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Logan alM'l Ohampaip Oount1••• Ohio.. The purpose of the work was to mke 

oolleot1one ot fishes to tun:d.sh e4d1\1cmttl raoorda tor tho Pl'OPoN4 "F1shea 

ot Oh1o" and to tnwaUga'le the tl"OUt posail>U.i tiu or thia stre.aa. 

Tbe oollec't1ng ot apoci:m.ena, whi,.cti. wna done uader porm1\ ld.ndl.7 !"t1rniahed ·, 
by Ml"• !1o1n11art, Oonservation oomiasione:r, waa suooeaatul. Previoua 1:nd1oa

t1ona tbat tb(, fish tawia ot this stream is vi'J:J:;/' J)ftoul1al" were oonf1:mied 8n4 

one new oount,1 ·reoord ns o'btained. some intere~'tting obsen-e:Uone we~• al.•o 

obaervation made ia the river at the JIOUth ot rJ.nc•s Creek waa "hat of' tour 

rare in this st!'li~am.. It 1• quite poaai'blo that these buss •ere toroe4 up into 

these oold waten t,y reeen.t pollution enttui•1Jlt; the Mad lUver at ~he 01 ty ot 

Basing our opinion on ,-rs or experience and in'ffetigation of the trout 

aters of W.ohige.n, we agl"M that the stream has man_,, chanoteristioa tsYOr

al>le to trout. The water 1s surpr1n1nsly oleai- tox- im.: Ohio stream, 'l'be 

temperatures which he.ve been taken by thi:r-: Div1e1on ot CO:neel"'fat10n1 ooi:u,1de~ 

ing the pur1t1' ot the water. are woll within the toleration ot &Yen 'brook ,rout. 

Spe11Jl1:ng gra"lel 'RO tound to be plentitul. The ditching of the atrea •1 mi 

haft m1nd tb& tempel'lllture • beooue 1 t bas probab4' pe 1111 tted. a greater iaf"low 



of epriq water• although 1n D»8' parlo of Ohio ditehing pr,u1Ume.bly warms 

the tn:reUl.8. Tllia bas P:l!"Obab)J' not been true of this et:reera beoause ot the 

peculiar na\ure or the eoil and water aupply. 

Although we undera'8ad that hundreds of' tb.ou11uulds ot f1ngerl1ngs 

to adult trout hue been planted during reoen:t yeSJ"a, during whioh time it 

has bean partly clo'"'4 to fiehing, •• could not 1"1114 a single trout in the 

stream, although •• exa."llined thf.i etrea carefully tor half a mile upstream 

t:rom Ludlow Bridge, Monroe Township. Logan County, and tor a mile downstreero 

trom the mouith ot King's creek, in S&l.am and Concord Townships, Ohampaip 

Oounty. 'l'ho latter section we aetnecl ~lmet eontimiouslJ, Without ol>ta.ia1ng 

a single speoimen of trout ot any siZf)• While 1 t 1a pot!eible that an ocumaiori ... 

al adult trout may- haw escaped our attention in the deep holes, Which e•iat 

only beneath ihe bridges, we teel confident tha, the:i'"e has been no natu.re.l 

reproduction. or any consequence 1n the area examined.. beoau• not e single 

Yo'Ull8 1:iro\lt was found 1n the sco.nt marginal shelter ot ftt.erc:rese, etc., where 

they un4oubwdly- would have beoo tound it they hntt been present in ftJQ' numbers 

wOl'th mentioning. 11.oreover, no tmut wer.a obsel""9'94 in a ratht\ r cureor.v exami

nation ot Macochee and King creeks. 

Since Mr. '.L~utman.' s :)reVious examination• of th1e st-ream have 

1nd1cated that the seetiona examined are typioal ot the etremn as a •hole, 

we oonolnde that there has been no eetabl18hment or troot in this streaa 

auttloient to pro'Vide worth-while f1ah1ng. Certainly the closing or th1a 

et.ream '\o t'ishing has not led to the anticipate4 result of building up a trout 

P">l)Ul.a'Uon through natural reproduction. The manapmen.t practice on thie 

atroeni baa, tn our opinion, 'been a tailure. 



The reason why -e trout have not remained in any considerable uUllbera 1n 

thia stream 11'!1 1 in our opinion• due to the oom.bill4\._1on ot a high flood crest and 

al.most wtal laok of adequate shelter. 'the trout have lite.rally been unable to 

stem the noods and have been •ahe<l dos 1n1io the Miami am finally into the 
ceol.\.S 

Oh1o River, where they have presumably sened only to teed xentuc)q's pre4a"°89 

t1shee. 

I:n our opinion the only' possibility ot ll>u.1ld1ng up tbb stream so aa to 

ment. The two primary improvemen~ need.a ot the et:ream are: (1) Frequeat flood. 

or)ntrol dams With relat1 vely em.all bottom outlets to hold back end smooth out 

the tlood oreetat but to be built so a.a not to interfere with the fish mo"8l!l:1Dnta 

during low waterj (2) ineroe.aed shelter. The shelter can be pl'OY14ed by in

stalling def'leotore wllich dig holes, and low flow-over dWJ:tB, to deapen the water 

about a :toot. Then cO'V'ers should be added in the deepened portions ad tr.ea 

planted on the west bank to pl"Ovide shade. The east bauk eoul.d be left ope to 

facilitate 1"11 fishing• because the morning sun i a not eo likely to heat the 

stream as tho afternoon sun. 

Unlue thia 1mprov--.nt is oarried ou't we belien 1.here ia small ehance ot 

establishing any acm.aiderable UlOU.Jlt ot trout t11lb.1ng 1n this at1~erua. So long 

as the breeder• are waahe4 do•stream there oan be little hope tor any natural 

reprodue'Uon., aud the few young •hiob me.1 be produoed will ablost eerta1nlY' 

sutter the same fate. 

It the stream will be ilrq,roncl so an to make it really l»ibitable 'tor trout, 

a wry considerable amount ot natural reproduction can logioally ~e antic1p,ete4. 

We aan aaaume • Jlolre'f'er. that word of· good trout riming in thie stre• would. 

attract fishermen in euch lage nuabera that the na.tural rep:roduot:lon will 

probat,ly be insuttieieat 1n 1 tselt to mintaln good tiabing. The policy we would 



....... 

strea and. a tew other t:EOut nreo.m.s or sma,lle::- stz• in the 'YicinitJ • 

.l!'ingerli:ngs shoul4 be · plan"ed only eo tar as necessary to thin out the atoolc 

in the hatehert, so as to avoid dimeuae, and theee should be µlaced in the 

small •eeiy tributaries. The bulk of the fish from the hatcher:, should. be 

planted at the a1ze of six to twelve 1nehea. Deea.uae o:t the unique ch4lraeter 

ot thie atrewn 1 t would be u.naate to predict whieh i,peoiee o·f tt"Out would be 

trial in the followtne way:: :Propagate brook, 'brown, and rainbow trout in equal 

number■ tor aneml years after the atroom has been. 1,m:p:row4, then determine b7 

creel oenaua whieh of the epeoies 1s tumJ.ahing the bulk of the tieh1n«, and 

therefore restrict the operations largely to "1lat SJ)SOies. The adequate im

Pl"O'hln81lt of this stream system throughout appro:dm.ately torty mtles ot potent

ial trout 11ater would involve a yery oonsid.erable expense, 'but this work eoul4 

he apree.d over a period of several years. We believe thet the return on the 

investmeat would fully justify the eoat. 
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