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SUGGESTIOl'S REOA:RDI1l0 FISH Lll:GISLA.TIOI .AlfO Ht O(J!A't'I0NS 

~y Oarl L. Hubbs and J. Clark Ss.l;yer 

Thi• 1• one of the 8erie• of report• dealing with our tnYeetigation of ft•h 

Md rt~hing condltio~• in Iowa 1n the tJUJnmer of 1932. 

As a mean• of putting more teeth ll\ the laws, a r,enffal ltcen!lle ,iihould be 

required of' ffer~ person f1.ahlnt, the Ucen~e to be ,uwpendable or re-,•ooable on a 

connctton. li'or commeratal fishl-nif the ~nme ,,ro-,hi<m~ should holtl. ?or l!Ome 

t-peoia.1 typH of f1tthi11g, as the u,e of cel"tal,, trot line, ar n.eh, a mall bond or 

a de-ood t mi,:bt to good ad.Tanta«e 'be required, 9Mle to accrue to Departftlent funds 1n 

OOVM!ROIAL J'ISHING RE<'JJ'LATtONS 

P•• of trarmnel net 

The tr8Jlllftel net ts & Muroe of conddera.ble harm snd 111•'61 f'hhtne:, in the 

Mtuheip1tl near tandng, according to Ve• l3au.r ,md. other,. The ~and !'turgeon which 

nre !!~id to be sold, smoked, in mo!lt Llmdng stores are rel)orted to be caught by 

trsmmel neh. According to :Bftllr these nete tab mo~tl7 !ltu:r,v,eon and Mhwouri woke'l's. 

fir. P.au.r belle••• thnt trammel nets, "spoor man•~ net•, •ould do no h8.!"Dl in the 

Mluhd-ppl Ohamel, but belleTe• they whould be limited in length to 200 feet 

,md. tn u~e to the bouftdary ~ater,. He op-poget1 their ut:e_ in ~l1JUglu1 1 but fl-om ou.r 

limited lnfc,rmatlon we do ,-,ot IIPl)reclete the reason for thts view. 

Use of Pound and Hoop Nets 

A.bout T..8tldt'lt~ a ~mall -pound net wt th wt eel frll'ffle, !il?ld with a wing runnlni~ to 
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ehot'e, h ueed extend vely, being usually ~•t at a strategic i,otnt, ei the 

entr81lce of a dough. S111.l ver got the impression, from Mr. B8Ur ond others, the~• 

" netft are a gre~t detrtme1't to the b~s~•, l ~rR'f}ly bec11U~e they m-e not run oft.en 

Al"e ••t 111 the channel and btdted wttb clam meah or stale chee,e (often .,e-r:y foul). 

Th•~• hoop neh about I,Rn!lling are said to be generally made f'rom old neh obtained 

from 11 'T'he Ratohery•. A larger hoop ,iet h ~aid to be uHd for buffalo. We h ~ve 

no ,niggedlon a1 t.o ln.wt1 ot{Pe«ulatlol'la on i:rueh neh. 

R.E(JOLA.'!'IONS ?-:lR RC,J(RI nsB m.tMOV.A.L 

'Mll• ts of course a problem that cellw fortb oon~iderable deb Ate ann ant~nism. 

lttffl7 an~lers hsve a t'ai,s.tte e:ntagonhm to any kind of nettlnti; , thou"'1 the 9- f rl ou~ 

neH of t.he rot1gb fl ~h menace in Iowa laket h so obTiou1 thA.t in thh ttate the 

feelin f:: t, not 10 wild alt ehewhere. '!"here OP..n be no rea~on ,~ble doubt th ·· t 8l'\ 

exce!!tt1Te nu.~er of C'1l'1>, gheep•bead (or bullheads) is 'Ye'f'y d.eleterl•)Ut to the 

t>'l"oduc ., lon. of' better fl <1hes. lutlt how the dominance ot the~• ~pecie, atrech tbe 

other• lt not tull7 bu,1m, 1,ut ob!AffatiOT11 now ~eem d.ef"!.n:l te enou#!;h to establhh 

the rel!'lt1.<m. 

"'hit ,,roblem h t!hoa•••~ ~t more length ht the tntroduettcm to our reoort 

on Iowa laketi. C:Ui"f'loe 1. t to f88Y here, th11t whether the rouett fi«b re110Ye.l 1 e done 

by tltete or by contrttct, it llhoul4 be under most r1gi4 nep~rt11enta1 ffll)et"'f'iston. 

'Mlle w-oerthion ,hould not only COYei- cal"ef'a.lly ~awn coTttrsch, but aho eon ,te.nt 

Local id••• and ••en -oNjudlCH ~ho.uld be underitood a-nd met in a ...- to en,:e11der 

good wtll ln.1tead of dhtru"t ~d 81\t,.goniem. 

It wae often beard through Iowa the.t there were many abueee of the eontraot 
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1711tem of POUgh fiwh remoTal. One of theH was the Ol)erator• delibe!'stel:r left a 

gooc! 1tp&lffling nucl9'1■ to -prHdTe a year-to-year erOJ) of r ough f1~h. lh'en 1 f tNe, 

"• do not "" why tbi • 1thoula cau,ie great wony, pron.ded the numb~rs of rough :M.•h 

are 111,.teriall1 re4noed.. It might be the bed '!)Olio:, to hold the milll>er~ down H'enl,y, 

3 

1>rofit-1'-le. The uaual cour11e then would be to wait until the rough fhh recoTered 

enough to become a serlou.,i •nace epin. The ext1net1ott or the rough n ~h eee!l\9 to be 

out of the qu.e~tion tn general. rr1letr control ~o ae to pre,e"e • balance ie po•1lble. 

Of course fult1ll1t1g the main object of -prese"lng a balance should be in!Jhted upon. 

Working one itate crew in with the csonmercial oper~tor11 mii,bt 1>reTent quitting too 

tlOOn. 

Our ob~enatton~ do ~ot indicate thnt a tingle ~et of d•tdled regul ~tions for 

the remoTal or oourl!!e fie 1e 4edrable. The form of contract, metbod of warden 

.a'ft4 mnbere to !"UIOYe, eto., thou.ld. be letend.ned b:, local condt tioll«. Pull leewa, 

~houltl be ~"•" the Department of. making ~epnrate regulRtion• f'or rrupjl f1 !!h remoTal 
r~>-t 

f,-om eaah lake h each,,thereof. 

USE 01 TllO! ttns 

'!'he p:ret!lent la,r re,;nrdtng trot lines ,eemti well derl,ed and worc!.e4 for ..._ 

■e...a ■3. .f&a&a interior rl.Yer11, but tw tmpractlcal tor commercial nmUag. t11111.t1ng 

trot lift•• to two per -perRon ,md. to 15 boon pe1'1n• eeeM foolhh for t.he two 

boundary rlTeJ's. Yor these riYertJ •• w1JUlcl sugg-eit allowtng trot line, u, to 200 

feet long, and. with Ul) to 150 hook«, A.M not more th&n three l)er peri<m 1'1Ah1~. Aw 

a aafegu.ard. acaln~t illegal UH a lleenH shou.14 be required., ffl.:it:Ject to w.~~•ndon 

or reYoeation on oonYlctlon of a Yiol r:tion. Requiring the running of the Unet 

hmbeP ot Uneu J.. tttnr-:le instead of two line~ -petjperson would HP to be -------
a rea9onitble an~ ~ro~•r re~tr1ct1oft. '!'he argnme,,ts for !'!UCh a prorls1on were well 
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«tn.ted. by '1ar4en !ardman as follo•" I One ltne well w&tched and handled wt 11 est ch 

ae l!la1'l7 fhh u two wt th di vtd.ed at tentt on, 11' the fhh ,u-e bt tin&S ot.hertrhe there 

1• not auch u!e f'tehtng: the unwatched line allows fish, e~peo1ally Jlb to iwallo,r 

the bait, causing injury in un.hooldnh umere11ed fish (watching one line w~ll allon 

a.'1 anf;ler to hook the fbh 1 n the, mouth). 

§nKSM•- It was re-ported to u~ to be unlawful to •gn.agt' n~b in Iowa, yet we 

saw this ,:,ractteed. at Iowa 01 ty and in the heart l) f' Cedar 11Al)1dt1. '!'be •violator~• UH 

a small pieoe of bnlt •to n&de lr. In the lower portions ot the big Iowa River 

we d.o not ~•e th at fill.ch harm wou.ld re,iult from wob t'hhtn.g, and would tN.gge1J1t 1 ti! 

leplt 1atlon for tN.Ch water~. 

SIZE UMITS 

1,11-,,d 1\!ft 

There h ~ome rell!!oft fo"f' rahht~ the d H Hmit on wa11-eyei -oike f"!-om 12 

inch•• to 14 1nebeth In Mr. Orel Hoel•• H'.J>-"''l"tenae at OleP.l' Leb. 12 inch fi!th nr• 

not 8l)&WT1er1. lfe be1teTe• th~t &D-Y lon due to J"Pl()Tal of 12 to 14 inch pike from 

the hook will be more than of"f!-et by an ineres.Hd natural ,;pawning. Mr. Ealll", on 

the eontr..,, belte-t'H the lo~" caused by removal of the "11'18.ller fhh from the 

hook Ju~tif"t.H the -present l?. tneh law. All we CAl'l "&7 h that 1n. r,en~ral the lou 

of f.1 sh on hook removal ~ar• to be len serlout than b gener~l 17 ~l'J)011ad. 

»Inv .ku.l 

'!'here ui~ to be no good n r..tural real!lon1 for h RTine different la,rs or regul.a,. 

t ton• on the two s,ecie• of 'b lACk b au ooCNJ"ri ng 1 n Iowa ( imal 1-mou th ~n.d large

mouth). Jurthermore a lgge l) ef'centage of ene ler~ do not accurately dhtlngul~h the 

'ell>•)••• so that two dM U11ltl would be confllthtt:t and dlt~lt ot enforcement•. 

Tbe present 12 inch law on ban seem• r tJ.ther exce$dve. J. number of •tates, 

1nclud111g ~t.~an, hs:Ye abandon~ a 12 inch law in tawr ot B 10 in~h ln•• Iowa 

bass 8l'e ~ere.l ly cltu-nky' An<' .. tn mod condt tion, and therefore ••t~ up decentl1 

at 10 lncbes. Wo doubt •ome at 1 ea,t !ll)&Wn tb~t. 11mall. 
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fhile some b e.u guorhmen favor a 10 inch law,o\her• ~•ar 9&t19fied with 

the t>re~ent -,,roTidon.. At Clear Lake, Orel Hoel report~ tb :\l.t be h·' • n.ot he~c:\ mch 

objection to the 12 \neh l aw. Mr. Bwr told UP: he thinks the l?. inch limit too 

hi~ for ln?'ge-mou.th be•"• and we agree. 

In the rtY(>.!'tl •• ,~t eYidence through ob~e.nAtion and tef!ltimon7 that ldge 

number• of 10 inch b,tu AN ceugbt, wbereafl few of 12 inah•• or lon•r are t 11ken. 

Thus in the Oed.ar at Floyd we 'ilaw ~••e:ral 10 inch bMt1 emgbt • and heal'd that 

though msn., of' thh d11e were Cftll£}lt • o?lly one or two leg,il ban would ort\btal"i 17 

'be aauf,bt ln an afternoon•" 1'tt1hh1g. fery probably- n8.tural loues (t"loodli,.e, etc.) 

account in large meaqire fort.hi~ dtuat1011. It would seem•i"• toal.low the catching 

of a rea•orut.ble mmber of 10 and 11 inch b~s8. 

Qrappie 

The law tihould be uniform that for both specie• of eravpie (bleelc Ol'RP'Pie, 

PGtnt>Jh 'PN'.9\4.!•• and wbtte crappie, f91oxl111 emilorl•). .A separe.te law would not 

be und"1"9tooc!., as maey do not dimtlngul~h the two kind11. We believe th.q t 7 or ~ 

6 lnche• would be ~igh enough Um t on the orap~l••• agreeing with Vee BA.Ur. 

Sutttith 

We recommend thP.t the Umtt on wnfhh other thAn bluegill• be remoYec! entirely. 

The -present 4-tncb Umlt t~ unsathta.ctory, in that it l')rotect• the r.&ilts of only 

the u-nded.rable ~ fol'IU (the oranr,e-wpotted run.fish ln all localttlat1 And the 

green su-nfhh 1n some -pleoee). '!lo -protect the~• form, h to eMourage their mM1.val, 

at the u-pen1'e of bettn !11)eole1!1. It h t1oubtful t t ll!fJJ),-rate le.,n on the 41 ti'erent 

t!l•1•• of wu1nfi"h otber thatt blueir.Uh would 'be enforc.able, s• the general 'P'llblic 

(,md eTeft some of the fi•hery of'fteia.la) do not d:htinguhh the ~!,>eetes. 

Blu!$!11 

In e01118 Iowa 1Abw, a• Oltua take, the bluegill h a Teey fine fhh and Peache• 

a good. stse. A. four-lnoh la 1• lnadequst~ protection for bluegilb, to ln9UJ'e a 

8'Pawn1ng !!tock. We reaolffllend 6 inch lb:d.t on the ~luegtll. 

Trout 
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Mlchf. ~gn finds a 7 inch trout law more aqeeabls and 1athfact,ory than 

&n g inch lo. We belte-ve there 11! even more ret11.so" for a 7 inch law in Iowa. In 

that !!lte,te art11'1ctal -pr~ogatton h mN lffl'Dortant t h811 in Mleh1~a.n. relathe to 

to natural reproduction.With the butlclil'lf.7, of adeqa.ate rearing fACilitiet1, it •dll 

become tncreaglngly common for tbe trout to be C8Ugbt ~oon after being "Planted. 

A.nd U h mcb cheaper l'!.!'I" safer to rat11e 7 lnch trout than those an inch longer. 

The;· lower limit would, allow n~b to be taken whteh otherwbe would haYe to fp...ce 

a second. winter and ~rln?'. , when a tremendous natural lou mwt ocou.r in Iowa 

'Jtre8Dl9e 

CJ.TOK LIMI'1'S 

Hg Md ll lMk ,Ban 

We met with some aggeetione (89 by Wardell Har4Jaan) thn.t the eatch llad.t for 

ptke (g) 1• too hlgh. Ft.Te pike would, ~•em to be enoud,l to 11athty an nngler. 'lfe 

thlft.lc tht" tnig~etttlol'l a P,OOd one• &!\d recommend thS-t seot1oa 1732 be amended to 

read (ht ,art)& •ot wh1ob tot•l maer not moN than ei~t !hall be~~•"' .J!!L,wall-eyed 

-,,tke, - .ml EE!. 1llE. .Q.u. shall la Dl1-•n4 pike, m ll2.1 !2tl ~ 11:u 8hall 

)a bl&ak baep 2! etthe:r 2.t both s•ete,. 
SliSOli t?Vl't'S 

In ~eneral. the 9eaeon limltw as e9tabltshed in towa seem fairly wound. 

Howenr, intelligent ob9't".M'1ttion ae to l>reedh1g f.euon1 1 etc,., ma, eAll for changea. 

't'he o-oen1ng of' t,he fhhing 011 baH • O!'apple, 'bluegill, and sunfigh on Jane 14 does 

not Pi.Te oomplete -protection to all 91>4101.••• etrpec1&11y the bluegill, but this Cal\ 

generally be proT14ed by the Htabltt1hment of more SJ>awning refuge•• 

'!'he law (or lack of lu) -pent ttlng the catching of bullhead• at t\llJ' time 

of the yea 1nTo1Te1' 41ftieultie• tn fish con~erYstio111 &lid whould be abolbhed. 

It came to our attention e1peclally at 'luttle Lake, that in fishi-ng for bullhead• 

'before 11'-'1' 15, man, perch are csugllt, !!Ollle of whieh ftl"e Ulegnlly t8lten away, other• 

~urpo9efu.lly piled on the toe to die (to ~revent re-bitln~). W'hile oth~r9 die from 

hook injuries. rhe solution, which would also help make enf'oreement easier, 
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would. be to open f1~h1ng for bullheads O't\ tl8,J' 15, slo~ with pike• eto. 

'!'he seat1on for '1Mi1ng or any kind on dedgnated •trout tttreaJM• ebould be 

ma4e to coincide ri th the tPou t Beason, preferably MAY nft.1 to Labor Day 1 nc lu d Te. 

Tht!l migge!Uo11 11 made to faciU.tate and to tncreaee the law enforcemot. The tn

cludo'll of Labor nar woo.L.\ meet w1 th popular faYor, u 1t fflJUld allow n~hlng over 

the l,ru,op Da:, weell:;.en:d, 'When many people like to go a.field. It h al!lo an eae7 

date to remed>er. 

?ISHDTG H''tJ!sS 

The G-ame 'tarden, are naturally de9lrw, or a law prohtbitt:ag ~ort 

ft•hine; 1.n the t!ark, a,s nolatlon,s in a-ngli'ng, netti?tg, etc., are eonnonefJt then, 

flfld 1110,t dtff'ltNlt to 4etect. A• a OOftl!)!"onrhe Warden ltll!'dman finorw i,. provtdon 

ta prohibit ft!hing fl-am a boat betweem the hOUJ"s of 9100 P.V. and 4100 A.¥., ?tot 

prohibiting f19hing fr-om 8boretJ, docks or by wat1t11g beaobe,. 

Perhaps 1:-ullhead f'hh1:ng would wfter most amo11g tbe legi ttmat• 1'ol'ffl9 of !lrf)Ort, 

'b7 guch a 1>rorldo1t. Th~t l)Oint 9hoold. be eon"1del'ed, ny,ecl ,-117 a1 holding dOW!l 

the 'bullbead.tJ •••• neoeua1"7 to the 'best prodaetlon ot the better ge,ne f1gbe8. 

OOlr!'ROL OJ' Sli!ININ!l .l!i'D HA.Nl)LIWG JlA.IT Milf!lOWS 

~• 1'ein1-ng of mtnnon tn the trout waters ot the state should 'be p:rohtl>it•d• 

To fAOllltate the adJninlst?atlon of this and other ~rorls1on~, the •tream• of the 

•tate ahoulc! be OAJ'efttll1 ala,sdfied. nnd. ■cmed. .A.t least the ti-out water!! sboul~• 

dedgn11t•d. as Nch. 'rbi • ~ecome11daU011 ts made not 01111 w1 tb the Yin of emng 

food f<Yr the trout, but aleo ot taYlng the trou.t them1elYee. 

Spectne pfi>rldona ••4 be made, and enfo!"ce4, to outlaw the holding of 

game f1.9h tingerli~• 1.n bait bu.cut, or boz••• 'nle tran9Porltng of carp for bait 

mould be made 1 tlegal. 

Oonn,eralal bait 4ealen llhould be required, to be lioense4, at a fee suff1ote11t 

to eare for oTel'hea4 1.ftYOlff~ • and the lloens• should be n•ooable. A p~•io!l 

ehou14 be 84«.a, allowll'tg the D.;,art•nt ~ Ulllt the lteen••• a• to 'Place of 
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Hinlnr,, getl?' to be used, number of mt.Mows to be taken and. nunber to be held on 

hand at any o'll• time. 

Minnow depletion, especially about the lakes. is apparently becoming seric:m1. 

Effort! should be made to 1.nduce b~t dealer~ to establhh adnnow h~tchertes. 

lzperimetlh ln eo• etates (u Miehtt;an) nem to lnd.1cate that thl11S •ill pro•• 

-pr act t cob le. 

ZONllG 0-, ?URIWG ,-AirERS 

In or4.i- to faeillt fl.te their te«al 8d.mln11atto11, Iowa• ti fhhlng watwe should. 

be 0B1'e1\lll1 sOfted. 't"hh 1'0\lld require we mv,ol!e the delegP.tton ot imectftc -power 

to the nep,atmnt to c.11.o thl•• It t11e•• adrl«able to l'roi.'btt m:h1'how ~etntng ht 

trout etr..- but not 1.n non-trout waters , at l._,t. ~o:r -the l)!'e!!ent: ~l~o al!Ti E! Able 

to mske all :N.11bl~ 1'1 ti-o<i.t wtre&m!I cotneld.encf.tl. ' °lt.h the trout !!easo?t • 

. ~. · ' Obv101uly the s<ming ot the '\'l' ~t ers should. fbllow, a. careful elaulf'lo11tio11, '1'he 

zom • w0'1ld often (11 -Yid4t «trea1Jl9 or l ailce•• to !!Mll'll"nt .. +:r,,,, t and e11~ential ly 11on-. 

tl"out water• in web a wtreaa a• the Macoqueta, .or tp set off ba.y9 or shore-,ectlone 

of lalte• s• refage~, 

In Nab a 1onlng, we hope th n.t O\lJ' field eXAft'llnation re-ports •111 be u11eful. 

Mlteh tarther work of oour11e rema11'l• to be d.one, before the mo11t u.t1.111:t..,..,, 110ning 

oould be derlsed. tt shoa.ld be -oo11'ted out• howeTer, that the sonine ean be done 

'by etep«. Thu•, tbe reculat1011t1 reg~dtng trou.t wateN ehould be 9?P1ied to 

•d•a\«nAttA trout stre&IM•, end these could. be des ignated from m,.,th to month as 

1nforma.U.on became a•aileble. Jnd of cour11e <ila.nff•t 1 n de~igM.tlon would at time!; 




