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IUUTIFICA'l'!0N Ol1' CREEK CHUB FROM TRAVlillSE CRl;EK, KE.'WKE:NAW COUNTY 

On May :n, the lutitute reeeb•ed tor repOl"t the following request 

for identi.f1ce.tion and lnfoi"mtion.1 

Gentlemen• La.ks Linden, Miohiga.n 5/27/35 
Enclosed in thie package ia a fish ca~ht with -.or• as bait 

ln the Tn:verae Creek,, Keweenaw Cm.mty, in Seet1on 29, T 56 W, R 31 w. 
Would appreciate -ve'by lll\iJ.ch if' yw would enlighten me on the 

following queation#I FAMILY, S?li,CIE., COMM'O!l ~AM!:o.i, HUlITA'i':; EDIBLE ud 
reaaon ro-:r finding them 1n a trout stream. 

Thia p rtfoular stretch of abcve na:m&d stream contained a 
larr;e number of these fish. 'l'he hrgest caue;ht ws.e 24 inches lon~. 

The fish is in a ro:raldehyde solution. 
Yours truly, 

u. 'E.. Lemire (signed) 

The f'ish referred to is e. large adult, a breeding me.le, of the Creek 

Chub, a.tao kn.awn as horned daoe, etc. Thie f'ieh belong• to the family of' 

rainnows, ohubs, daoej! shiners, oarp, etc.,, in scientific nomenclatul"e the 

tam.Uy Cyprinidae. The acientifio name ot the Ct"f>&k chub :i. s · Semotilua a.tr-oma.oulatus. 

The creek chub is one or tl~ most abundant and uaive~snlly distributed ot 

Michigan fiehea, ocCW"ring in virtually e.11 parts ot the state. It is commonest 

in small atreama, but ocoas1omll7 oooun in larger ntera. It 1a edible, and 

would be considered a delicacy in runny countries. Its only moderately firm 

flesh and plentiful bon.es, however, cause it to be seldtfm eaten in American 

except by small boya who eat anything they catch. 

Creek ehabs are common in many Michigan trout atreaae. In certain types 

of trout stream.a, eapeoially warmer ones. they often aboundJ in some str9ams 

outnumbering the trout. The young chubs are eaten by the largar trotit, but 



) 

large ehuba teed to some eatent at least on young trout., Furthermore, ohU:ba 

eat much the same son of food•• trout and therefore are to be ranked aa 

competitors. The good they do trout ie probably about offset by tho -.rm. In. 

st:reaae -«heni lU'ge trout are common one would gu.,a them to be helpf'lllJ 

in streams where small to medi\.DI eized trout ab011nd. they are prob~bly in general 

study. 

Carl L. Rub bs 
Dir•otM' 
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