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On December g, the !r,.sti tute for Fisheries ·eesearch neeived from 

ChP.ll. Craig, of the Ea.rr-isville ~Intchery, the following communication: 

"I am sending, by naroel post, a. sample of shinners that are 
present in lare;e nu.mbers, a.t this time, in AU.Sable river. 't'hey are 
apparently all of the same sneoies mJ1 I have an. idea. to plant them in 
some the lakes that are deficient in perch &"'l.d bass f'ooa Pa-rticu.le.rly 
Hubbard take. -:!here all of the investigations (By Metzlar, l-anglois, 
Jones & Hubbs. The latter which I ,m not sure was Your self or not). ~Jl 
shovrs that the Perch were under size and as we are plan tinz year after year 
lake Hu.ron ;yellow 1:>erch. I assume tha.t it mu.st be dtle to la.ck of -proper 
food. 

11 ! ,m of the opinion that these shinners can, t due &'fly thin.:o: but ;;ood 
even if they consume some of the smaller fish fry. "But ::if course nm 
referring the matter to higher a:u.thori ty before ic;oing ahead .• 

If As usual we are in r>. considerable of a hurry e.s we don, t lmow how 
long the fish will sta,7. 11 

The fish 'arrived the same de,y. These proved, as i'JOUld 1-e e:\1'.)ected, to 

be lake shiners (Wotroi.lh atherinoicles). Trlis sneoiez exist-s in untold 

millions ln tbe Gre:.,t Lakes, and has the habit of crowdin,c_; into the river 

mouths in. the fall. They are often mist:sken for the ,>0ung of the 1?.ke herring, 

but they are a snecies of shiner. 

A~ to the desirability of nlanting this species in Hu'bbarcl_ k,ke we ca.n 

only offer some ideas. 

In the first nlace, this snecies is absent in. nenrly all of the inla.'1.d. 

lake!'l of the state, a1,sent in TJractic,.,,11,v all except a few of the 1at'gest 

and cleanest lakes which a.re ne"'r the Great Lakes level. Y,e have seined some 



inland lalr...es in which la.ke shiners are said to have been planted and have found 

none surviving. 

The facts that the lake shiner is naturally absent i.n most of our inland 

lakes, a~d that it apparently has not survived in some in which it has been 

planted, leads us to regard the introduction of this species into interior 

waters as a very uncertain gamble. 

There is l:i t tle reason to sun-pose that the la.lre shiners wi 11 eat any 

large nwribers of the fry of the game fish. 

A large proportion of the lake shiners which might be carried into 

Hubbard and similar lakes would probably b.e eaten themselves by the game fish 
- ' 

even though they did not reproduce themselves - provided they were handled 

oare:f'ully enoufii, so tha.t death ,,ou.ld. not follow tr2nsportation. 'fihis specie~ 

is quite delicate. but can be handled in qutmtity in cold wef.,t.h&-. care should 

be taken to a.void any injuries at:i these fi !3h easily lose ecales and e:isily 

develop f'u11.i-.::,0"U.s. 

This re-port is given merely as a matter of fa.ct and opinion. The question 

of whether it will be considered worth while to tTansport these fish in 

quantity into HubbE>..rd or other lakes is of e01rse a matter for the Department 

to decide. 

Re~ort sent to Chas. Craig 
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