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A D.Aln•ER IN TH~ USE OF GO!,DEN SHilifERS 1 .. s FOP.AGE FISH DT BASS PONDS 

The experience at some of our hatcheries with the golden shiner, nota1:,ly at 

the Dwight Lydell hatcl1ery, has indicated that ad.ult shiners apparently o_estro:r 

bass fry. At least ponds containing golden shiners, su~uosedly to produce minnow· 

fry to feed the young of bass, have not yielded anything a:;r9roaching normd bess 

production. 

This report is written to call attenti.on to a simibr and. confirming experi

ence at the Manchester, Iowa hatchery of the U. S. J:.ureau of :E'isheries. This 
I 

is one of the olcer hatcheries, with a lon,9; term of eX9erience in both b2.ss end 

trout re::>.ring. r7e axe indebted to Su1Jerintenclent G. H. can of the M2nchester 

hatchery, for giving us the information here used_, on the occasion of our visit 

to his ha.tchery, 11.u,g;ust 7, 1932. 

Last ;:;rear ti.".O :ponds allotted to small-mouth bass fin~erling re,sring were 

given a sup-;ily of adult golden shiners, a.'ld mimy young shiners, before the bass 

fry were hatched and put in the~e ::_ooncts. This we.s in accora_ance with the Iureau 

of Fisheries, recomrnenc1_a,tions. Fror:1 one of tnese :.)Onc,s not a single bass finger-

lin{~ was obtained. Prorn anot:her about 400 , . .,ere seined in the fall, tut that 

was the ?J'Jr.>roximately nuniber of fin,:;erlings rescued from another "!)lace end ::9Ut 

into the :9ond. during the summer, when they were surely large enought to esca-oe 

being eaten by the shiners. 

In a third 3)0nd sever2.l p,o.ul t bass were alloweo to s:oawn n2tur2.lly, and 

were not removecl thereafter. From this uona. ;:;:bout 7000 fall fingerlings ,vere 

obt 2.ined. This is h~rdly a good nroduction, but st2ncts in rr1[l1·ked contr2.st to 
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the failure of the shiner ponds. It is quite -probable that t:1e shiners are more 

destructive of bass than are the adult bass. 

These it is true a,.1'.'e isolated occurrences, but confirm those eX9eriencea. 

in Michigan. The fact that these e::q:>eriences clash with those of the Bureau of 

Fisheries rit :Tairport, Iowa (the experiments a.t the basis of the :Bureau's recom

mendations) may be due to water concli tions. .ti.t the Manchester hatchery, as at 

our Dwight Lydell plant, the ponds are clear. The Fairport 1JOnds are fed by 

water pumped from the Mississipi:li, which is soupy with mud. In these ponds the 

adult shiners rnaJr have found difficulty in locating and catching: the bass fry. 
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