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Until atiention was attracted toward fish culdure 4t was
currently reported that Hrook Trout were not indigenous to Hichigan,
Investigntion in the eazly seventies verify the faot thet thig
aplendid game fish wes e habitel of some atreame in Northern and .
Horth Centrol Hichigsn, the exset lossztiong heing aamawh@gwgggggpggiégﬁiw““
Later reports bear oubt the prevalent opinion thet ke-®8E not widely B
digtributed in the akrosms of the Lower Peninsule, being confined
largely to the North Yestern ssciion of thin territory. 7The firet
bisnnlal report of the Michigen Fieh Commission issued December led,
12874 bears witness %o these statements, snd also calls attention %o th .
the habitat of the Oreyling at that timo: A Stroams speoifically meme Fheio
tioned areg: The Auleble, iuskegon, Hersey, Pine and Bonrdwen: 8ince
1t is siyvongly contented by meny friends of the Oreyling that the
introduetion of Brook Trout was at lesst one of the importent factors
~contributing to itg dipsppesyance, 1tabe-feo¥rto apsumedihal BSrook M.
Trout were not present in these abroans or thely tributarion a4 that '
time. The reports covering #Hm early fish culbural operation all
strongly advooate the propagation sud distribution of Brook Trout to
wany streame thot are found sultuble and the flrst revorded plantings

were mede during Havoh and April 1879 inte Mechaniesburg snd Nowagl e
. River, Gpes Jountyj Dlue Jresk, Derrien Oounty and %pxin% Beook, T
Fait %xa&& and Four Brooks iln Xalumesoo County, 12,000 &ll told fronm
the Ztate Hatubery neax Pokogan et Ceystal Sorings tributary to &
Dowagiae Ureek: The following yeur 50,400 fry were mlanted during
Februsry, ¥arch end April in Allefen, HSerrien, Cnme, Chlhoun, Clafe,
Kalomgzoo, Eent, Heoosta, Newaygo, Casnna, Osceols, Vah Buren, Yaehe
tenaw and Wesford Countles, fourbeen ell told. Thaveafter ihe yearly
plantinges stoadily inoreesed in nupbere and Lo the range over which
they were apresd, reaching in addition to the above named Ogeumsw
County in lﬁsllrﬁanawﬁa Livingeton, lepser, Oakland, Bt. Jopeph,
saginaw, Shiswaasee im_i@ﬂ&, Shaxlevelx {Hoyne Eivmri, Gemesse, Grand
Traverse, Iesbelle, Kalhuske and iuekegon in 1884, As to the reﬁnlﬁgw.
sgcured a8 & wésult of theme plandtinges the report for 188Y4 masey S !

"The Suocess that hes been stisined in the Nyook Trout work has
been very great and gratifying. There is oxgeliwlit frout fishlng in
meny counties of the Btate where $rout were nevsry Zoown wntil plented
by the Btate, snd in many siresme where Grayling formerly lived but
have becope extinet. There are meny more suitsble stvesng still o
be planted. Hp part of the work of the Comulesioners has Deen
attended by ss meny proofs of entire gupcess, snd no work thet it
ous do can give more plessure 4o po: many people of the Ztate as the
propegstion and planting of this beautiful fish¥, A‘iazge nusber of
letters from widely geparated poinks in the Bouthern halY of the
Lower Penineuls sppended to thie report attest further to the correct-
nees of the above ststementn. A puage of this report i sleo devoted
Yo the conditions then prevailing on the AusSable River, from whioh
we Sopyl :




"For twp years pest the Commissiomers have been urged by
geveral gentlemen whose knowledge of that viver i full end accurate,
Yo plasnt the famous grayling river, the suBable, with brock trout,
They tell us the grayling is almost exterminsied thare, =nd that the
logwrunning, whioh hes beon the most potent fector inhis extermination,
Wi%l prevent his ever helng established there agalne. %e hnve very '
reluetantly come %o the same conglusion, In the sumser of 1883 you
eould flest down the Au Seble for fifteen miles below the village of
Grayling without seelng or raising o single fiszh. From thot paint
down therp were o few figh, and 1% is poseible that Yor many yesrs
gome grayling will live in that lower paxt of the river whers the main
stream ls deep enough to furnish svwe protection o the fish and some
suitable spawning beds fromithe ravepes of the running logs and the
desdly speers The principsl cause of the dsolline in the mumber of ,
figh hae besn the log-rvnning. The grayling ie o sprisg spawner. Ag
2 Tule the spawning gveund 1 not in very deep water, and while the
8gue ore In process of hetching, or whille the fish are #orking on the
spawning beds, the logs come dowms, f11lins thoe gtresm Trom bank be
bapie, ploughing up the beds, and raking them elean of egem or deiving
¢ff the working flgh,. The greyling le peculerly obnoxious to this
danger, ag he gpesms almopt aatiively in the mein body of the phresm.
Trout would not B eo liable to e intédrfered with in thig weyi so
thay espewm In Cotober and Bovenber Tle ages would be hatohed before
Logeranning wvould bepin,® '

The reporysfor 1&&5*%6*_$$§za%5_£uftharattﬂﬂﬁg o the wide
guccess aftalined in the ﬁwﬁgag@%Vaﬁ of Brook Trout and regordn, the
fizet pixgting;in.th& Aulable, 20,000, by R, S. Babbitt, of @royling

4n Meroh 6, 1885, aleo ﬁ%ﬂwfiﬂ&%ﬁﬁgmﬁﬁ_?ﬂﬁiﬁﬁﬂl& ﬁ1&ﬂﬁ 16,000 in
lanonince County en April 29t¢h, 1885 by o, D. Yarks, Th

: _ \ : ABBE ; & digtribution
for 1888 recched -5"aﬁunﬁi@s,anﬁ;?@a@?ﬁsﬁl@mﬁinga.i? the Jordan,
- Cedar, Boardman, Royne Rivers and Jezp loke, among 284 stresme nianted.

, #ith respest $o Brook Troud the report of 1890 says in nart:

- "In thig connsotion, and showing the eharagiter of the inlend work in
stocking the stresme with brook trout, it wey be steted thot oior o
the ovgenization of thig board, trout were pemoticeily unknown in the
gtreams of the lower peninsulp below the latitude of the Doagdman river,
Hr, Bele Hubbard in his valusble and interesting book “Memorinls of
Hall s Contuny* snyy, o 265, F1lhie moment the Biratts of Y¥noklnaw pre
sroseed the brook troul is Tound in sbundonce in a1l the riile of the
uppey pendnsula. Bome other veason exipts for the absence of this figh
from the lower stresms than the cherncter of their waters, for all
those, as weoll as ithe interior lakes thet exist so numgrously in ¥iohe
igzn sbound in the pame kind of fish ag ere Tound in the enstorn stutes,®
This i an extrect from a letter weitten in 1841, and is avthentic as
to the condition of fthinge existing at thet period,

- fI%t Lo & metter of comon observetion that at the vresent btime
fine trout fishing is to be had in very zeny of the countiess of the
lower penineula, snd these ebresms never knew the epeckled $rout until
they were artifically introduced, Fven in the extreme southern portions
¢f the State, noticeably in the imuediate vieinity of Yalssuzoo and Hattle
Greek, the siresms now ebound in trout, furnishing the finest snort,
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and giving a wideegpresd reputation to these looalities for the plge
end guelity of fish faken thers each vear, :

*llewaygo Oounty has beoowme o femous locality of resort for
sporismen, Its streams now sbound with fine brook trout, whioh were
never found there bhefore thay wers artificielly stocked., This §z slpo
true of Ooeannm, Lake, Heoonda, snd many other counties of the State,
It may bs mentloned in paesing, as en instznoe bearing uvon the praoe
tionl fesmture of the gueation; that two yeare sgo & fine hosel wag
erected at Hart in Coesns osuaty for the socommodstion of spOTionen
who gought the watsre of this logality in pursult of ite geme figh,

1% may be gald that all streams in the lower veninsuls lving
south of HaY3 fﬁarﬁh line of Manistee, Fexford, Missaukee, Roge
Gommon, Ogemsw aad oses Oounties), now having brook trout, are streamg
to whiich the trout wers not indigenous, snd the t2oud now found in them
ere the resulte solely of asrtifioisl rropagation and sfocking.*

#There hes been a ametantly inoesasing demsnd for the products
of the Puris hatehery ginge our last ravord.  In gome resneots oup
WOYE on brook iroud has been phenomenal. When the oomsissisn firat
bogan thelr distributions of thie fish 81l the sbremas in the lower
pondnsuls, with the eaxoention of three oy four in the northrestadn
portion, were entirvely destitute of thie fish., It wog hardly expected
therefore, by even the wost sanguine ot whe oommigsioners, thet trout

;. sould be grown pucaesefully at any point muoh south of he D, e Hx &
L He Rpllwny, DBub in s fainteheanried wiy some sgpetinments were trisd

- in the vicinity of Xalamngoo with the moet guwgfiﬁingiﬁuﬁaﬂﬁai the

irous atteining wonderful prowih and inovsesing repidly in nushers,
This lod 4o inoressed potivity by the sommiselon in lnter yesrs in the
direation of ptooking the stresme and the reeultisn of thia work have
bouny most satisfeotory. Ae & qongequence, neerly the whols State bas
bean considered in the plsnting of trout snd hut for fuilures have
beon met wherever the requinsit care snd judgment have been used in
meking the plente. The sconomic nature of thie figh alone ozn hardly
be epvimsted. One of the mombers of the legislature of 184764 paidy
“The yagh value of brock trout in my county slons ig worth a% lesst

- $10,000 & yenr.#

_£a$ingth§=h&snnzaé period 23,000 were planted in the AuSoble

% in 1889 and 18,000 in 1890,

From the 10%h revort (1890.1892) w»e find thak "Brock frout have
now been planted in ell the countizs of the Lawer Peninsuls gxoent
slx, vizi Bay, Bensis, Muron, Higsoukes, feallse snd Yayne' end re-
sorde planting B0,000 in the Aufable ané “aet Branch in 1891 and
10,000 in 1892 snd toial plants of 2,252,000 in Lower Michizan snd
1?5;§i@rzn the Uppsr Peninsuls ﬁurin§ the sssaon of 1892, gince i
that time the numbers plented have sfesdily inoressed renchingAthe
renoteat sectlion of the State, It way be sald without contradiction
that all sireame of any importance hgve been rlanted many times and
ag & result HOrvok Trout have found thelr woy io sources of the rew _
motest tributsriee, ODuring the desade following 185G they were withe
out question the most sbundant and wide apresd of any game figh
found within the stresme of the State, Oonditions sffeating the




vatershed of many stroeme have brought about changes that now sake
gome streams entirely unsulted to PBrook trout and othars partially 87
ampwhded, yot be still holds fizet rank as the finest snd among the
gamest of sll cur fishewn. ,
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