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P.FS:OLTS or GILL-l:ET.2 me: FOn. T~WUT IH 

BIRCH lJ.J{E, CP..SS CCL~ITY 

Earl:/ in Decenber a letter was received from 0. Y.. Earvey, whc lives 

on the shore of 2ircr. Le.l~e, that a 13-inch lal:e troi_;_t ~ad bPe:cc captu:-ed 

in the course of the cisco netting. Dr. Hazzard requested ·;valter crovre 

and th8 author to proceed. to Birch Lal:e and atterr,pt to obtai'l trout by 

gill netting in order to check on gro,,th rate a.11<~ food habits of these 

parti:mlar trout, all of which Lave been hatchery-rsared. Finr-_::erling 

lake trout were pla!",ted last December 1 (1937), and rainbow and brook trout 

of legal size were released before the openi~c of the 1938 bass season. 

";'[e arrived at Birch Lake about 4 p.::n. on ::::ecember 14 and a.rranged 

the gill nets which were set by 6:00 p.:n. (i .. ir 30, vrnter 42, strong 

'1'1.T ~~; 
.!.\. ; • wind.) Four nets 11.rere set, three of whicl~ ':re-:--e graded expe:·imenta.l 

,;ill nets eac:: e._::,pra:dmately 125 feet lon.6 , and the fourth net vras a fine 

zneshed net (a1:·out l½" stretehed nee.sure) 02: the sane length. 

lTets vrere lifted a: 8: 30 a.r.1. Decer:1ber 15 (14½ hour set). Fi7e ciscoes 

t "1 11 . ".· n 21.. ,· ~;,., T,a • h _--. f" b +- 7 0 '0 r, ' " ' were o_,,:er,, a in .- .. e 2 _n"·· ... es , _ ro .. , a ou, 0 -z 1- ee..:; o::. vm:cer. 

(Air 23, vra.~er 34, no ·uind, clear, ice at edge of lake.) 

Tl-:e four ::.e~s ·,rnre then joined tc~ethe:· in pairs 02ld reset in dec::ier 

••-<:,-'- ""~ (le; to 7 v" f'ee·1·) • ;i....,..v_,.1, u V ..;._ .,,,.; J !r::.s set ~vas 

run at 5: 80 3.Dd OY1E: cisco tai:e.n. 
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On Decer:-,ber 16 the nets we1·e lifted at 9:30 a.m. (22 hr. set) and 

25 cisco were taken fror, tr,e ee.s1:. ;a.cVJ.f::; vrhilc 13 cisco anc1. 2 undersized 

perc:: were captured in the west gang. }.,;n a.up le series of the ciscoes were 

preserved. No trout of an;/ kind ,•;ere taken in a.n;/ of the net sets. 

The outlet of the lake was exrur:ined, but there was no evidence of 

trout spavming in the creek and no fish •::ere seen. 

According to the testimony of Conservation Of:'icer Herbert Lees, very 

ffJ'/1 if an~· of the planted lake, brook or ra.bbow trout were taken during 

the ci sco netting season. C_ue stioning Er. Harvey and his son who reoorted 

the capture of a lake trout, f8.iled to identify ,vith any certainty their 

reported "lake trout." It is possible this fish may have been a brook 

trout on wl1ieh the red spots were lackii1[; or were indisti:i.ct. 
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