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Significant Date:

Registry Year: 1979 Erected Date: 1980

City: Detroit

Address: 2930 Woodward Ave

State: MI ZipCode: 48201

 Marker Location

County: Wayne

Township:

Lat: 42.34407100 / Long: -83.05540900

Web URL:

This building is the fourth home of the First 
Presbyterian Church, the continuing congregation 
of the First Protestant Society of Detroit, which 
was formally incorporated in 1821. The society 
was organized in 1816 by the Reverend John 
Monteith, a twenty-eight-year-old graduate of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, who in 1817 
helped found and became the first president of 
what is now the University of Michigan. This 
Romanesque-style edifice, designed by George D. 
Mason and Zachariah Rice, was dedicated in 1891. 
Its congregation, one of the oldest Protestant ones 
in the state, established Detroit’s Harper Hospital 
in 1861. In 1911 the adjoining “church house” was 
completed for educational and social activities.
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