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The water level at lloughton Lake is much higher than average this 

~rear. Damage to the shores cc.used by the ice push was much worse than 

in 0. good many years. hiany E1arshes adjacent to the lake were flooded 

+.;his year and stand a rn.uo,1 1Jetce1· chance of remaining flooded than in 

;:,evere.l years past. In 1941 the water wa.G high both in the lake and in 

the marshes, but not as high as in 191.;2. Again, in 1941, the vrater in 

the ;_riarshes, and the lake level dropped rather suddenly, probably before 

the northern pike eggs ha. tcli.ed. '£his year there i::: r:iore snow and 

i.•."B.+;er aT'.cl therefore a better chance that the water level '?rill remain 

higher for e. lon6er period than in 194].. If so, and if tl'l.ere are 

sufficient pike present in the lake to spawn, the :;_:iroduction and 

survival of young pike should be much greater than duri~g the past four 

or five years. 

It is during periods of low lake level tr.at :::iorthern pike spavming 

areas s.re at c. premium. In 19L.o we i:W.de e. sur-.rey of ;_)ossiblo pike 

spm·ming areas, some of wr,ich a.re used every year e.nrl. others only d-..i::-ing 

times of high water. This yee.r dozens of places are available for 

spawning because of the u..~u~~ally high water level. 
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On the night of 1larch 27, Ike Jones, President of the Hour;hton Lake 

Chauber of Comraerce, :paid us a visit 9.t Peterson's. I have never yet 

seen a r:ian holding such a hi 6h posi-tion a.s Ll:r. Jones who could act so 

mean and dovmright nasty. Mr. Jones has his own ideas rega:rdini; the run 

• 
7 .of northern pike and improving the conditions for northern pike in 
. .,t', 

,- '1," 

Houghton Lake. Hr. Jones listened to what we had to say about northern 

pike but emphatically stated that he did. not care v:hat vre had found, he 

still did not believe it. 'i'his conc.i tion is prevalent ar:1ong man:,, of 

the so-ci::.lled sportsnen anc. resort opera tors at Houghton Lake. They all 

have tr..eir ovm ideas and 0 n o. 7ea+. deal cf talkins about vrl-1&,t shol;J.ld be 

done, but their words arc loud A:;:- tl1t.n tr_eir actions. This is all 

probably due to the fact that they are loolr.ing out £'or themselves a.nd 

are not genuinely interested in helping the lake for fear th.at one of 

their competitors i,vould reap nore benefit than themselves. These people 

believe that every pike in the Muskegon River (in its entire length) 

belongs in or came originally from Houghton Lake. It was pointed out 

to Mr. Jones (and. other Roughton Lake residents) that the Muskegon 

Hi ver is car,able of supporting a fairl~r large pike populat:tcn. l,:ost 

everyone will s.gree to this but claim the.t if these pike were not caught 

in the river they would certainly come :i.nto Houghton Lake. We told 

::r. Jones the results that were o:.ite.ined from the operation of the 

t:uskegon River weir in 1939 ar~d 1940, end the results of the tagging 

operations to date, 

'fie advised IZ!'. Jones agai:'.'J,-1::: dipping the fisn over the ?.eedsburg De.m 

tds year. The :r.i.ain reason bi ver~ v:a.s that the job nay run. into r:~orc 

v:ork anc. exp&r1s<o than the pike thus trar.sferred would be ;-:orth. Also 

that if a large nuJJ.ber were transferred it woulc. probably greatly 

cinini sh the uorme.l river populatio11 "" ·,orT.: ::·r~ , i1:c. ':fe tole. 1:r. Jones 
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that if th6 --:ia:'1.ser of Corr.:nerce ft~1d "'Jortsmen ,·;anted to do something 

to irr,::::rove nort!:er:n pike :f'i shiq; at Houghton Lake, they could do R:::y 

one or all cf the follovring: 

1. The culverts leading from :9itch No. I to V (see Institute for 

?isheries Research Report No. 583) at Peterson's should. be screened 

du.ring the upstream run of adult pike, e.nd completely blncked as soon 

as the water in Ditch I starts to flow into Ditch V. In the pa.st most 

of the young pike that hatch in Peterson's ditches have probably gone 

dov.nstream into the river. In connection with this blocking of the 

culverts to hold. the vra.ter 'back, it was pointed out that a certain few 

people (all real estate promoters) object to this procedure. The reasons 

for this are that with the high vm.ter in the ditches, their lots are 

nearly under water and therefore harder to sell, a.nd that they think 

that the hordes of nosquitoes are hatched in the ditches. From my 

observations a~d those of other reliable people, no mosquitoes live in 

the ditches but are to be found in the r:iarGhes and woods some little 

distance from the ditches. In other vrords, the people do not need to 

choose between mosquitoes a!:d pike. If the ditches ~.re drained early 

::1ey ,•rill still have r,iosq1,i toes, (but not as many as there vrould be if 

:~~,e ditches were full of water) , but no pike. 

2. There is a five-c.cre piece of ;narsh land a.cljoinin~ the lake 

shore, near the ~:iuskegon River, that vroulc'. rr.a.ke an ideal natural rearing 

po1,d.. This particular area receives the drainage vrater fro!!'!. about 10 or 

20 acres of vrood:~ and narsh land. When :er. Ols.f Liichelscn hac. 8. canal 

du.:; on r-.i s ;1ro~erty toachlr::: on the river, e. dyke was built "::1a.t actually 

::--~3..L'3 S f:.. s :-,0. l lo•:; por1G. of t };_: s :-c2.r sh area to the ;..· 
SOU 1,o'!le A s_1.all hole has 

be€:~ C 1J.t in -'--},"' V••'-" dyke to all nv.~ t;1e v.re.ter to escs.pe into the cane.l. The 



sports:ne:i coul( builc. a sr.:i.all da.1:1 in this outlet in the dyke to be used 

after the pike have entered and before the v:a.ter goes down, because the 

le:vel of this marsh will '."" ,,-:: ;.;0 be maintained until the eggs hatch. In 

case pike do not normally enter this area now (:.Jr. }'ra:n.k will make 

observations this spring) it ::i.ay be possible f'or the sportsmen to obtain 

some adults in the Dentor_ Creel: or at Peterson's to place in this particule.r 

area. -,-iater coulc. also be diverted into this area from t:O.e road drainage 

c:_itc~es. 

J. With the expenditm· 0 -->i' e. little more work and money~ a_ natural 

spa-vming area could 1:)c developed in the ]:artwick marsh about a milc and 

a quarter north of Peterson's. 'i'his marsh area is lovr and contains 

some vJater the year around. 

4. Burnt Point could be developed into a natural spawning area, 

l1ut would require a little more labor and probably would cost more than 

the others listed above • .;>omc i.'ill dirt fer dykes would be necessary 

0,ere. but the sportsmen should be able to find some public-cpiri ted 

"oul who woulc_ donate the services of a truck for a day or two and the 

l'.:i.bor could be provided by the sports.'!)_en. 

5. The C}w.mber of Comr~.erce could, ·with approval of the conservation 

of'£'icer, patrol various ditches and marsh areas to prevent poaching. 

If the sportsmen were sufficiently interested in improvin6 fishing 

at ~·oue)1ton Lake, they i:roulu probe.cl~, take it upon themselves to e.tter.ipt 

some of the projects li3ted above. 'J::-,e r:hole thing would cost very 

little ::noney and coulc be co!lductecl as a club project or hobby. I s.m 

certain. t!::at the results would justify their effort. 

The v.-ri ter has always been in favor cf alloY,i.n;; the removal of 

suckers anc:. redhorse from th~ str•J.:;.::.s at iloughton Lake during their 

spring r:d.gra.tion. At Denton Creek, however, we are confronted i'rith 
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several pro olens. One is that a ;,Ir. 1:cKee v:ho orms the property at th€i 

r-,outh of Denton Creek places his nets in the water in such a fashion 

(staggering his nets) that the strean is alnost, if not entirely, blocked 

to upstrean migration of fish. It is possible, although it probably does 

:10t happen, that Hr. 1icKee could obtain the entire run of suckers. Some 

(the percentage is not knovm) should be allowed to spawn. It is also 

known that rir. ~cKee does appropriate a few northern pike during the 

spring run for his own use. (I was told that Mr. HcKee was selling 

northern pike this spring. I notified the conservation officer and 

Roscommon Headquarters of this. The source of the information--a state 

trooper.) Obviously something should be done about this. Probably a 

law should be passed limiting the number of nets that can be used by 

any one person and probably setting a certain definite distance that 

nets can be spaced. 

rt should also be called to the attention of the conservation 

officer at Houghton Lake and District Headquarters at Roscom.~on that 

the dip nets that a.re used by Mr. 1:cKee are illegal. His nets are 

constructed of wire poultry netting. According to Section d 1 page 35, 

of the f'ishint; laws (revision of 1941): 11Dip nets., ••• ,Provided, That 

for the purpose of this act a dip net is defined as a square net which 

shall be constructed from a piece of ·webbing of relatively heavy twine.,. 11 

Report approved by: A. S. Hazzard 

Report tiJped by: R. Bauch 
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