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SPAWlJING SE.ASOXS OF GAYE FIS-q Hi t'.ICHIGAN 

We are in receipt of inquiries from the Department of Conservation regP..rd.in.,:" 

spawni~ dates for V3l'ious game s,:,ecies, and a copy of Mr. 0 1?1.alley's letter, in 

which he requests such information. 

We have no very large amount of data, further than that which was sent in oy 

Metzelear, Langlois and Hubbs some years ago. 

SMALL-MOUTH BASS 

Just finishing spawning in Crystal Lake, Oceano County, June 10, 1932. During 

our lake work, usually starting el)out the middle of June, TTe see very few black 

bass on their beds, indicating thnt the spa\vning is usually in May a.YJ.d early June. 

The species also is about through spawning when our lake crews get underway 

about the middle of June. We have some evidence that the ordinary spa.'!.'ning seaeon 

carries into .June, however. Thus, we fou:!2.d very recently hatched l~l"ge-mouth bass · 

in Hamlin Lake, Mason County, on June 14, 1932. 

SPOTTED BASS 

Absent in Michigan. 

ROCK :BASS 

In northern Michiga.11 this species sp::::tvms late. '.'.:'hus on July 21, 1931, many 

were found on their beds in Log Like, Kalk?.ska County. Rock bass were le.st seen 

on their beds in Hainlin Lake, Y.ason County, ?b~~t June 14, 1932. This i2 very 

early, to judge fro□ our general experience. 

Tb.e white crappie is scArce in Mic'i:i_igan outsid.e of Lake Erie, and no inforu1?tion 
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a!: to its spawning period is known to us. We have little new i!lfOr!'!J8tion on the 

black craopie. On June lo, 1931, tl:e,y were still on their beds in :Iillsdale County. 

BLUEGILL 

In the rrork rm the hybrid rnnfish, y;e found bluegills on thetr beds ?.nd producin"" 

eggs a!:d young on into fr.e first week of Ausust, t:r,ou:0'J re.tner few WE're spawnin,:; af~e::· 

.July 15. T11is W8S in T"::ird Sister Iinke, Was:1ter,-,w C)u,1':;y. Many were spawning :,ere 

i'."l early July. 

In 3:illsdale County, ·we found bluegills still on the beds in consider?.ble numbers 

o-r1 June 25, 1931. Prectically a.11 beds were occunied Ju!le 20. 

In ':'lolf Lake, 1Ten B-,lren County (kept cool by springs) were found recently 

h,at~hed bluegills fry on Jul3r 16, 1932. 

In at least some northern lakes blciegills S1Jf.'c\VTI. throush July ana. into Augu t. 

On July 21, 1931, Kettle Lake in Kalkaska county was revisited, and quite a number 

of very recently polished "ceds were found, Ur. MP.ther, res·'.)rt operator here, said 

that nea.rly all bluegills caught were still full of eggs, and th:3.t last yea!:' some 

caught throug.."1 August were in this condition. 

WA.:."91,:0U':'..'H BASS 

No new inforrn2,tion. 

PIKE PERCH 

We have no data on tl:e s-pawning period of fois species in inlancl ls}:es. 

Ho datf-1. 

CHAN:.;EL CAI'FISrt 

3U3'FALO 

This fis':l i"' very "'carce or a'bfent in MichifP.Yl water"'., e:xce-at fo:r sol:}e L"'ke 

7lic's.igP,n 12,gooc1~. ,:e haYe no d:'!.ta on its snaw-ning. 
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CA,."O.P 

It is di'fficult to fix tn.e s-pe.wnlng season o~ earn fmr. field observp.tions, as 

t:1ey roll ;:iro ..... 1nd and ju~ a lot even after t"::.e "'1)e,wning 1)eriod.. Pouuhrly such fish 

even in midsurr'rner are tho-:1ght to be sp?.wnin":', but we doubt this. Caro are s2id to 

u run 11 soon after the ice goes -')ut. 

In the River Raisin we !:lave found very young cern very pJmndpnt on June 12, 

indicating that the height of the sw1.mii!lf: wr-,s sol'1e time "\)revi::ms to t:h8t date. 

Young ta.ken in various ulaces i:1. July 2-nd Augu.st are a.lmos t r,l l 1:m inch or more long, 

indic?ting spai'lning some weeks previous. 

LUCE FISH nr G·El:S?.AL 

In our lake survey we have :na,de some observ-,tions of the sp2wning beds, end 

have learned. something of the end of the s-pawning season for the com":lon lake fishes 

as a whole. This gives an end dr-,te for any one of the species cor!ll11on in the given 

lake. Fresh beds are very seldom found in Au,guc:t, and usu8,lly few in late July, in 

either half of the lower peni nsu.la. 
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c:;cu1!,.~. 
Carl L. Hubbs 
Director 
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