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It is sometimes difficult for sportsmen to distinguish between certain 

game fishes. Most anglers recognize the yellow perch, probably because 

there is no other fish in Michigan which closely resembles it. But, how 

many of these fishermen can tell a bluegill from a pumpkinseed, or a rock 

bass from a warmouth bass? Again, how many anglers can be - sure that the 

fish they have caught is a smallmouth and not a largemouth black bass? 

Many factors add to the conf'usion of fishermen who try to identify 

their catch. It is unfortunate that so many sportsmen over-emphasize color 

as a means for establishing identity because only in exceptional cases is 

this character reliable. The color of a largemouth black bass may, under 

certain conditions., be nearly identical with that of the smallmouth. 

The use of one common name for several kinds of fish leads to con-

siderable confusion. For instance the name "pickerel" is applied to the 

mud pickerel, the northern pike and even to the walleye. Al::.o confusing., 

but to a lesser degree., is the use of' several common names for one kind 

of fish as "calico bass.," "strawberry bass," "check.," "speck.," and "crappie" 

for the black crappie. 
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An attempt has been made in this pamphelt to give the sportsman a 

ready means of differentiating only between those important Iiichigan 

species which superficially may appear to be the same. Outline drawings 

have been made of the most often confused fishes to point out the important 

features used in identification.~ Photographs of most of these fish a.re 

also included. 

Mud Pickerel (Esox verrniculatus) 

The mud pickerel, a member of the true pike family, may easily be 

separated from its relatives, the northern pike and the muskellunge, by 

an examination of the scales on the cheek and gill cover. As shown in 

the diagram, the entire cheek and gill cover are completely covered with 

scales. In common with all members of the family, the spineless dorsal 

fin is placed well back on the body toward the tail. Generally, the mud 

pickerel is marked with brownish bars on a yellow-green background. How

ever, the coloration of any of the pikes is not a dependable means for 

identification. The mud pickerel is the smallest member of the family, 

rarely reaching 14 inches in length, and is therefore seldom included in 

the fisherman's catch. It is fcund only in the southern half of the 

Lower Peninsula. 

~Fora more complete description of all the important game and food 

fishes, see Fishes .2£ Michigan by Dr. John Van Oosten and published by 

the Michigan Department of Conservation. 

For technical descriptions and analytical keys for all Michigan species, 

see Hubbs and Lagler, Guide _iQ. ~ Fishes .££. ~ Great Lakes ~ Tributary 

Waters, available for fifty cents from the Cranbrook Institute of Science, 

Bloom.field Hills, Michigan. 
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Northern Pike (Esox lucius) 

As indicated in the diagram, the cheeks of the northern pike are 

completely covered with scales whereas only~ upper .hill .2£. the gill 

cover has scales, the lower half being naked. The northern pike is 

usually spotted with yellow rather than barred. It is the commonest 

member of the family, and the one most frequently caught by anglers. 
. ~ . 

Muskellunge (Esox masguinongy) 
" 

The nmusky" is the largest member of the pike family. The diagram 

indicates that only~ upper ~ 2J_ ~ cheek~ gill cover bear 

scales, the lower half of each being naked. The coloration is usually 

barred, often showing a bluish tinge, rather than the yellow-green of the 

other members of the family. Muskellunge of JO pounds and over in weight 

are not uncomr,1on. 

****** 

Walleye (Stizostedion .Y.:.. vitreum) 

The walleye is not a pike but a member of the perch family. At the 

posterior end of the spiny dorsal there is~ single black blotch, as 

shown in the drawing. 

Sauger (Stizostedion.£.:_ canadense) 

The general appearance of the sauger is similar to that of the walleye, 

but rather than a large single black blotch at the posterior end of the 

spiny dorsal this fin in the sauger has several dark spots over its entire 

surface. In Mi ehigan the distribution of the sauger is more limited than 

that of the walleye and for this reason it is caught infrequently by anglers. 

****** 
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Smallmouth Black Bass (Micropterus S:, dolomieu) 

The chief character by which the smallmout h black bass may be 

distinguished from the largemouth bass is the size of the mouth. The 

maxillary bone of the upper jaw rarely extends backwards beyond~~ 

point .£f. ~ .m, when the mouth is closed. Another important character 

of the smallmouth is the poorly marked separation between the spiny and 

soft dorsal fins. Also. the spines of the dorsal fin are all of about 

the same length. the longest being only about half again as long as the 

shortest. There are other characters of lesser importance; for instance 

there is usually no stripe along the side. and the scales are not so large 

as those of its close relative the largemouth black bass. The smallmouth 

usually inhabits the rocky parts of lakes and streams. 

Largemouth Black Bass (Huro salraoides) 

~11 In the mouth black bass the maxillary bone of the upper jaw 

extends backwards~ beyond 1!ll:. ~ in adult fish when the mouth is 

closed. The spiny dorsal fin is separated from t he soft dorsal by a 

deep notch. The longest spine of the dorsal fin is fully three times as 

long as the shortest. A blac~ horizontal stripe is generally present on 

t he side. The scales of the largemouth are considerably larger than those 

of the smallmouth black bass. 'l'he largemouth black bass usually inhabits 

t he weedier parts of lakes and streams. 

****** 

Bluegill (Lepomis macrochirus} 

The bluegill is caught in greater munbers than any other fish in 

Michigan. There are .several distinguishing characters as shown in the 

diagram; the flexible , jet-black opercular or 11 ear" f lap and the more or 

less distinct black blotch at the posterior end of the dorsal fin. No red 
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or orange specklings are present on the side, thouth the forepart of the 

belly may be brightly colored. The general body color is usually a dark 

green, often with vertical bars which gradually fade out towards the 

belly. 

Pumpkinseed (Lepomis gibbosus) 

The pumpkinseed or "common sunfishn has a bright orange-red spot on 

the "ear flap." The sides are brightly colored with rather prominent 

orange or red spots; vertical bars may either be present or absent. 

There is no blotch at the posterior end of the dorsal fin. 

Green Sunfish (Leuomis cyanellus) 

The green sunfish is one of t he less common sunfish in Michigan, 

but since it occasi onally reaches a length of 6 inches or more it is in

cluded. In contrast to the bluegill and pwnpkinseed, the green sunfish 

has a large mouth, as srwwn in the accompanying sketch. It is usually 

very dark in color and oftentimes has distinct ;-{el low or ·,,hi te edgings on 

the tail, dorsal and anal fins. There is a small black blotch at the 

posterior end of the dorsal fin, as in the bluegill. The pectoral fins 

are short and rounded whereas those of the bluegill and the pumpkinseed 

are long and pointed. 

****** 

Warmouth Bass (Chaenobryttus gulosus) 

The wa.rmouth or "mud ha.ss:' along with the other sunfish, has but three 

spines in the anal fin. However, its brownish coloration and large 

mouth have often led to its confusion with the rock bass which it super

ficially resembles. The three~ spines, ~small~•~~ patch 

.2.£ small teeth ..2.U ~ tongue clearly mark it off from other sunfishes 

with which it may be confused. 
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Because of their similarity in habits and close relationship, hybrids 

betvreen different kinds of sunf ish are found in nature, but except under 

unusual circumstances these hybrids do not form a significant part of 

the angl ers catch. 

Rock Bass (Ambloplites rupestris) 

The rock bass, although a member of the bass and sunfish f amily, is 

quite distinct and may be readily reco6-nized by the presence of~ 

spines .i!!, ~ ~ .fJ8_ and the large ~ ~ (h(O nce t he co!!llllon na.111es 

11 red-eye," 11 goge;le-eye") • Its habits are very similar to those of the 

sunfish but it often reaches a considerably larger size. 

Black Crappie (Pomoxis nigro-maculatusl 

This popular pan fish can be recognized L--mnediately by a look at 

~ .!ll!1 lli which should ~ ~ large ~ ~ dorsal, as si1.ovm in the 

drawing. It has many common names but is seldom confused v.-ith other 

species. The white crappie wh ich it res er.itles most closely is of rare 

occurrence in Mi chi gan. 

****** 

Brook Trout (Salvelinus i.:, fontinalis) 

Members of t he trout family because of t heir great similarity in 

general body form and color are not easily identified. The brook trout 

is marked off from the others by the extremely small scales, ~ 

clearly defined~ spots, and the ·white edges of t he lo-;,er 
,... 
l lllS • The 

back is marked with worm-like tracin6s, o..nd the tail fin is very li t tle 

forked. The :ilouth is large. The brook trout is probably the most frequently 

caught by fishermen. 
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Brovm Trout {Salmo ,h fario) 

The brown trout differs from the others in having diffuse spots, 

either brown or pink, irregularly distributed over the sides. The tail 

fin is s earcely spotted if at all and the small adipose (snall, fleshy i'in 

behind the dorsal and present in a.11 members of the trout family) is 

orange blotched in life with no black margin. The scales are considerably 

larger than those of the brook trout. Black spots instead of wavy dark 

lines are usually present on the back. 

Rainbow Trout (Salmo ~ irideus) 

The rainbow differs from the other in having .!12. ~ .2.!:. pink spots• 

The mouth is relatively small and the scal 1::is moderately large. The tail 

fin is heavily s :~otted with black, and the adipo se fin usually has a 

few black spots present and a.lwa.;irs a. black margin. Well colored individuals 

show a. red or pink stripe on the side, hence the name. 

Lake Trout (Cristivomer ,!!!. na.m.aycushl 

Th1lake trGu~ while primarily a commercial species, is growing rapidly 

in popularity as a s;?ort fish, mostly caught in the Great Lakes by trolling. . ili 
It can be rea,lily distinguished by the rather deeply forked ~"and the 

grey and vrhite coloring; bright colors being entirely la.eking. It attains 

a large size, 15 to 20 pounds being quite common. 

****** 

Brovm Bullhead (Ameiurus ll:. nebulosus) 

The bullheads of which there are three species in Michigan are all 
I J 

very similar in appearance. For ordinary purposes it is sufficient to 

distinguish between the bullheads and the channel catfish. Bullheads have 

a rounded .2!. very slightly forked~ fl.a• The head is very blunt and the 

eye small. 
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Channel Catfish (Ictalurus l:. lacustris) 

The channel catfish, -w'nich may be confused with the bullheads, 

differs from them in having the caudal or ,iill ..£1!1 deeply forked• the 

head relatively sharp, and the eyes large. It attains a considerable 

size, 3 or 4 pounds being quite common. 

****** 

Grayling (Th;ymallus ~ tricolor) 

The grayling, once extremely abundant in Michigan, is nov1 extinct. 

The Montana grayling, which is very similar to the Michigan grayling, is 

present only in a few waters where it has been introduced experimentally. 

The coarse scales, similar to those of the whitefish and cisco, the small 

mouth, and the very large brightly colored dorsal fin give this fish a 

very distinctive appearance. Unlike the whitefish and ciscoes, small 

teeth are present on the jaws. 

Menominee Whitefish (Prosopium ~ guadrilaterale) 

The Menominee whitefish or pilot is a commercial species of con

siderable importance. Because of its superficial resemblance to the 

Great Lakes whitefish and ciscoes, it may be confused with them. The 

round body, and extremely small, ini'erior mouth (that is underneath, 

rather than at the end of the snout) and stubby gill ra.kers distinguish 

the Me nominee. (Gill rake rs are the small comb-like structures wh.ich 

extend forward from the bright red gills when the gill cover is lifted.) 



-9-

Great Lakes Whitefish (Coregonus clupeaformis) 

This important cormnercial species is often confused with the 

Menominee whitefish or the ciscoes. Its mouth, vinich is larger than that 

of the Menominee but smaller than that of the cisco, is inferior. The 

gill rakers are of intermediate length between those of the Menominee 

and cisco and the sides ~re flattened. It reaches a considerable size, 

specimens of 6 to 8 pounds being frequently caught. 

Cisco (Leuciohth~s artedi) 

There are many species of ciscoes, the lake herring, chubs, bloaters, 

etc. being included under this name. However, all of these species agree 

in having a relative large terminal mouth, extremely long, slender gill 

rakers, and more or less flattened sides. The ciscoes show great 

variation in size from one species to another, but are for the most part 

smaller than whitefish. 

"'***** 

Common Sucker (Catostomus £.!_ commersonnii) 

The coI!Illlon sucker is one of the more important coarse fish, and has 

in recent years assumed considerable value as a commercial species. Also 

large numbers are speared or nett~d by fishe rmen in the early spring. 

The common sucker may be distinguished from the redhorse and the carp by 

the rounded body, the sucking mouth, and the relatively small scales, 

which are crowded together on the forward 1·egion of the body. 

Redhorse (Moxostoma aureolum) 

The redhorse or mullet
1
of ¥ihich there are 5 species in the state 1 

is occasionally confused with the sucker or with the carp. It may be 

recognized by the large silvery scales, the somewhat flattened sides and 
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the complete absence of spines m tft8 fins or barbels ( 11 chin whiskers"). 

Some of the species reach a considerable size, 8 or 10 pounds being fairly 

conunon. 

Carp (Cyprinus carpio) 
ah.J 

The carp's long.._ dorsal fin, with about 20 rays with a coarse saw-
" 

toothed spine at the anterior end, and the mouth with short barbels 

make it quite distinct from species with which it may be confused. 

Report approved by: A. s. Hazzard 

Re port typed by: V. Andres 
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I T IS SOMETIMES difficult for 
sportsmen to distinguish between 
certain game fishes. Most anglers 

recognize the yellow perch, probably be
cause there is no other fish in Michigan 
which closely resembles it. But how 
many of these fishermen can tell a blue
gill from a pumpkinseed, or a rock bass 
from a warmouth bass? Again, how 
many anglers can be sure that the fish 
they have caught is a smallmouth and 
not a largemouth black bass? 

Many factors add to the confusion · of 
fishermen who try to identify their catch. 
It is unfortunate that so many sports
men over-emphasize color as a means for 
establishing identity because only in 

entiating only between those important 
Michigan species which superficially 
may appear to be the same. Outline 
drawings have been made of the most 
often confused fishes to point out the 
important features used in identifica
tion.1 

Mun P1cKEREI, (Esox vermiculatus) 

The mud pickerel, a member of the 
true pike family, may easily be separated 
from its relatives, the northern pike and 
the muskellunge, by an examination of 
the scales on the cheek and gill cover. 
As shown in the diagram, the entire 
cheek and gill cover are completely cov
ered with scales. In common with all 

Mud Pickerel Northern Pike Muskellunge 

exceptional cases is this character re• 
liable. The color of a largemouth black 
bass may, under certain conditions, be 
nearly identical with that of the small
mouth. 

The use of one common name for sev
eral kinds of fish leads to considerable 
confusion. For instance the name 
"pickerel" is applied to the mud pickerel, 
the northern pike and even to the wall
eye. Also confusing, but to a lesser de
gree, is the use of several common names 
for one kind of :fish as "calico bass," 
"strawberry bass," "check," "speck," and 
"crappie" for the black crappie. 

An attempt is made here to give the 
sportsman a ready means of differ-

members of the family, the spineless dor
sal fin is placed well back on the body 
toward the tail. Generally, the mud 
pickerel is marked with brownish bars 
on a yellow-green background. However, 
the coloration of any of the pikes is 
not a dependable means for identifica
tion. The mud · pickerel is the smallest 
member of the family, rarely . reaching 
14 inches in length, and is therefore 
seldom included in the fisherman's catch. 
It is found only in the southern half of 
the lower peninsula. 

1For technical descriptions and analytical keys 
for all Michigan species, see Hubbs and Lagler, 
Guide to t11e Fiahe, of the Great !Me, a,nd 
Tributary Wa.ter,, available for CIO cents from 
the Cranbrook Institute of Science, Bloonifleld 
Hills, Michigan. 
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NORTHERN PIKE (Esox lucius) 

As indicated in the diagram, the cheeks 
of the northern pike are completely cov
ered with scales whereas only the upper 
half of the gill cover has scales, the 
lower half being naked. The northern 
pike is usually spotted with yellow 
rather than barred. It is the common
est member of the family, and the one 
most frequently caught by anglers. 

l\fusKEr,L U XGE (Esox m. masquinongy) 

The "musky" is the largest member of 
the pike family. The diagram indicates 
that only the upper half of the cheek and 
gill cover bear scales, the lower half of 
each being naked. The colora ti oil is 
usually barred, often showing a bluish 
tinge, rather than the yellow-green of 
the other members of the family. Mus
kellunge of 30 pounds and over in weight 
are not uncommon. 

Walleyed Pike Above, Sauger Below. 

WALLEYE ( Stizostedion v. vitreum) 

The walleye is not a pike but a mem
ber of the perch family. At the posterior 
end of the spiny dorsal there is a single 
black blotch, as shown in the drawing. 

Green Sunfish 

SAUGER ( Stizostedion c. canadense) 

The general appearance of the sauger 
is similar to that of the walleye, but 
rather than a large single black blotch 
at the posterior end of the spiny dorsal 
this fin in the sauger has several dark 
spots over its entire surface. In Mich
igan the distribution of the sauger is 
more limited than that of the walleye 
and for this reason it is caught infre
quently by anglers. 

Black Bass, Smallmouth Above, Largemouth Below. 

SMALLMOUTH BLACK BASS (Micropterus 
d. dolomieu) 

The chief character by which the 
smallmouth black bass may be distin
guished from the largemouth bass is 
the size of the mouth. The maxillary 
bone of the upper jaw rarely extends 
backwards beyond the mid-point of the 
eye when the mouth is closed. Another 
important character of the smallmouth 
is the poorly marked separation between 
the spiny and soft dorsal fins. Also, the 
spines of the dorsal fin are all of about 

Wormouth Bass 
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the same length, the longest being only 
about half again as long as the shortest. 
There are other characters of lesser im
portance; for instance there is usually 
no stripe along the side, and the scales 
are not so large as those . of its close 
relative the largemouth black bass. 'l'he 
smallmouth usually inhabits the rocky 
parts of lakes and streams. 

LAROEMOU'l'H BLACK BAss (Huro sal
moide.r;) 

In the largemouth black bass the 
maxillary bone of the upper jaw extends 
backwards well beyond the eye in adult 
fish when the mouth is closed. The spiny 
dorsal fin is separated from the soft 
dorsal by a deep. notch. The longest 
spine of the dorsal fin is fully three 
times as long as the shortest. A black 
horizontal stripe is generally present on 
the side. The scales of the largemouth 
are considerably larger than those of 
the smallmouth black bass. The large
mouth black bass usually inhabits the 
weedier parts of lakes and streams. 

BLUEGILL . (Lepomis macrochirus) 

The bluegill is caught in greater num
bers than any other :fish in Michigan. 
There are several distinguishing char
acters as shown in the diagram; the 
flexible, jet-black opercular or "ear" 
flap and the more or less distinct black 
blotch at the posterior end of the dor
sal fin. No red or orange specklings are 
present on the side, though the fore
part of the belly may be brightly colored. 
The general body color is usually a dark 
green, often with vertical bars which 
gradually fade out towards the belly. 

Rock Boss 

Pu:r.tPIUNSEED (Lepomis gibbosus) 
The pumpkinseed or "common sunfish', 

has a bright orange-red spot on the "ear
flap." The sides are brightly colored 
with rather prominent orange or red 
spots; vertical bars may either be pres
ent or absent. There is no blotch at the 
posterior end of the dorsal :fin. 

GREEN SUNFISH (Lepomis cyanellus) 

The green sunfish is one of the less 
common sunfish in Michigan, but since 
it occasionally reaches a length of 6 
inches or more it is included. In con
trast to the bluegill and pumpkinseed, 
the green sunfish has a large mouth, as 
shown in the accompanying sketch. It is 
usually very dark in color and often
times has distinct yellow or white edg
ings on the tail, dorsal and anal :fins. 
There is a small black blotch at the 
posterior end of the dorsal fin, as in the 
bluegill. The pectoral fins are short and 
rounded whereas those of the bluegill 
and the pumpkinseed are long anc} 
pointed. 

vVARMOUTH BASS ( ()haenobryttus gulo
s1,s) 

The warmouth or "mud bass," along
with the other sunfish, has but three 
spines in the anal fin. However, its
brownish coloration and large mouth 
have often led to its confusion with the 
rock bass. which it superficially resem• 
bles. The three anal spines, the small 
eye, and the patch of small teeth on the 
tongue clearly mark it off from other 
sunfishes with which it may be confused. 

Because of their similarity in habits 
and close relationship, hybrids between 
different kinds of sunfish are found in 
nature, but except under unusual cir
cumstances these hybrids do not form a 
significant part of the anglers catch. 

Block Crappie 



RocK BASS (Ambloplites rupestris) 

· The rock bass, although a member of 
the bass and sunfish family, is quite 
distinct and may be readily recognized 
by the presence of five spines in the anal 
fin and the large red eye (hence the 
common names "red-eye," "goggle-eye") . 
Its habits are. very similar to those of 
tlle sunfish but it often reaches a con
.siderably larger size. 

:BLACK CRAPPIE ( Pomoxis nigro-macu
latus) 

This popular pan fish can be recog
nized immediately by a look at the anal 
fin which should be as large as the dor
sal, as shown in the drawing. It has 
many common names but is seldom con
fused with other species. The white 
crappie which it resembles most closely 
is of rare occurrence in Michigan. 

Brown Bullhead Above, Channel Cat.fish Below. 

BRowx BULLHEAD (Ameiurus n. nebu
losus) 

The bullheads, of which there are three 
species in Michigan, are all very similar 
in appearance. For ordinary purposes 
it is sufficient to distinguish between the 
bullheads and the channel catfish. Bull
heads !J.ave a rounded or very slightly 
forked tail fin. The head is very blunt 
and the eye small. 

CHANNEL CATFISH (Jctalurus l. lacus
tris) 

The channel catfish, which may be con
fused with the bullheads, differs from 
them in having the caudal or tail fin 
deeply forked, the head relatively sharp, 
and the eyes large. It attains a consid
erable size, 3 or 4 pounds being quite 
common. 

l\'lE~Oi\IIXEE WHITEFISH (Prosopium c. 
quadrilaterale) 

The Menominee whitefish or pilot is a 
commercial species of considerable im
portance. Because of its superficial re
semblance to the Great Lakes whitefish 
and ciscoes, it may be confused with 
them. The round body, and extremely 
small, inferior mouth (that is under
neath, rather than at the end of the 
snout) and stubby gill rakers distin
guish the Menominee. ( Gill rakers are 
the small comb-like structures which ex
tend forward from the bright red gills 
when the gill cover is lifted.) 

GREAT LAKES WHITEir1sH ( Ooregonus 
<:lupeaformis) 

This important commercial species is 
often confused with the Menominee 
whitefish or the ciscoes. Its mouth, 
which is larger than that of the Me
nominee but smaller than that of the 
cisco, is inferior. 'l'he gill rakers are of 
intermediate length between those of the 
Menominee and cisco and the sides are 
flattened. It reaches a considerable size, 
specimens of 6 to 8 pounds being fre
quently caught. 

Menominee 
Whitefish 

Great Lakes 
Whitefish 

( .A..fter Koeiz) 

Cisco 

Cisco ( Leucichthys artedi) 
There are many species of ciscoes, the 

lake herring, chubs, bloaters, etc., being 
included under this name. However, all 
of these species agree in having a rela
tive large terminal mouth, extremely 
long, slender gill rakers, and more or 
less flattened sides. The ciscoes show 
great variation in size from one species 
to another, but are for the most part 
smaller than whitefish. 

BROOK TROUT (Salvelinus f. fontinalis) 
Members of the trout family because 

of their great similarity in general body 
form and color are not easily identified. 
The brook trout is marked off from the 
others by the extremely small scales, the 



clearly defined red spots, and the white 
edges of the lower fins. The back is 
marked with worm-like tracings, and the 
tail fin is very little forked. The mouth 
is large. The brook trout is probably 
the most frequently caught by :fishermen. 

BROWN TROUT (Salmo t. fario) 

The brown trout differs from · the 
others in having diffuse spots, either 
brown or pink, irregularly distributed 
over the sides. The tail :fin is scarcely 
spotted if at all and the small adipose 
( small, fleshy fin behind the dorsal and 
present in all members of the trout 
family) is orange blotched in life with 
no black margin. The scales are con
siderably larger than those of the brook 
trout. Black spots instead of wavy dark 
lines a1ie usually present on the back. 

RAIN BOW TROUT (Salmo g. irideus) 

The rainbow differs from the others in 
having no red or pink spots. The mouth 
is relatively small and the scales mod• 
era tely large. The tail fin is heavily spot
ted with black, and the adipose fin usual
ly has a few black spots present and 
always a black margin. Well colored 
individuals show a red or pink stripe 
on the side, hence the name. 

LAKE TROUT ( Cri stivomer ,namaycush) 

The lake trout, while primarily a com
mercial species, is growing rapidly in 
popularity as a sport fish, mostly caught 
in the Great Lakes by trolling. It can 

be readily distinguished by the rather 
deeply for ked tail fin and the grey and 
white coloring; bright colors being en
tirely lacking. It attains a large size, 
15 to 20 pounds being quite common. 

CoMMOx S u c KER ( Catostomus c. commer-
sonnii) 

The common sucker is one of the more 
important coarse fish, and has in recent 
years assumed considerable value as a 
commercial species. Also large numbers 
are speared or netted by :fishermen in the 
early spring. The common sucker may 
be distinguished from the redhorse and 
the carp by the rounded body, the suck
ing mouth, and the relatively small 
scales, which are crowded together on the 
forward region of the body. 

RED HORSE ( M oxostoma aureolum) 

The redhorse or mullet, of which there 
are :five species in the state, is occasion
ally confused with the sucker or with the 
carp. It may be recognized by the large 
silvery scales, the somewhat flattened 
sides and the complete absence of spines 
or barbels ("chin whiskers"). Some of 
the species reach a considerable size, 8 
or 10 pounds being fairly common. 

CARP ( Cypri nus Carpio) 

The carp's long, dorsal :fin, with about 
20 rays and with a coarse sawtoothed 
spine at the anterior end, and the mouth 
with short barbels make it quite distinct 
from species with which it may be con
fused. 


