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A letter from F . A. Westerman, in charge of the Fish Division, 

instructed us to report on the above stream from t he east and west quarter 

line of Section 22, T. 32 ~J ., R. 1 E . to Section 23, T. 31 N •• R 1 E as to: 

(1) 

(2) 

stream• 

The value of the stream from a public fishinG standpoint. • 

The pos s ibility of utilizing a portion of it as a possible test 

• • • • 

c. J. D.Brovm and I examined this stream on May 7 and 8, starting at 

the bridge in Section 22 and driving upstre run tovrard the headwaters. As 

the road parallels the ri yer rather closely except a.long swru;;py sections• 

it was possible to detern :Lrce the general character of !'!!Ost of t he stream 

and the extent of its use by fishermen. The lower end of Rattlesnake creek 

and of the next- tributary of the Ea.st :e r anch upstream from it., as well as 

the river in Section 27 of 31 N. and 1 E., were reached on foot. 

Conclusions 

Fro:zp. observations made by us and from study of data in our files (in

cluding creel cen sus records which have been surrnnarized for t hi s stream 

from 192 9 to 1935) • it a~pear s that the East Branch of the Black River has 

verr considerable ve.lue for pub lic fishi:~g . 'fhe beaut:,• of the valley, 

ready accessibility of the strea.m and nwr.erous fine, natural camp sites 
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add to its recreational value aside from fishing. Although it is expectod 

that the Garne Division will report in detail as to the value of the area 

as to eA--tent of winter deer yards and as a public huntinG ground. from 

casual observation it seemed to us that it shoulcl also have high value for 

these uses. 

Concerning the suitability of a pcrtion of the East Branch of the 

Ela.ck River for experimental :r:;urposes, we believe that it may be highly 

desirable for such work after methods have been developed on a smaller 

stream. Since this river he.s a great variety of bottom and cover types 

and several fine tributary strearrrs, it should be well adapted to experiment. 

The acquisition of the ecrea with the idea of such development in the future 

is considered desirable. 

Observations 

Section 22 

At the bridge crossing the East Branch of the Black River just east 

of the Gaylord Club the stream flows through a narrow. swampy valley. 

Average vndth was about 40 feet; depth up to 5 feet; numerous snags and 

deadheads; bottom of sand with some gravel; current rapid to sluggish. 

In the south end of this section e. se.nd trail road baas to the stream 

e.nd several natural c8.Iii.p sites showed evidence of heav:r use. 

Section 27 

At the north end of the section, the stream flov,s through a tag alder 

meadow. Snags are still nurr~rous in the river and the bottom is dominantly 

of sand. .A. crunp site at this point ha.cl apparently been u:::ed recently by 

fishermen. 
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Section 26 

Thi s pe.rt of the strea.T,1 seemed to be ver:· ::1cp1.1l~r wit1~. fishermen. 

?our cars W':lre observed parked here on Sunday e.nd at least e. dozen 

fishermen were seen. Those who had fished the streaD. b efore reported it 

as being en excellent producer I although all were CO!' plaining tl:at dt:_~, of 

the abundance of s1:1e,ll trout end scarcity of "kecpP.rs." Dro1•m a..'1.d :;: fis!'led. 

t ::lis stree.m from 4 to 5:20 D.rr .• Sunda". He took 7 W1dersized brook trout. 
~ v 

~.Iy score was 19 1 only or1e of which was e. pos sib le cendido.te for the bas1-.:~t . 

"?urr.erous fry, prestunablJ· natural : 1oun.; of brook truut were observed in all 

likely "pocket s" along t he e:::.ges. 8r.1e.ll fish v:erc rising freel:/ to a dry 

The stream e.verages ebout 35 feet in vridth in t,1-,is section; the bottom 

is doMinantly of grRYel; the current is raJ?id a11d pools are re le.ti vely 

shallovr. It is e.ppn.rently a "nurs 8ry" section v1hich may :not have a 

permanent population of lege,l trout, but doubtless cc~1tributes ~r eat l:• t o 

maintaining fishine; in other parts of the river. Onl:,· brook +,rout were 

taken; all of them being highly colored f ish with no evidence of gill lice 

or black spots. 

Five bes.utiful natural camp grounds were noted in thi s section.~ all 

of which were evidently por,nlar with fisherr.en. ~he e1:tst tr .. nk is 11izh and 

ha s e. scattering cf large Norway p ine and other smaller shade trees. The 

river is close to t hi s bar.:!~ throughout n oot of the section. 

Section 35. 

In the nort:~ end of this section the strea.rr, flows through w}ce.t a ~~pears 

tc be a.n extensive spruce-cc:::!.n.r svrrur,p and is not as e.vailable by road . 

Hovrever, in the southern half the road Rga.in follows tbe stree.m clo::;el:I• 

The bottorr. is dordnantly of sand; the current is les s ra.i_:iid r:md the ba."lks 

are sweu,:p~r with a t:ticl: gro1•.rVh of tag alder a.r.d coi '3r • Several olcl carr_p 

site s were seen. 



-4-

Section 2 

The current is !'.:Ore raf ic1 i::1 t:::.is section., t-a.1]cs are hi gher ar.d con

siderable elm and aspen is fo~nd along the strerun. The bottom is of ~ravel 

v:i th sand~r stretches. Fry were very a.bunde.nt. Three much-used car.,p sites 

were observed. 

Section 11 

The river flo-ws tr:ro11zh spr1.<ce., tru::arack and cedar swar.ip in t h is 

sect::.on . The curre".lt is rc.t ~,_e:r- slv0::_; ish and t here a re !ilan~' sna[;S in the 

stream.. The bottor,1 is dor.dnantly of sand. In spite of the sw-8.ili.py ch::r,.cter 

of the stream., there ,,,1-a.s evidence of heav-; use botr.. b:,· fishennen and deer 

hunters. Ni . .1lllerous old cani:r:, sites were see:i at o':lch of the sand-trail 

appro aches to the river. 

Section 14 

Swa:.·up becorr,es dominant along this pe.rt of the river and no ca.IJ.p sites 

were observed except at Bi g Spring which is apparently a popular place. 

'!he river is deep and son-.ewhat slugg;ish v:ith a bottom of sand a.n.d peat. 

It appeared to be difficult or im~;os sible to ·wade., but there was evidence 

of considerable fishj_ng fror.1 the ba.:c.1..1<:s. Good catches of large trout a.re 

reported from this part of the stream. 

Section 23 

Spruce-cedar-t~~arack swamp broadens out to include the East Branch 

and :_=:attlesnake creek and appears to eJ.-tend upstrea.u into sections 22,. 

27 and 2S. The aba.~doned railroad grade along the east side of the river 

can be navigated by car for about 1/2 mile. Old camps., presumably of deer 

hunters., were numerous along t his "road." The lov;e r end of Rattlesnake 

creek also flows through this svrar,_p . A fair sized beaver da.m has flooded 

out the alder swajnp locc.ted a.bout 1/4 mile from its :-:;-:.outh. T:his dam has 

been cut trroug;h and has not been re-built. The accunulated muck is washing 
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out and r1e.ny small trout were observed in the strea..lJ'•. iLt t:.1is roint t he 

creek averages s.bont 15 feet wide• It has an estir;ided flow of 5 c .f .s • 

The bottom is dominantly of send and peat wit'.1 gravel showing up in spots. 

Below the da.r.o. the strewn is partly overhung with alders, the current is 

faster ~~d gravel is domin~nt. ~emoval of the da2:1 probably has partially 

restored this feeder stream. It should be possible to establish a. count

ing weir on Rattlesnake creek. 

The tributary in section 22 wa.s e:xe..r.l.i.ned a.bout 1/2 mile from its 

junction with the river. The average width was a.bout 4 feet• depth up to 

two feet, bottor.i of sand, flow est i 1r:.a.t ed a.t 3 c .f. s • Two sizes of brook 

trout a.nd dace were seen. This strea.rr. could also be studied as a. feeder 

by means of a double fis h trap. 

The East Branch wa.s noted a.t Whiting Spur a.long the west margin of 

Section 28. In both directions from the bridge , the strerun appeared to 

flow through cedar swawp I the current being somevrha.t sluggish and the 

bottom mainly of sand. We took the road ea.st from this point to where it 

ends in section 27 and walked to the river just above the old railroad 

(B. C. G. &; A.) crossing in this section. The river is a.bout 60 feet wide 

at the point examined and varies grea.tl:{ in depth. The channel is obstructed 

by fallen ~_rees, T'lost of which a.re at or below water level, so that excellent 

shelter is afforded. Gravel is exposed in 1:1.a...'ly places by these natural 

underpass deflectors and t his toi;ct:her with shelter afforded spavmers and 

numerous "pockets" for fry along the banks probably account for the tre

mendous numbers of naturally produced brook trout fry seen in every suitable 

place in this section of the river. We counted e.fflla.ny as 50 lit tle fish 

in a single "pocket" less than six square feet in area. 
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The abundance of fa.llen trees in this part of the East Branch of the 

Black seems to indicate that t his part of the river has never been driven 

in logz_ing operations. vVhile difficn l t t o fish, it must be extremely im

portant in naturally stocking the river below. 

Creel Census Data 

Conservation Officer Eagle took a number of creel census records on 

the East Branch of the Black River during 1929 (the year in which the 

largest number of records were ta.ken). The summary shows that anglers 

interviewed fished a total of 181 hours, took 287 legal trout and 200 under

size at the rate of 1.5 legal fis h per hour. The f ish (all brook trout 

except 7 which were rai?1bows) had an e.vera.ge size of 9 inches. The catch 

for 1930 was much t he sru:i1e, but the catch per hour was somewhat lower 

(1.1 fish). Relatively fev, records were taken in succeeding years in

cludi:c.g 1935 (the last year for which reports have been sununarized), but 

these few also indicate that trout fishing in the East Branch of the Black 

is better than average both as to number of fish taken and average size • .. 
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