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Significant Date:

Civil War and After (1860-1875)

Registry Year: 1969 Erected Date: 1973

City: Elk Rapids

Address: Ames St. East of US-31

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Antrim

Township:

Lat: 44.90020600 / Long: -85.40659900

Web URL:

The brick ruin near this marker was the hearth of 
the Elk Rapids furnace, during the 1870s one of 
the nation’s greatest producers of charcoal iron. 
Forty-seven feet high and twelve feet in diameter, 
it was begun in 1872 and produced the first blast 
of iron on June 24, 1873. The local logging firm of 
Dexter and Noble constructed the furnace, 
locating it in Elk Rapids to utilize the vast stands of 
hardwood timber which surrounded the town. The 
hardwood was converted to charcoal to fire the 
furnace, and iron ore was imported from the 
Upper Peninsula by freighter. Once the town’s 
major employer, the furnace closed during World 
War I when the nearby forests were depleted, and 
cheaper smelting processes were developed.
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