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Mr. A. ,. Stewart, of the 1'?q\on Plai!le hatsery bnught in a 181"~ bullhead 

on v~ ?'3 '!lrlth r•~••t that tdentt f!.etJ!U.oa be mo.4e. '!"he n•• ~lone wtt'h a muriber 

of' otbeJts• •• caught ll'l 11ete u,utd to ob\atn blttecl-11 breeder, tn Oeklad take, 

Wa.ter:tord '!'OfflH~hip. Ir. St~ retMPbd about the umun1ally large bullhead• affll~t 

hel"'e. Tl.le one fl.th• ,'thleb wae exdintlK\ rrewh, wa, 11t 1/4 tncluis (total 111'1'\gt'h) ad. 

wetgb&d 1 1/?. pallftd~. Th.11 wu Aai»ml ndril,aa,, umally called. "oommon• o,

"b,-own 'bul 1'bMd" • 

ftu1tng, •l•ee the 11b1aok bullhead" (At. •1£,f) it ~ot ~1.,,,'" blMker thl'fin th• other 

tpeciH aTtd the • yellow 'bullheadtt (.i. nataU.e) le fr-aquntly found to be yery darlri. 

co1onrl. The •eomon bull.he.a• la und.oubteclly the moat va.luable 11-peeles<>f the three 

'beomuu, ot tta larger •h••• 1.lh.e *,yellow bullhead.• lt the ~•t a.lNndant $ eotee b1 

southen. Michigan. tt 15 dimt!n,go.t11hed h-0!1'l the other two by white chin 'bat'l'Hitl• and. 

a long a:nal fin (utu1tlly 26 ?'ays). Unforiunat•l:,, the ~Cle-9 of tnllbeatltit nre not 

c'he<'bd bef'Ol'e 1Joma rt,h O\lltttral O't)erattont ma!e u.•e of' the• dd the 1Jmalter, leu 

Ya111Able tti,eetet bal'e been l11trodwtet\ tnto n• wat:•t W"be'll U ••• the tntenttn to 
l:ntf'Odnoe the 1..,,. Q eomon "bttlthe$.dlt. Po!' 8S'.affl1) le. the 11'b lack bl 1 lhead• has 'ROW 

'beOOlle HtabHe.be4 tn rorto Ri4'0. Perha-ps no fl.eh cultural use of bullhead:1 ts 

oontemplated tor tn.ohiga11 watertl but, ! f r,rop~tlott 1 ~ u!'ldetftkein. the •connon11 

bu11head is a 'Mlfficdetltly better -tt,h tbM the other two li!'pt-41H to lndi.cm.te destra

btlttr of ttarefta.1 1d.e11H.fica.t1on of 1tock. A.11 thr-ee ~@clet gr.e native to lfteblg,m,. 



At the ••• time, vr. StW&J"t submitted sample of the soales of a 15 btoh b!"Ook 

tr0t1t • one ponfld six oum ••• ew:dlt by hlm itt Spring Or&&k:, Drll,J'ton Plains, on May 21. 

Se•eral sodff were eum1ne4emt the age wu tenta.Uvel1 Nad as three winters. '1\e 

fi'lh would then 'be of' the hateh of' enrl:r 19;0 end haYe ha.d tbi-ee full growing seasons 

att4 a fraction. (J01111pUte4 f'tsh lengt'ht, 'baeed. on meawnments of the ecale to each 

winter mark1 tn relt'tiol'l to the sea.le d-&e and 'ln\on fish 1~ Ntt time of capture, 

de at: rollont 6.4 lttdhe•• 10. 7 taohe•• 13.6 lncilet11, and 15 inches (length at capture). 

Th•He mea•remet1ts oheok ver1 well with th• e,:pected ~owth rate of' a brook tNUt, and 

the tnterptletatton ot the age bi probably Oi>ft'eot. Brcsok: t:t-out sCfl.1.es, however, cto not 

f'Ol"ta a ver1 dtsttntt winter ni~n"'k and cannot, at p:t"e~ent, be read with the same oti!t"tatnty 

at rainbow trout 10,riµ••• Ir an ~ llao been made, tt is ~:rob8b1Ei thtt the age will 

:p- oft lower than that given. 'two of th• winter marktt &re dbtlnct, but the first winter 

maTk 1• um el"tal1t.. Tb~ degree or MCUJ"aoy of the ctt.leulated lengths can11ot be d-Bted 

unt.t 1 :tuJ-ther wot"k on bl"(tok t1"ont f!!oa1ea ha., 'been don•• 

John R. Greeley 

Aast. to ntr-eotor 
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