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REPORT ON THE INVESTIGATION OF THE CAUSE OF 

mu .. TH OF CALICO BASS IN BAW BEESE LAKE, HILLSDALE 

HILLSDALE COUHTY, MICHIGAN, W.AY S, 1931. 

This investi gation was ma.de possible by E. W. Chapman of Hillsda.le, w!lo. 

fu.Enished the boat, motor and his time for the 2.fternoo:!l rnd took Mr. F~we Warner, 

Conservation Officer, and II\YSelf around the chain of lp.Jces. 

We examined a considerp.ble poi-tion of the shore end sh."'llow wnter ;:-lone the 

shore of these lc>.kes for dea.d a'l'ld. dying :"ish without finding any evidence of o.n 

epidemic. · We exp..mined carefully the end of the lake where t he city water works 

is loc ateo,. I t. had. been reported thp.t many fish were dying in this vicinity l:ut 

no evidence of !:mch a condition w~s found. 'i7e picked un a. dying bluegill a.t t h is 

end of the l aJ~e whic'h shmved evid.e'!lce of havir.g been Cr->Jlf,ht i n n gill net. 

A few days prior to our visit reports of schools of bluegills movinc sluggishly 

in the sha.llow water had come to Mr. Warner. -.;i/e exa.,ninec t he portion of the lake 

in which these schools of fish had be-en see~ but no evidence of de ;,.d or dy:i.n0 fish . 

wa s found. This w::,s in r:i. neat-bog area which vrob ~bly h?.o. so:-!'lething t o do wifo t h e 

condition whicr.. had been observed in t'he fish in t h is loc ,..lity. ~h e sba llow w:ater. 

near the shore ebove the ~eat bottom, v,as -..t. s a tur l"ted with oxyge n on the day this 

investi gation w~s ma.de. 

T:-1ere is no evidence to indic r-,te that t h ere is El diseased condition among the 
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fish in Baw Beese Lake. Temporr:iry wro. ter conditions r-n d. tne exceedingly low l ak e 

level a-o:?arently were responsible for t he distressed conditi :::m of t he fisn. Tb.ere 

is no evidence r-,nd there seems to be no ·oossibility of :9ollution in this J.t:.ke . 

While at Hills0ale, ?/1· . Y!arner tolci us of 2 ·h i t;h mortr.lity of fish in the 

J onesville Eill Pond 2.nc st l'.l.teii t h ;:,_t we should }18.Ve received some of the fish 

for e:r.emination; nowever, such fisn have not been r eceived by us. As <' result of 

the a.iscussion of this situation with Er. W'Drner it must be concludec t.h~t the 

mort Pli ty in this mill-pond wc>.s , no doubt, the result of pollution. 
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