
Historical Marker - S294 - Hillsdale (Marker ID#:S294)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1969 Erected Date: 1969

City: Hillsdale

Address: Courthouse Square, Howell Street

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Hillsdale

Township:

Lat: 41.92064000 / Long: -84.63133300

Web URL:

The plat for the village of Hillsdale was filed in July 
1839, though the first settlement probably 
occurred a few years previously. Before that time 
this area had been inhabited mainly by a band of 
Potawatomi Indians led by their chief, Baw Beese. 
Jonesville was the first county seat, but Hillsdale 
gained this distinction in 1843 due to its more 
central location and the completion of the 
Michigan Southern Railroad to the town. The first 
Hillsdale County Fair was held on this site in 1851. 
Hillsdale College opened for classes in November 
1855, and the city received its charter in April 1869.
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