
Historical Marker - L2218C - Michigan's "Chick Center" (Marker ID#:L2218C)

Significant Date:

Industry and Invention (1875-1915)

Registry Year: 2009 Erected Date: 2010
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 Marker Location

County: Ottawa

Township: Zeeland

Lat: 42.81086700 / Long: -86.01391000

Web URL:

Zeeland´s origin as a major center for the poultry 
industry dates from 1906, when farmer Douwe 
Wyngarden purchased two mail order incubators 
and started the area´s first commercial chicken 
hatchery. Thirty years later, with Zeeland 
hatcheries leading the way, the Zeeland-Holland 
area produced millions of chicks. In 1947 the 
Michigan Tradesman hailed Zeeland as the chick 
capital of the state and reported that 10 million 
chicks were shipped annually from forty area 
hatcheries. The magazine stated that the area was 
"nationally recognized as the quality chick center 
of the United States." The industry´s importance 
was reflected in many aspects of Zeeland´s civic 
life. The high school´s sports teams were named 
the "Chicks" (later, "Chix"), and an annual pageant 
crowned a "Zeeland Chick Queen."
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