Historical Marker - HB36 - Early Missionary Bark Chapel (Marker ID#:HB36)

NO PHOTO AVAILABLE

Significant Date:
Native People and the French (< 1760)

Registry Year: 1959 Erected Date: 1959

Marker Location |

Address: Fort Street
City: Mackinac Island
State: Ml  ZipCode:
County: Mackinac
Township:

Lat: 45.85079600 / Long: -84.61713900

Web URL:

Front - Title/Description |

Early Missionary Bark Chapel

According to descriptions by Jesuit missionaries,
the bark chapels which they built among the
Indians of the Great Lakes looked like this. In such
primitive huts, far from civilization, the
courageous French “blackrobes” lived and sought
to turn the minds of the savages to Christianity.
One of this illustrious company, Father Claude
Dablon, from the mission of Sault Ste. Marie, and
later superior general of the Jesuits in Canada,
wintered on Mackinac Island in 1670-71 and
carried on missionary work here. It is to the
memory of these heroic pioneer priests that this
reconstruction of a bark chapel is dedicated.
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