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Significant Date:

Civil War and After (1860-1875)

Registry Year: 2012 Erected Date: 2012

City: West Branch

Address: Maes Road and Spring Street

State: MI ZipCode: 48661

 Marker Location

County: Ogemaw

Township: Ogemaw

Lat: 44.30367300 / Long: -84.29009600

Web URL:

Ogemaw Springs is the oldest village in Ogemaw 
County. The spring that gives the town its name 
provided the sole supply of water for early settlers. 
It also supplied water for the boilers of the railroad 
steam engines that served the area’s lumber 
industry. In 1888 the local Board of Health sought 
to protect the springs with an ordinance against 
the placing of “any rubbish or unclean thing within 
the spring.”

Ogemaw Springs

The arrival in Ogemaw Springs of the Jackson, 
Lansing and Saginaw Railroad in 1872 opened up 
the region’s rich timber resources. By 1873 two 
hundred people lived in the growing community 
that included several saw mills, a post office and a 
grocery. In 1875 Ogemaw Springs nearly became 
the county seat, losing to West Branch by only one 
vote. In the 1890s the depletion of timber in the 
area led to the town’s decline.

Ogemaw Springs

 Front - Title/Description

 Back - Title/Description


