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The data for this report have been kindly furnished by the Manistee 

Purchase Unit of the u. s. Forest Service, and were collected by enrollees 

of Camp Irons, au. s. Forest Service crunp. the project was directed by 

Mr. Eugene Kuhne., fonnerly Wildlife Technician on the Walhalla Ranger 

District. 

Three creel census stations were maintained each day during the 1937 

trout season at vantage points on the Little Manistee River. Their loca

tions are shown on the appended map. The stream mileage between the upper 

and lower stations is approximately 3.6 miles, as determined from a copy 

of Conservation Department aerial photographs. 

The usual creel census blanks were used in collecting the data. The 

enrollees were instructed by the wildlife technician to stop all cars 

leaving the area past stations 1 and 2 (indicated on map) and obtain the 

necessary information. It was hoped that scale samples, measurements and 

weights could be obtained by the census takers, but it was soon found that 

the fishermen did not care to spend the extra time needed for the collection 

of such data when starting on their homeward journeys. Therefore only the 

usual data on species, number caught, estimated lengths, hours fished, etc. 

were obtained. 



The tabulations and computations of the returns from this intensively 

censused portion of the Little :Manistee River reveal that a total of 659 

fishermen used the 3.~ miles of water during the 1937 trout season. Of 

this nUIDber., 598 were Michigan residents, 57 were non-residents, and 4 were 

not determinable. As on the Pine River., Kent County anglers led the fish

ing parade., 268 listing Kent County as their home. Muskegon County with 

48, and Wayne County with 41., were second and third respectively. Outstate 

anglers were represented by Indiana (28), Illinois (18), Ohio (9), end 

Minnesota (2). (Table 2., Chart.) 

The 659 fishermen angled a total of 2583.75 hours and removed 1036 

legal trout from this intensively censused portion of the Little Manistee• 

an average of 1.6 fish per angler. However, 351, or 63% of the fishermen 

took no fish. (Table 1) • 

The total catch (1036 trout) was made up as follows: 155 brook trout 

of an average size of 8.3 inches., 468 rainbow trout of an average size of 

8.5 inches, and 413 brown trout of an average size of 8.7 inches. The 

average size of all fish caught was 8.6 inches. The number of undersized 

trout recorded as caught and released was 1048, coIDposed as follows: 

126 brook trout of an average size of 5.7 inches., 630 rainbow trout of an 

average size of 5.4 inches, and 392 brown trout of an average size of 5.4 

inches. The average of all undersized fish was s.4 inches. 

The catch per hour of legal fish (7 inches) for the entire season was 

0.4 trout per hour. This varied from a low of 0.20 fish per hour in .April 

to 0.79 fish per hour in JUly. The total catch per hour was made up as 

follows: 
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The average number of hours fished varied from 3.3 in April to 

4.1 in JUne, the average for the season being 3.9. 

The yield, in legal fish per mile, may be roughly calculated, if it 

is assumed that as many anglers caught fish outside of the census area and 

reported them as anglers who caught fish in the census area but completed 

their fishing at points outside the intensively censused portion of the 

stream, thus avoiding the census clerks. On the basis of the above assump

tion, the yield per mile of stream in the censused area during the 1937 trout 

season was 288 legal trout per mile divided as follows: 43 legal brook 

trout per mile. 130 legal rainbow trout per mile and 115 legal brown trout 

per mile. 

From the total catch per hour (Table 1), it will be seen that fishing 

started out rather poorly, but became successively better each month1 

reaching a peak in July and then falling off gradually. From the total 

numbers of browns and rainbows recorded, one may conclude that brm-m trout 

fishing in the Little Manistee is almost as good as the rainbow fishing, 

for which the stream has long been justly famous. 
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Table 2 

Residence of Anelers by county and state 

county April May June July August September Total 

Allegan 3 3 
Arenac 1 l 
Barry 3 3 -Bay 2 z 
Bern.en 5 b 

Branch 4 2 6 

Ce.J.houn 1 --g l l l li:: 
Clinton l l 
Eaton z 2 

G-eiiesee l IZ 2 9 l 25 

Ingham 6 5 2 3 J.o 
Ion1.a g lj 

Isabella 4 4 
Jackson 2 1 3 

Kalamazoo 2 11 G 4 2 T zz 
Kent 45 12'7 40 i:::U i:::3 Hi Zol:$ 

Lake 6 '{ 4 3 2 22 
Manistee l 1 1 3 

Ma.son l 3 - 4 
Mecosta. l \ 4 l 0 
Montee.Iii ~ -s· l 7 
Muskegon 15 13 7 l 3 9 41:j 

Newaygo 2 -6 l 2 5 16 
Oakland 2 6 B 
Oceana l z l 4 
Ottawa 7 5 4 rn 
Osceola l 2 3 
Saginaw 4 3 5 lZ 
St. Joseph 7 ff 2 2 2 i::.L 
Shiawassee 1 l 
Tuscola l 1 
van Buren 1 l 
Washtenaw 2 t! -
Wayne z 20 0 5 7 1 41 
Wex1·ord l l 

Total 91 273 81 57 66 30 598 

Unknown l 1 2 4 

state I 
Illinois 15 3 18 
Indiana z 5 ! i::: 16 3 i::8 
1{.cinnesota l l 2 
onio 6 2 l 9 

- Total 2 27 3 21 3 1 57 
-- -
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Chart srowing residence and number of resident and non-resident anglers fishing 
the intensively censused seetion of the Little Manistee River. 1937. 
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SUPPLELENT 'i'O REPORTS 435 ).lID 449 

DISTRIBUTIOlT OF NON-RESIDE1TT MTGLERS ON SL"( 1:'.IC::IG .. liJf TROUT STREAHS BY STATES. 

(Data From Intensive creel censuses on Pine, Little Manistee, 
South Branch of the Pine, North Branch of the Au Sable, 
Canada Creek and Pigeon Rivers, 1937.) 

State Number of Fishermen Per Cent of 

Ohio 401 s.s 
Indiana 85 1.2 
Illinois 81 1.2 
Pennsylvania 22 o.31 
Texas 1 0.01 
West Virginie.. 1 0.01 
Florida 6 o.oa 
Kentucky 1 0.01 
Oklahoma 3 0.0-1: 
Hew York 7 0.10 
District of ColUlllbia 1 0.01 
Wisconsin 
W.ssouri 
Arkansas 
Co:nnecticut 
Minnesota 

Ce.nada 

Total 

3 
3 
2 
1 
2 

2 

922 

TotQl Resident Anglers ••••••••• 
Total Non-resident AnElers ••••• 

6,237 
622 

Total Anglers •••••••••••••••••• 61909 
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