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This report is er.other in the series on "too many fish." It has 

already been denonstrated that in Ford Lake, South Twin 181:e and Section 

Four Lake, in the Pir;eon River state Forest, perch were too abundant to 

res.ch a II catchable" size; in Stancle.rd Lake., near Vanderbilt, perc:h a!ld 

rock bass were stunted; in Clear Le.ke, near Glennie, bluegills and other 

sunfish were decidedly stunted; in lliller Lake, Cass County, and 

1linnevraukon Lake, st. Joseph County, bluegills were overabundant and 

r.iost of them were failing to reach lege.l size. There are undoubtedly a 

few hundred more 1€,kes in the state where the fish a.re growing very slow-

ly because of a.n overe.bunda...'1ce of thelI' .• 

A letter from Mr. Westenn.a.n on Eay 6th indicated that :rtir. G. E. Stowell 

of Byron believed 1:yers Lake (Sec. 28 e.nd 29, T. 5 :J., R. 5 E., .Argentine 

Tv:p., Genesee County) to be overpoi:ulated with bluegills. On Kay 18th 

r,r. Hazz&rc. and the writer, with Lr. 3towell 1 s help, obtained specirr,ens 

of the fish from Lyers L&.ke ("b:'/ seir,j_c:6 ) 2.nd a study of the re.te of growth 

has since been ::n.acle. 

Exn.r.-,ina.tion of a ver·:; few la.rge-rr.outhed bass s}"y;;ed these fish to 

}'_ave fair 1::-ut not re.Fie grovrth and exe.JLina.tion of the scales of a fevr 

perct and blc.c1: crappie indic~.ted that bot}: had rela-tivel:r excellent grov,-th. 



.., -'--
Tr_e bluesills, c;'::our;:-,, ·,·,ere doing ver~- poorly. Seven :i·ear old fis}, had en 

avers.be lenith o::· sliz}--_-':::ly under six i,1cl:es. I.:r. Stowell i:'.1c1.ics..tes t:,_at 

i:r:. the last fevr ye9.rs fevr lege.1-dzed bluegills vrere ta.Len v(r,ile fomerly 

the lalce •ue.s a 6ood bl"J.egill le.k8e 

2tocv.:i::-,6 records for L:yers La.1:e for the last four years a.re recorc1 ed 

as follows: 

Year Larg:e-m.uu.thed Ee.ss Bluegills Perch 

1934 800 (6 n:o •) 1200 (5 :rr:o.) 1000 (7 mo.) 
1935 300 (4 n,o.) 2000 (5 mo.) 5000 (7 mo.) 
1936 350 (4 mo.) 1500 (4 n~) • • • • 
1937 450 (3 mo.) 1500 (3 ILG•)* 10,000 (7 mo.) 

* Listed as 1foyers (}_rger.tine Twp.)--::;robe.bly l'iyers 

The bluegills planted vrere probabl;y too fevr to appreciDbl;y influence 

the total popule.tion--if the;y were effective the stocking obviously must 

have done more harrr. than good for fish of the size planted were already 

o·Jerabundant. It is obvicusly i:m~:osdble for a hatchery to have a check 

on the 6rowth of fisb in all the vraters in the hatchery district and 

mi.r.~er,.f cus errors, sucL as the stocking of bluegills in Lyers Lake, are 

certain to occur. 

::,tockin6 with be.ss e.ncl especially wltL perch might well be continued--

stocking ,rith bluegills shoulcl obvio'..lSl~• be discortinued. In ac.c:ition, 

a large percentage of the bJ.usgill spa,T1l~::'.§; teds shoulC:. be destro~'ed each 

year for several y:c.rs to reduce the numter ot ·1::1uegills pre:::ent and the 

breeders (and any otter bluegills o1:,te..iHable) right v:ell l,e sein'3d and 

re:-:,ovec:.. It is 1::elie,ed t:r.e.t t:-.e bluegills vrill again reacl·~ a fair size 

se ... -Tsro._l "'.J,.c:ars. 
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Species Number 

---
Le.rgeri.outhed Bass 1 

1 

Eluegills 2 
5 
2 
4 

10 
11 

4 

Perch 1 
1 

Black Crappie 5 
2 
l 
1 

-3-

Size a..lld Age of' Fish From. '::yers Lake., 

;._ge 

__ ,..___,_ ... ------

Genesee County 

(Summers Old) Dn. 

2 12.4 
3 201 

1 43.5 
2 65t0 
3 76.5 
4 101.75 
5 128.3 
6 141.54 
7 148.75 

3 190.O 
4 203.0 

3 160.4 
4 196.5 

5 221.0 
7 236.0 

By R. irr. Eschrneyer 
Assista.'1t .JqtJatic Biologist 
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