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GENERAL PROVISIONS

§ 98.01 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unlﬁs the context clearly
indicates or requires a different meaning.

-STREET mEES Trees, shrubs, bushes and all other woody vegetanan in public parks having
individual names, and zll areas owned by the city, or to which the public has free access as a park.
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) - : _
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TREES PLANTING AND CARE

§ 98.10 STREET TREE SPECIES TO BE PLANTED.

The following list constitutes the official street tee species for the city. No species other than
those included in this list may be planted as srect recs, without written permission of the City Tree
Board.

Apnicot ' Coffectrse
} Coffcetree Redbud Kenrucky
' Crabapple Hackberry Maple, Sugar
Flowering Honeylocust QOak, Bwr
Goldepraintree Linden or Basswond Sycamore
Hawthome Mulberry, Red Cononwood
Pear, Bradford Oak, Red
Redbud Qak, English
Soapberry - | Pagodatree, Japancse
Lilac, Jap. Tree Pecan
z Peach Flowering Birch, River
= Plum, Purpleleaf Osageorange
Serviceberry Persmmon
- . Poplar, White '
Sassafras .

{Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80)

§ 98.11 SPACING; DISTANCE FROM CURBS, SIDEWALKS, STREET CORNERS
AND FIREPLUGS.

. (A) The spacing Of street trees will be in accordance with the three specics size classes listed In
§ 98.10 of tus chapter, and no trees may be planted closer together than the following: small trees,
30 feet; medium trecs, 40 feet; and large trees, SO feet; except in special planting designed or
approved by a landscape architcct. o

~ (B} The distance trees may be planted from curbs or curbhncs and sidewalks will be in accordance
with the thres species size classes listed in § 98:10, and no trées may be planted closer to any curb
or sidewalk than the following: small trees, two feet: medium wees, tree feet; and large wces, four
feet. ; _
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(C) No street tree shall be planied closer than 35 feet of any street COTIET, measured from the
point of nearest intersecting curbs or curblines. No strect trees shall be planted ¢closer than ten feet of

any fireplugs. .
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) Penalty, see § 10.99

§ 98.12 PLANTING IN YICNITY OF UTILITY LINES OR WIRES.

. No stroet trees other than those specics listed as small trees in § 98.10 may be planted under af
within ten lateral feet of any overhead utility wire, or over or within five lataral feet of amy

underground water line, sewer line, transmission line or other utility.
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) Penalty, see § 10.99 :

§ 98,13 PUBLIC TREE CARE.

(A) The city shall have the right to plant, prune, maintain and remove trees, plants and shrubs
within the lines of all streets, alieys. avenucs, lanes, squares and public grounds, 2s may be necessary
1o insure public safety or to preserve of eohance the symmetry and beauty of such public grounds.

(B) The City Tree Board may remove Or Cause or order 10 be removed, any tree or part thereof,
which in an unsafe condition or Which by reason of its namure is injurious to sewers, electric powe
lipes, gas lines, waicr lines, or other public improvements, or is affected with any injurious fungus,
insect or other pest.. This section does not prohibit the planting of sircet troes by adjacent propery
owriers providing that the selection and location of the trees is in accordance with §§ 98.10 through
08.12 of this chapter.

(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80)

§ 98.14 TREE TOPPING.

Tt shall be unlawful as a pormal practice. for any person, firm, or ¢ity department to top any street
tree, park ireg, or other mec on public property. Topping is defined as the scvere cutting back of limbs
10 stubs larger than three inches in diameter within the trec’s crown to such a degree so as to remove
the normal canopy and disfigure the txée. Trees séverely damiaged by storms or other causes, or ceriain

* trees under utility wires or other obstructions where othey pruning practices are impractical may be
exempted from this chiptor at the deterimination of the City Tree Board.
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-R0) Penalty, see § 10.99 | |

§ 98.15 PRUNING AND CORNER CLEARANCE.

Every owner of any wee overkanging eny sucet of right-of-way within the city shall prune ihe
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branches so that si.gch branches shall not obstruct the ight from amy street lamp or obstruct the view

of amy street intersection and so thar there shall be a clear space of cight feet above the surface of the
street or sidewalk. Said owners shall remiove all dead, diseased or dangerous trees, or broken or
decayed limbs which constitute 2 menace to the safery of the public. The city shall have the right to
prune any tree or shrub. on private property when it interferes witht the proper spread of light along
the street from & street light or interfercs with visibility of any trafficcontrol device or sign.

(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) Penaity, ses § 10.99 o |

3 98.16 DEAD OR DISEASED TREE REMOVAL ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.

_ The city shalt bave the right to cause the removat of any dead or discased trees on private property
' within the city. when such trees constitutt a hazard to Iife and property, or harbor insects or disease
which constitte a potential threat to other trees’ within the city. The City Tree Board will notfy in
writing the owners of such trecs. Removal shall be done by the ownets at their own expense within

60 days afiet the date of service of notice. In the event of failurs of owners to comply with such

provisions, the city shall have the autherity to remove such trees and charge the cost of removal on
the owners® property tax notice. L
(Ord, 138, passed 2-11-80)

§ 98517 REMOVAL OF STUMPS.

. All stumps of street and park trees shall be removed below the surface of the ground §0 that the
top of the stump shall not project above the surface of the ground.
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80)

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

§ 98.30 CITY TREE BOARD; REVIEW OF ACTIONS BY CITY COUNCIL.

- (A) There is hereby created and established a City Tree Board which shall consist of five
members, citizens and residents of this city, wito shail be appointed by the Mayor with the approval
of the City Council. )

(B) The term of the five 'p_el_'sons to be appointed by the Mayor shall be three years except that
the term of two of the members appointed to tbe first board shall be only one year and the term of two

‘members of the first board shall be for two years. In the event that a vicancy shall ‘occur during the
term of any member, his successor shall be appointed for the unexpired portion of the term.

(C; Members of we Board shall seive widion compensation.
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(D) It shall be the tesponsibility of e Board to study, investigate, counsel and develop and/or
‘update anniialty, and admunister & written plan for the care, preservation, pruning, planting, replanting,

“removal of disposition of trees and shrubs in parks, along streets and in other public areas. Such plan
" will be presentad anaualty to the City Council and upon their acceptance and approval shall constimte
the official comprechensive city tree plan for the city. The Board when requested by the City Councii

chall consider, investigate, make finding, report and recommend upon any special matter of question
coming within the scope of its work. :

(E) The Board shall choose its own officers, make its own Tules and regulations and keep 2
journal of its proceedings. A majority of the members shall be a quorum for the trapsaction of
business. :

(F) The City Council shall have the right to review the conduct, acls and decisions of the City

 Tree Board: Ay person may appeal from any ruling or order of the City Tree Board to the City
Council who may hear the matter ind make final decision.
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) :
.

§ 98.31 ARBORIST LICENSE AND BOND,

It shall be unlawful for any person or firm to engage in the business or occupation of proning,
treating, or Temoving street or park trees within the city without first applying for and procuring 2
Yicense. The licensc fee shafl be $25 annually in advance; provided, howevet, that no license shall be
required of any public scrvice compatty or ¢ity émployee doing such work in the pursuit of their public
service endeavors. Before any license shall Be issued, cach applicant shall first file evidence of
possession of lizbility insurance in the minimum amounts of $50,000 for bodily injury and $100,000
property damage indemnifying the ity or any person injured or damaged resulting from the pursuit
of such endeavors as hercin described. '

(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80)

§ 98.32 INTERFERENCE WITH CITY TREE BOARD. |

It shall be unlewful for any person to prevent, delay, or interfere with the City Tree Board, or any
* of its agents, while engaging in and about the planting; ultivating, mulching, pruning, spraying, of
‘removing of amy street trees, park trees, or trees on private grounds, as authorized in this chapter
(Ord. 138, passed 2-11-80) Penalty, sec § 98.99



