
Historical Marker - L2217C - Veneklasen Brick Company / Veneklasen Brick (Marker 
ID#:L2217C)

Significant Date:

Statehood Era (1815-1860)

Registry Year: 2009 Erected Date: 2010

City: Zeeland

Address: 10300 Chicago Drive

State: MI ZipCode: 49464

 Marker Location

County: Ottawa

Township: Holland

Lat: 42.81125600 / Long: -86.03629700

Web URL:

In 1848 Jan Veneklasen and his family emigrated 
from the Netherlands to Zeeland, in Michigan´s 
Dutch Kolonie. A brickmaker by trade, Veneklasen 
founded a brickyard within a year of his arrival - 
one of several he would eventually operate in 
Michigan, including the one formerly at this site. 
The mainstay of the Veneklasen Brick Company 
was its architectural bricks. Used primarily in 
houses, the color of these bricks - red, white, 
orange and brown - reflected the local clay of the 
yard where they were made. Veneklasen´s 
brickworks operated under several names over the 
years. It was a family business, with founder Jan 
Veneklasen´s descendants involved with the 
company, until it ceased operations in the mid-
1920s.

Veneklasen Brick Company

Michigan´s historic Dutch Kolonie is home to a 
unique style of brickwork known informally as 
"Veneklasen," named after the Veneklasen Brick 
Company. Veneklasen buildings are remarkable for 
their decorative facades, which typically feature 
cream-colored brick patterns set against 
contrasting red brick backgrounds. In building 
forms typical of nineteenth century American 
midwestern architecture, the distinctive 
polychromatic brickwork carried on masonry 
traditions from the Netherlands.  Veneklasen brick 
was used in the construction of the houses of 
Dutch immigrants as well as churches, schools, 
civic buildings, and institutional buildings including 
Van Vleck and Voorhees halls at Hope College in 
Holland.
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