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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of this document is to, inform users of general guidelines, trail characteristics, and provide information for a safe and enjoyable experience. 
This document is intended to assist trail users of the Shore to Shore Equestrian and Hiking Trail on DNR State Forest, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Forest Service lands.  Contact the land managing agency for advice and regulations specific to the area you will be traveling.  

GENERAL TRAIL GUIDELINES 
• Be responsible for you and your horse’s safety-

The trail is open to mixed uses in an actively managed forest that includes timber harvesting and hunting. Recreational trails that are 
placed on forest lands do not give recreationalists exclusive use of those areas. Introduce the animal to noises, structures and situations 
it may encounter on shared trails on public land (timber harvest machinery, semi-tractor, trailers, off-highway vehicles, bicyclists, hikers, 
water crossings, hunters, and oil, gas or mineral operation equipment). Wear bright colors to be more visible, be prepared for changes in 
the weather. 

• Use only approved watering areas –
Horses should remain on safe and solid ground where stream banks and water access can withstand hard use. Use a collapsible bucket 
or a 2-gallon plastic bag to bring water to your horse when the bank is safe and solid enough for you to walk, but not good enough to 
take your horse to the water. Horses are not allowed in lakes or up and down the course of a river or stream unless part of a designated 
crossing. At boating access sites please yield to water recreation users.  

• Protect trees by using designated hitching rails and posts –
Keep horses away from tree trunks and their root systems by using highline, paddocks and hitching rails where permitted or provided. 
When only trees are available use wide tree saving straps.  

• Practice minimum impact –
While camping follow manure management by breaking down waste or utilizing collection areas where provided, remove excess hay and 
straw and fill areas dug up by animal hooves, frequently move portable corrals or staking areas to prevent over-grazing. Do not pile 
manure next to trees. Portable corrals must restrict horses to same area that picketed horses would use.  

• Help avoid the spread of invasive species –
When traveling remember to clean your gear and support vehicle. Check animals and tack before and after every ride removing any 
plant seeds. Feeding pellets, grain or weed-free hay can minimize introducing plants not naturally found in forested habitat. 

• Follow agency land use rules and regulations for the area you will be traveling -
If you are uncertain what they may be, visit the land managing agency website as identified on the map for more information at 
www.michigan.gov/equestrian or https://www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf/. Special use permits maybe required for commercial and non-
commercial use of groups of on state or federal lands. 

• Camping with horses is allowed at forest campgrounds designated as horse (trail) camps or horse group camps.
Fees may apply for camping or parking. Some campgrounds may have group areas for large event rides– those not participating in an 
event shall set up in the individual site camping area. If dispersed camping with your equine outside of a designated campground contact 
the land agency for rules or regulations.  

AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION 
Department of Natural Resources, www.michigan.gov/dnr 

Parks and Recreation Division, P.O. Box 30257 Lansing, MI 48909 (517) 284-7252 
Forest Resources Division, P.O. Box 30452 Lansing, MI 48909 (517) 284-5876  

Huron Manistee National Forest 1-231-775-2421 www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf  1755 S. Mitchell St., Cadillac, MI 49601 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigan.gov%2Fequestrian&data=02%7C01%7CSwainstonA%40michigan.gov%7C5769307e097e4278aae008d65e9e5599%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636800431467291681&sdata=kBSMXgmcGNnBiNgte%2BLFxF%2BgU3Ea0vZtP1SdEc7RKLA%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fs.usda.gov%2Fhmnf%2F&data=02%7C01%7CSwainstonA%40michigan.gov%7C5769307e097e4278aae008d65e9e5599%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C636800431467301686&sdata=ilvioFJrZfEle0kZYk3GdyOwei2RkFsNqQbN3VUXgy8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.michigan.gov/dnr
http://www.fs.usda.gov/hmnf
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TRAIL MARKERS AND CLEARANCE 

TRAIL REASSURANCE MARKERS 
Proper trail signing is for the benefit and convenience of the public. A blue horseshoe - foot print confidence marker is used to identify trails managed 
for equine use. Check the trailhead or campground kiosk for trail marker variations; please respect areas or trails closed to equines. The Shore to 
Shore trail is open to mixed uses in an actively managed forest. Some trail segments may share a trail corridor with other non-motorized or 
motorized trails. Recreational trails that are placed on forest roads do not give recreationalists exclusive use of those roads. Introduce the animal to 
noises, structures and situations it may encounter on shared trails on public land (timber harvest machinery, semi-tractors, trailers, off-highway 
vehicles, bicyclists, hikers, water crossings, hunters and oil, gas or mineral operation equipment) 

Sample trail reassurance marker in light blue with horseshoe - foot print confidence marker 

TRAIL CLEARANCE:
• Trails are cleared of brush, branches, and obstructions by trail volunteers with limited assistance from department employees. The trail

sponsor is responsible for removing obstructions located within clearance specifications.
• Brush, or debris shall not protrude into the trail so that they may cause injury.  Trees, logs, foliage, branches, brush and other debris shall be

pruned back flush to the main branch, trunk, or cut flush with ground level.  All debris resulting from the clearing activity shall be removed from
the trail and disposed of in a manner that will not cause harm.  The trail sponsor shall brush all trail intersections to maintain clear view of any
traffic control devices.

• In the thickest coverage areas this equestrian trail is cleared to a minimum of 1 - 2 feet in width at ground level (trail tread) and 2 feet of
vegetative obstructions on either side of the trail tread and up to 10 feet in vertical clearance. Greater clearance may be needed for corners,
water crossings, and structures.
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