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Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 1981 Erected Date: 1983

City: Ionia

Address: 107 West Washington

State: MI ZipCode: 48846

 Marker Location

County: Ionia

Township: Ionia

Lat: 42.98348100 / Long: -85.06390100

Web URL:

The St. John’s Episcopal parish was established on 
February 4, 1841. Under the leadership of the 
Reverend Melancthon Hoyt, the parish 
constructed its first church, now the parish house, 
that same year. Built on land donated by Ionia’s 
founder, Samuel Dexter, the building was the first 
church in Ionia County and is thought to be the 
second oldest Episcopal building in Michigan. It 
was consecrated on April 24, 1842, by the 
Reverend Samuel McCoskry, the first bishop of 
Michigan. In 1882-83 the present brick church was 
erected at a cost of $7,334.89. This Gothic-style 
structure, with English cathedral glass windows, 
was consecrated on July 2, 1890, by the Right 
Reverend George de Normandie Gillespie, the first 
bishop of western Michigan.
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