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The Chene House

Wells D. Butterfield and his daughter Emily (the
state’s first licensed woman architect) designed
this house for Edward and Evelyn Chene. The
house was built in 1927 as part of “The Oaklands,
one of the first subdivisions in Farmington
Township. The Great Lakes Land Development
Company hired the Butterfields to plan the
community with small “estate sized” houses,
tennis courts, ornamental lakes, and putting
greens. The project failed due to the Great
Depression.
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