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Advisability of using goldfish for

live bait

On February 19, we recelved from Mr, Westerman a request for
opinion on the advisability of using goldfish ¥minnows" as live bait in
Michizan, It appears that the nroduction of this form of live balt is
being put on a cuantity basis,

Like so many fisheries questions, there are adwmtasges and
disadventazes to be considered in this problem. No doubt goldfish make
very satisfactory minnows, because of their hardiness, T.:eir use would
cut down the seining of native minnows, with the attendant use or des-
truction of some game fish, Izd parts of the state the conservation of
minnows themselves is coming to be a real need,

Probebly the primary danger of introducing goldfish is that
some will be dumved into the strea;:st the end of the fishing, 1In
nroper waters?fthe western end of Lake Erie, goldfish have become
abundant and reach a length of a foot and more, They are disliked by
Americans as a food fish, so that they are not successfully utilized in
the ammercial fishery, One of the greatest damgers I suvpose would be
the possible (but not certain) establishment of this inferior species

in Seginaw Bay, Here it might hecome azbundant enough to sericusly commete
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with marketable fish,

In meny inland waters containing predacious game fishes we
have reason to predict that the goldfish would either not survive, or
would not attzin a length of more then a faw inches, Where it remained
small, it would form a veluable "forage fish{_for bass and other game
fish, On the other hand it would do sowe damaze as a spavn-eater, just
how much we can not say. And in some cases, it might be expected to
zet the uover hand and overrun the lake,

It is our opinion, based on the observation of the goldfish in
its natural waters in Japan, as well as in America, that no dogmatic
answer to this question is possible &t the oresent time,

If the introduction of the goldfish minnows ls allowed, we
would consider it dangerous to allow thelr sale or use anywhere in the
entire Saginaw Bay dralnage.basin,

It is possible that the dutping of the goldfish minnows into
natural waters could be controlled by law or regulation, and by requiring
all dealers to vost consvicuous notices to that effect on their bait-
selling premises,

A point to consider is that even if the introduction of gold-
fish minnows ig vrohibited, many may be brought in by Indiana residentsg
driving up to fish in Michligan, Furthermore,local dezlers or anglers
nay ralse zoldfish within the state, for sale or use as bait, ZEven
aquarium goldfish are sonetimes liberated, The first introduction into
Lake Erie followed the washout of a pond in which goldfish were being
raised. YWe znticipate that eventucsl ly the goldfish will be widespread

in Michigan waters whether it 1is outlawed or not, RECE\VED
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Tais incomplete answer is the best we‘can give. We are
writing to the Indlana Division of ¥ish and GameArequestfﬁg a report
on their exceriences with goldfisn in Indiana lekes, which are
similar to our southern Michizan lekes, Our northern lakes as a whole
would not be suited to the species, We may be able to make some
experiments on the effects of goldfish on the game fish or our lakes,

Such experiments would ve safe if carried on in lakes without outlets.

\WK'W-

Carl L, Hubbs
Director,
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Institute for Pisheries Resesrch

Sunnlement to Report No, 2., on
MAdvisability of using goldfish for live bait.”

Some further information and ovinion hias mome to hand from Indiana
and Ohio,.regarding the advisahility of using moldfish for live bait, I
quote this new material azs a supnlement to our Repoft no, 2.

E, L, Wickliff, Caief of the Buresu of Scientific Research, Ohio
Divigion of Fish and Geme, reports in letter of March 3, 1930:

I am not avare as to the dxtent that goldfish ave been used for bait
in Ohio during vast years, I do ¥mow that 70ldfish have been stocked in
our State owmned lakes, =nd a few of them have been caught while others
have been seen swimming in the water, but I do not !mow of any wlace where
they have become alundant,"

George Bers, Superintendent of the State Fish Hatcheries, Indiana

&
Division of Fish and Geme, writes under d-=te of March U:

"Goldfish are used for life bait in fiching for bass and cravnie in
Indiana in & lirmited way and from renorts rezeived from fishermen using them
- they have proven very s:ztisfactory, being both lively and hardy. The caances
of a lalze or stream bemming stocked with gzoldfish which have escaned from the
hook, or which have been discarded, are rather remote I believe, nor do I
believe trat any serious harm to the w-ters would result if this osccurred in
a moderate way. I do not ‘mow of any of our Indiana waters which have become
stocked by this method.

I do lmow of several streams #4& lgkes which @gye goldfish in them, but
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these waters in all ceses have be:n stoclted from sore goldfish mond which
has overflowed, or had the levebs damaged in some way as to allow the
fish to escape, None of the waters in which the goldfish are nresent have

teen harmed beceause of thelr presence, as far as I Xnow, and I believe they

are of soe benefit in suonlyinzg food for the game fishes,"

The oninions expressed by Wickliff and Bers are in line with my own ideas.
I believe that the denger of establishing poldfish in our inland lales as
a whole is small, But locally they might become a pest, and caution in the

introduction of any foreisn species is desirsble,

We shall keep this cuestion in mind, and révort any further informstion

ol Mk

Carl I, Hubbs
Director

we receive or obtain,





