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In response to a Depart:nental recme~t of 3"ebru.2J7 23, the Institute ca~ st":te 

that expe:dence indicates th2t a Yery consid.ereble depletion of the bc-1it minnow ,:,tock 

has t8.ken place wi thii;i. I'.ece:1.t years in at least msny fi'2hing l2kes, a.'t'ld in nearby .. ~ .· 

It has been our experie:cice t}iat the streams near thP fishin,,; lakes have a minnow 

po:!_)ulation well below wrr2.t would be exrJected froD the exi£tin,,:: C')nciitions. At con

siderable dista,:1.ces from roads, and in stree.Jns whicn for one rec>son or :mother are 

hid.den or inaccessible, we usually find a, rruch larger min?lO\V su.1Jply than in R.ccessible 

and epsily seen stre2.ms. 

Further evidence of depletion of the minnow supply co:nes from the circ-umstance tha.t 

bc1i t dea1isrs are often forced to trevel increasing distances to obtrdn i:m ad.equa.te 

minnow supply. This is typical evidence o:: depletion of A, fish stock. 

In our work in Iowa we have found the Sc>Jne si tua.tion. T'..r1e intensive local studies 

of Prof. T. L. Hankinson ~re in thoroug.'ri. agreement with our observ9.tions. 

No doubt the unregul2ted c>nd ofte'1 unintelligent 1:1ethods of h2.ndling the reserve 

stock of ba.it minnan s ha.s contributed her.vily to the depletion of the minnmv stock. 

V{hen it is considered th2.t the bait ninn.ows are the forage fish on w:tich the gar2e 

fish deuend for their grorrth to a l2,r2:e si7e, the nroblem has ear-marks of rather grave 

i:rrocr tance for the future. Eait rninnow culture rnt<,Y well provide a;'c. 1mswer to this 

9roclem, as 77ell as pro'Tiding me2.ns to h8.sten tr1e reestablishment oi an ad.equ2te fora-""e 
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!n:,,titute for •i::iher1.e'cJ · csrni,rch 
ti"!ivcrstty l'u1~s ·,1lVH:n:· 
Alm Arbo:t-, !;H_,~:d. an 

1evcrn.l letteTs 1vve 0~~0 1~ei,elv.;.i;i i,.,, t h off'\c(:l' t~l"i.ti.eioing 
the renovr:>l o:? 1:1inuo,vs frorn inlnnd ,vat,:';1'8 for tr1e p:ul"ro,:,ie o-f soclu~1nr• balt used 
in fishing, el,J.ming t}·w.t ~1 e,rc,~ 0:e;i.v,➔ drnin is betrw •:1Fc11e on th,~ mhi.now reMurC'.·'tS 
which may be rv,rl.cUDly lnterferir,c ,;,J th th~ f'.:>or, im..,~17 of ,;p• v-:,luPble t~me f'lsh. 

Sor1e of' t1Hil!!~ ooi~lafaits l!!"-Y ·t,0 ,~ ,,·,ew'1at ~re,i'.1(110~ d11e to V•e in
t ~re~t of Cffl3itl ""nrtios of und•1rteJ·int tLe -.ror· 0 r·:c1tion of rJinnon 'i.n control 
Y'Onds. 

r an wm•,•-~fn'il'l.{: w1-;otber t"i1e !n;lt itut,::l · :R~ '''l •1de ~ .. nv ol:1:Hn"Vdion9 in 
connection w1t1 1 tbc ra:iovr.<1 of ··,inno,,s '<:j':e ir1UtYl'' ·,td ~r;?. ·b.nt ·:1'.;'nl,l ~1:1·t:l:; tht:'1:-1 
to ~t:t91it on this unttor. 

fl'he ·c~w ·01nfo'r'ce1:1,oot 1 'ivhion se;-:YJS to oneflun.te!' 3ry-1a r'.tif?ieutty in 
enforchi.r the .-,rovisiO''i.':1 for !IGC's"trtr1, lic0ns-as to tet,-e ',!i.nnowt f0T ~-,r-1:1ercisl ,,ur
no5es. ':'he L-:7>/Jrt of' t:1e '"'l'Dvt~io11 ,f 1 ... w r0riu·l:ri.n"' '1- lfo~nee t,) f:.a:~~e minnows 
for C0!11t11erei/> -~u:r-,og es wc,s to cent.·!"@.:!. i. ·e crmt:ro1. rr,tI: er t'h1rr, to ..-:-l'nVii: e p,:r,.y eor1-
s!d.err•bl e w,o,mt of rsv011u<e an~ St) far ~ the c,mtrrt of the 'hh•n1vtsion eoes, 
it 180':19 to }mv0 aerve!f ih ""''.lr."'O~e, · 9 r•.~ny of the eo,·•"'1 ,,tntq i'or:!.lerly regist~rea: 
with t ·ts o?"'S.ce h~ve cotMv'l'.'l. 
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