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PROJECT FOR A NEW C. o. C. CAMP FOR IMPROVEME!fr OF THE Dl• 

LAND WA'fERWAY IN CHEBOYGAN AND EMMET COUNTIES, MICHIG.AB' 

The "Inland Waterway" 0£ Michigan oon1i1ta ot a. ohab. ot large inland lakes 

8J14 connecting ohanael• OJ" rivers, 111mg famous tor aeem.c beauty and recH&tiOllal 

ve.lues. These lakes include Kullet:;. BUJ't, Pickerel and Crooked, which are among 

the very largest and t"i.Hat ot the inland watere ot the state. Miles ot lake 

shoreline around these la.kea are lined with reson oott&gq, large and emall, 

hotels, boat liveries and the like. State pa.~ka and other state properties also 

lie along the shorea, assuring tree aecese by the general public to the lakes, ea

pecially tor fishing purposes. 

In tol4'Mr yea.re ~ha We:tenvay was mueh us&d tor light navigation and tor aight• 

aH:i.ng tripe, but; of late years the pa.vea roe.de around the lakes have taken aver 

suoh 1ira£tie, and the channels b~ the lakes have in plac&s filled in eo aa to 

make 1 t rather difficult even to take ama.11 fishing boats through. This ia true 

l!lOst partioularly ot Cr-ooked River. 001U1eoting Crooked t.e,ke 'With Burt Lake. A 

moderate amount or dredging would open these channels to tree passage by boata 

used tor fishing and other ncreat1onal uses, and would doubly insure tree publio 

use of all the lakes. Reato:ration ~ the charm.els would no doubt bring the 

"lnlend Wa.tel"WB.y11 ba.ck to ita tonier raa, but now more on a recreational rather 

than a cOllll'D.&roial ba.sia. The development. would be ot beMt'it not only to the 

hundreds of local r••orters, but also to the mo:r• general public. A dre4ge owned 

by Emmet County would probably be me.de available for this work. 
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This dredging project would very properly, in our opinion, oome under the 

E. c. w. progrrun.. It would be in ettect a -rmterway tr~il, making large areas ot 

fine fishing water morEt accessible to the public and providing a fine course for 

recreational travel. In purpose it would thus be essentially like a woodland 

trail opening up areas tor hunting, fishing or hiking. Furthermore it would be 

very a.dvantageoua to have thi4 dredging done under E. c. w. auspices, because much 

harm could be done to the fishing resouro•s which are of lea.ding importance in 

the region. Thus weed beds Whioh shelter and feed the fishes, or spawning beds 

which allow tor natura.1 reproduction, might be smothered out llllleas a man under• 

standing tiah lif'e were- in ch.al"ge of the work. 

Fishing in these large lakes is tairly good, but in our opinion is subject to 

very material increase by means of well•planned lake improvement work. This work 

would be designed (1) to concentrate tlbe large fish about very large brush devices 

in te.irly deep water, eo.nceatratLng-the--f~ inoreasing the oatoh per hour; 

(2) to provide shelter tor the young gwae fish so as to increase their survival. 

thus providing a replacement stook to take the place of the increased number of fish 

caught ouia (3) to improve food production so aa to increase the l"a.te of growth or 

thtJ fish and (4) to better the spawning conditions so aa to increase natural repro• 

duetion. 

These lakes are so large that adequate improvement could not be accomplished 

by Wiling one or two squads of a dozen or two dozen men. Tho lakes have the follow

illg aoreage, according to the Miohiian Lakes~ Streams Directory, Mullett, 

15720J Burt, 176401 Crooked, 28801 PickerelJ 1300; Round, 250. Including connect

ing channels. close to 50000 aorea ot water are involved. The effective improve• 

ment ct these waters would require the use of about five or six 24•:man or9W8 through 

moat or the summer period (April 15 to October 15). 

In connection with the pla:md.rig ot the improvement of these lakes it should 

be mentioned that the entire waterway was thoroughly charted. and sounded years ago 

by the federal goverllnl$nt. Furthermore, the lakes have been studied in acre or less 



dete.il by the staff or the University of Michigan Biological Statio:m. on Douglas 

Leko, nearby. Biologists from the station would be available tor consultation on 

the plam::i.ing of the work. The University lands (Boga.rd.us Trao-t) extend from 

Douglas Lake to the north shore or Burt Lake, and include near Burt Lake a. large 

swamp f'rom whioh muop of' the log and brush material. needed to improve the lakes 

oould be obtained. This would simultaneously improve the swamp tiaber, which 

is in need of clean-up work. 

A number of minOl" and related projects could be a.ooomplished by the ea.me group 

ot me. These inoludea 

(1) Eal-ly work dip-netting walleyes and otll$r large fish below the clam in 

the Cheboygan River (which is the outlet of the Waterway), and tranatering these 

to the lakes. 

(2) Some improvements to the operating plant of the State Fish Hatch~ry at Oden, 

on Crooked Lake. 

(3) Al\ extension of the Fish Rearing Station at Wolverine,. which is operated 

from th• Oden Hatchery. 

(4) Stream improvement, to increas• the trout oatoh in aevera.1 streams tri• 

butary to these lakes (Minneha.ha Creek1 the lower parts of the Sturgeon. Pigeon 

and Maple rivers, etc.). 

(5) Constructing a dam in the outlet of Douglas Lake (Maple River), so as to 

maintain a more nearly con$tant lake level. This is deeira.ble trom the standpoint 

ot tieh conditions, of cottage developments and of the op.rations ot the University 

of Michigan Biological Station located on this lake. Loea.l residents and reaor-tera 

have been requesting this dam for years. 

(6) Miscellaneous minor projects, perhape including some 11tield administration" 

developments and v,ork on the Burt Lake State Park. 

The entire project, to conclude, ia a very desirable one from the standpoint 

of ocmservation a.nd is vecy distinctly in the publie interest, both looal and general. 

It ie s-trongly desired by local residents and resorter•• 



The magnitude ot the project is such a.s to call £'or more men than have 

ordinarily been spared tor suc1t work from any one c. c. c. camp. We therefore 

respectfully suggest that a new oqp be authorized tor the April 15 to Oo'tober 15 

period to carry out the project. A location on Crooked River near Alanson would 

make the whole area readily accessible both by water and by- paved. road.a. 

The supervising pereonnel need•d by this ca.mp should not exceed the average. 

Since the work would be highly specialised, the Ccunp Superintendent it properly 

chosen could supervise the constructional operations, as was done by the c. c. c. 

camp which conatr~cted an a.rti:ticia.l lake a.:t; Ottumwa• Ion. We have in mind a man 

dll qualified for th.is post. 

The heavy equipmont ought not exceed the average tor a c. c. c. oaiap, though 

it would be different. The needed dredge could probably be borrowed trom Emmet 

County, a.s stated be.tore. Sevel"al barges would be needed., but these could either 

be rented or purchased at Cheboygan or built at no great oxpense. A number ot 

outboard motors., and a small tug or heavy-duty launch would be needed. The latter 

could. no doubt be rented oheapl:,, on the lake or at Cheboygan. Fewer trucka than 

usual would be required, and probably fO'W'\tr light tools. Two or perhaps several. 

light pumps for jetting poles would be needed also. 

We anticipate that this projeo't it approved and carried. out would turnish an 

extremely valuable DEMONSTRATIOli ot what oan be done, by lake and stream improvement 

l(Ork, tnoreasing the fishing and other recreational interests in an area of large 

lakes.and trout streams, and thus building up values in an area. where recreational 

~tereata are the ehist economic asset. 

INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES RESEARCH 

~a::/~b:LM, 
Director 
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