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In searching for a suitable trout stream or portion of a stream which 

could be utilized for experimental investigations, Hunt Creek has been 

somewhat favorably considered, particularly that portion which flows through 

the E. M. Cumings estate in Sec. 17 of T. 29 N., R. 3 E. The author, at 

the instruction of Dr. A. s. Hazzard, cruised Hunt and Sage Creeks through 

the Cumings holdings and also for a short distance above the Cumings 

property lines on both streams. Gilchrist creek, which lies 2¼miles to 

the east, also a tributary of the Thunder Bay River, was likewise cruised. 

The pertinent data for all three streams are to be found on the ac

companying stream survey cards. The following remarks will serve to augment 

the data recorded. 

Hunt Creek 

Where Hunt Creek flows through the Cumings estate the stream has been 

heavily improved, but the resulting pools are not as large as might be 

expected. In many places there is not enough under-Nater cover. Generally 

speakinc, bank cover is good to excellent. 



Public fishing has been rather successfully discouraged by means of 

signs which infer that the Fish Division does not want the anglers to use 

the stream through the Cumings estate because of the presence of the rear

ing station. These signs were posted by Mr. Cumings. Most of the fishing 

which has been done on this portion of the stream has been done by 

Mr. Cumings and his guests. 

The best catches of brook trout have been made usually from late May 

to mid-July. according to Russell Robertson. rearing station caretaker. 

who has been at the Hunt Creek Station for the past two summers. On 

August 30, 1938, fishing from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., a catch of two legal brook 

trout and 30 undersized brook trout (average size 6 inches) was made by 

D. s. Shetter on a wet fly. Other members of a party of three took ap

proximately the same number of small fish but no legal brook trout. Large 

brook trout are reported by Mr. Robertson to be taken frequently in the 

upper headwaters and in the headwater lakes of the Runt Creek drainage. 

On the stream outside of the Cumings estate. the fishing intensity is re

ported to be spread out over the fishable waters fairly evenly, as there 

are many cottages and accessible roads along its course. However, there 

are no reliable data available on this point. 

Sage creek 

This stream is a tributary to Hunt Creek, entering from the west bank 

about 10 yards below the lower end of the lower rearing pond. It has a 

clear, cool, pure supply of water which it receives from the drainage of 

the Sage Lakes and from many small springs along its course where it flows 

through an al.ni~st continuous cedar swamp. The stream over most of its 
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course has many channels. many of which are lost beneath the floor of the 

swamp. Within ¼ mile of Hunt creek the flovr is rapid and there is quite 

a long stretch of gravel bottom which appears to be good spawning territory. 

The majority of the stream has excellent underwater and aerial cover, but 

in general is too shallow to carry many trout of legal size. A very few 

large (7-9 inches) trout were observed, and quite a few fingerlings. Al.lllost 

no one fishes the stream as it is difficult to wade it comfortably because 

of' the timber• 

If these two streams were obtained for experimental work. Hunt creek 

might be seined fairly readily if some removal of snags and certain stream 

improvement devices was undertaken. Sage Creek has excessive amounts of 

down timber at present which would make it unseinable• unless a channel 

was first cut through the timber. It would be possible to install a weir 

near the mouth of this stream. 

Gilchrist Creek 

o-41 
This stream is of much the same general character e.f Hunt Creek 

~ except that more clay~exposed on the floor of the stream and that it is 

more exposed along much of the bank. It appears to have many fine spring 

tributaries. Both brook and rainbow trout are caught. It has a good 

reputation, especially for early season fishing. In two hours fishing on 

September 2. 1938• 5 brook trout between 6 and 7 inches long were caught 

on wet fly. Numerous rainbow fingerlings of the 1938 hatch were observed. 



The stretch of stream where I fished had been improved but not ex

tensively. More cover in the existing pools might aid the productivity 

of the stream and Llore pool producing devices should be installed. 
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---- By Davids. Shetter 

Assistant Aquatic Biologist 
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