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YELLO'.V 

MeJ1Y fishermen read.ily a_istinguish bet,,een these three closel:r-related 

s:pecies b7 general a:ppeara.."lce. These fi she"' are much a.like, however', and they a:!'e 

:frequently con:~__-;_sed. Since size re~_,ulations differ for each (the sauger not 

being nrotected, the "blue pike 1::eing yrotected. lJelow eleven inches, and the 

yellow pike being protectea. under one ana, ~- hpJ_f :pounds) H is desirable that 0 

fishermen, ga.'Ile 'l"ard.ens anc. othArs who l1ave occasion to recoc;nize them at sight 

be able to ma.lee accurate identifications. 

The Instl tute for P:isl1erie:> '.;.esearch has. been asked to :prepare, fof ,1,is,~ '}}y 
'}\\.:]·.;· ,, -~ . 

the Depa.1'.'tment o'! Coc1.servc1Hon a crief descriution of the ,c:eans used for id1'nti-

fying the three cor.fu'2'in::o; sneciei::e • 

. A.11 are '"Tiembers of the sa:i1e genus Stizostedion. rr:'he 1:'>lue nike (5. g1aucum) 

iR known, in M-tchiga..TJ., onl;y from !,dee Erie. Tt:e yellow "l'.like or wall-eye (.§.:_ 

vi tre-o.1m) renges tl1roughout the gre:;,t b::..Ces an6- ascend!". many ri ~,ers. It is widely 

d.istributect in tl:e inhnd lakes and is "by f~ the most importent of tl:e three 

ascends some of the rivers 'but is ab:oent fro,:. the inland la2<.:es, with a :few ex-

ce?tions. 

':1he cornr:10!1 na.'lles of the "all-eyed pike 2nd_ its relatives a.re !';Or:iewhe.t confus1.ng, 
" 

nortnern :pi:ce anr. rel2..ted species of the gen.us ~- T'nese fishes :he.ve no spines 

in the fins and l1ave a single f_orsal fin. On the other nana., the vra.11-eye ana· 
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others of the Stizostedion group have two dorsal (bpck) fins, the first one i'lith 

sharp spines. 

l'.hil~ general appearance is ~ufficient to distin~ish each of the three species, 

when one is tho~oughly familiar with each, exact differences in color and struc-

ture should be used to make a positive identification. Structure characters are, 

of course, most reliable because changes in coloration usually occur after death. 

A :field key and a table of differences has been prepared for the use of 

those interested in learning the points distinguishing the blue pike, yellow pike 

and sauger. 

Since it is necessary to use a few technical terms, these are here defined: 

bony interorbital- the distance between the eyes excluding fleshy structures border

ing the eye; cheek .. -the area immed.iately benind eye a..'!i.d limited by the anterior 
( 

bone of the gill cover; dorsal fin-the back fin; nector~l ~the paired fin of 

each side of fish just behind head; pyloric caeca.e--finger-like extensions of the 

intestine at the :point where the stomach ends; ~ ray-the flexible, usually 

branched supports of the fins; snine--the stiff, unbranched supports of fins; 

orbi t-measureroent of the eye socket diameter. 

Field key. 

[should ser~e to quickly identify the majority of specimens. Read characters 

of A and A.A, choose which fits the specimen in question, and thus eliminate 

one choice. If your specimen fits A.A, proceed to ] and :BB and decide again 

whic.~ fits the key.] 

A. First dorsal fin conspiet1ously spotted with many rounded black spots, 

-pyloric caecae 5 to S in number. 
Sauger (§.:. c2.nadense) 

AA. First dorsal fin not conspicuously spotted with many rounaea s~ots, 

a large black mark on :posterior end of first dorsal fin, pyloric caecae 3 

in number. 

:B. E(\ye very large, its vertical diarneter more then half de"?th of 
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Cheeks 

E:ve 
Number of 
main soft 
rays in 

-3-

head at sa.'lle point: bony interorbi tal l!leasurement contained 1.4 to 

2.0 times in orbit length 

Blue :pike (S. glmcum) 

BB. Eye smaller, its vertical diameter less than he.If depth of head 
a,,, 

at s\me :point, bony interorbi tal measurement cont ainea. from less than 

1.0 to 1.4 times in orbit length. 

Sauger 
_!:. canadense 

= sand pike 

SUMMA.RY 

Blue :pike 
s. glaucum 
= blue wall-eyed 

pike 

Wall.eyed pike(§.:. vitreum) 

Wall-eyed pike 
~ vi treum 
= wal1-eyed pike 
= pike perch 
= yellow pike 
= yellow pickerel 

Usually closely Usually sparsely scaled Usually sparsely scaled 
scaled 

Smaller Larger (see key) Smaller ( see kev) 
17 to 20, usually lS to 22, usually 20 18 to 22, usually 20 or 
fewer thRn 19 or 21 

' 

' ' 

21 

second dorsal fin 
pyloric Number i:; to s, Number 3, each as Number 3, each as long 
caecae longest shorter than long as sto~ch as· stor!lach 

stomach 

Markings of Man;! consnicuous One large blac2.dsh One large blackish blotch 
first dorsal rounded blackish blotch e.t uosterior at nosterior end of first 
fin snots end of first dorsal dorsal fin 

fin 

Color Yellow conspicuous Without cons:eicuon.s Yellow cons-picuous 
(in life) yellow 
Size Up to two pounds Up to trx se -oonnos Un to twe~t;r nounds 
ran?-'.e 
Distribu- Great Lakes, rivers, Lake Erie Great Lakes• rivers and 
tion in a few inla."ld lakes. inland lakes 
M~ chiga.n 
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