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TASCETG OF LllC:~ TRUVI' 

On ;~ovemcer 5, 1938, Earolc. 30°·:di ·=ch ac1•1. the Yrrite1· rrere met a.t 

.::s.lrJ.;i::i by ':;alter Crone of the Inst ·~tute for Fisheries ~'e.scarch, 7Il-:o had 

had volunteered to obtain lake trout for ta.r;ging. 

The original objecti -re of the I-Iar1x.n· Springs fishcrr,1en iP :req;.;.0sting 

the ta.rging ( see previous corr0spondence) was to deter::nine vrhether the 

smallc::r lake trout spavmi,~1g on the inshore reefs of Little 'I'raverse Eay 

return to these grounds i-n. s 1-"cceedins years. Ho,,rever, vrheri t:!:~e i::rvesti;::;ntors 

arrived., tr1e spai.-r.ni11g vTe..s o"'{rer in Little Traverse Bay, a11d ·vre fished a~ver 

d.eeper reefs in Lake :i.J.chi[;an outside and northwest of Little .:.'raverse Eay. 

~hs fevr ls.k~, tr::;ut te.g;;ed wei·n ,c,ar~:ed i:1 o:r-cle:- to see if ·,re could handle 

the fish of relativel:· large size vi: :~cl1 they c8tcl1 in degoer Vlacer 1.mder 

th~, condic:ions of the skiff fisr_ery. ;re f.01~nrl that it cou.ld l:Je do:::ie with-

feet of vra-cer s.~16 ;,•r:·.s ::•ishin;; fro!:"'~ 5 : 2/) -':o 3: 30 



On the eveniri.::= of :;ove.GJ.cer 7, two 400-i'oot nets o: the previously 

:rr:.entioned mes11 were set about one mile northwest of Seven-: il'3 Point in 

fror:i 35 to 50 feet of vrater (o to 8 fat\-,o,:is). T~'le nets were set at 

5:-i5 p.:r.:. 8..rm pulled e_t 9:00 p.v... Tvm 16-foot skiffs ':rnre used; ·~he nets 

anci fis:1 ':,ere lifted in o;-ie boat, v:l-_ile ti,e fis:-1 nere tar;,;_:,ed and neasured 

in the othe::-. The oD_rsman i:1 t!"2.e tng.:c:::int; boat ;~ept both ooats headed 

into ~he wind as JTuch as :•ossible. A Cole2nan lanter.'l was used for illw1ina-

tion. The fish ·were passed from one boat to the other• rr.easured, tag6ed 

ac:1.d released. Tempera:cures were: n.ir 43, water 49 at 6 p.::n. (rain). 

L total of 33 lake trout ranging in size from 20 to 38 inches were 

taken in the lift• of' wl,ich 28 were ta6ged and released, 0 escaped either 

in being pt.ssed bet-ween boats or as the~r were beinc lifted, and 2 were 

dead in the nets. All tagged fish swe1rr 11wa~,. The fish released were 

tagged ,vi th t:ce large lJo. 1 monel metal tags bearing "FICH1' on one side 

and the serial nur.i.ber on che other. The tags were placed so as to en-

circle the lower lef't je:w. A list of the tag nUll'.bers and correspondin6 

lenrths is ap~:;ended. 

BecP_use t~1e ':.rorJ: vras done in a tossin:; boat lanplic;ht f;_~1d in a 

pouring rain, it too:: aprroximatel;;r tv:o hours to tag this rat}1er small 

n,_1r.1ber of fish. ~;esr:;ite tl:ei:::" size the:r were 2r:ore Ccesily handled than 

ra:inbow or broolc trout of half their size. Fo more fishing was attenpted 

ceca.use the fisher::nen wished to prepare for the ope::-i sea.son; 9.lso a 

nortr:0.rnst [ale was blowing. 

Lccording to the fishsI'lilen, anywhere from 500 to 1,000 la_lce t:r-out 

could be tag:[erl if' ;'re visit Earbor 3_;:::r:i.nss s1:ortly a~~ter the Lake :;,j_chi~an 

ses.son closes in Octo'be:r. ~;e arrived too 12,te t:i do a.n:r fis:iinz in 

Li"::tle 'l'ra-..rerse .cay. ·::orkin[::; conclitions woulc. also be Lore fa·.,roraolo • L' 
l.1. 

ue ca~ fish where they i~dicated. 
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Every cooperation c:iossible was afforded us durin; our short stay in 

Hs.roor Sr,rinzs. Eoa.ts ~,.::::c c:.ets ,;ere furnished by ?red and .f'.__lex Gas so and 

by the Juilleret ::rothers fishery. -:;e a.re indebted to these men :for 

assistance in the work. 

TF<''T'_1.,,1T'""1,., '<'QP "'I"-;.;·v·qT:;'s P~SVA~CH .L_,.:,_ U --' • -., • 0c~, 

~ ~ -<l. ~' 
By Davids. Shetter 
Assistant .Aqua.tic Biologist 
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I.,al,:e trc•,it ta.;;;;ed 3/~ mile o:f Seven-=.ile Poi::J.t, 

Lake I..:ichii":;an, -,-::.T.7 cy ".'T, "'.To-venter 7, 1938 

Tot2.l Length 
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Tot a.l Len;-th 

830 
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