
Historical Marker - S227 - Adrian College (Marker ID#:S227)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 1962 Erected Date: 1962

City: Adrian

Address: 110 South Madison

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Lenawee

Township: Madison

Lat: 41.89713400 / Long: -84.05935700

Web URL:

Chartered on March 28, 1859, Adrian College 
traces its origins back to a Wesleyan Methodist 
theological institute founded at Leoni, Michigan, in 
1845. This institution later became Michigan 
Union College. Strongly antislavery in its 
sentiments, the school was moved to Adrian in 
1859 through the efforts of the antislavery leader 
and educator, Reverend Asa Mahan, who was 
elected first president of the new Adrian College. 
The college was transferred to the Methodist 
Protestant Church in 1868, and here for seventy-
one years, leaders of this denominational union of 
American Methodism resulted in the 
establishment of the Methodist Church. Adrian 
College is affiliated with this great church body.
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