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Significant Date:

Two World Wars and the Depression (1915-1945)

Registry Year: 1981 Erected Date: 1981

City: Algonac

Address: 805 St. Clair River Drive

State: MI ZipCode:

 Marker Location

County: Saint Clair

Township: Clay

Lat: 42.61529000 / Long: -82.53319000

Web URL:

For more than a century, Algonac has played a 
leading role in ship building, from sailing cargo 
ships to large pleasure craft, racing boats and 
World War II landing craft. Between 1921 and 
1932, Christopher Smith and Gar Wood built ten 
Miss Americas in Algonac. Smith and Wood 
worked together on the first; however, Wood was 
responsible for the rest. The Miss Americas held 
the Harmsworth trophy, symbol of the world’s 
water speed supremacy, from 1921 to 1933. In 
1932 Wood’s Miss America X raced over a 
measured mile to establish the world’s water 
speed record at 124.91 miles per hour. During the 
1930s Smith adopted the name Chris Craft 
Corporation. The firm became one of the world’s 
largest builders of power pleasure boats. 
Headquartered in Algonac for many years, it had 
other manufacturing plants in Michigan, Ohio, 
Missouri, Tennessee, Florida, and Italy.
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