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On September 10, 1942, a party of the Institute for Fisheries 
Research, comprising B.. Van Deusen, P. Galvin, s. Lievense, and L. E. Perry, 
visited Crystal Lake, iciontcal111 Coun"l7J, pursuant to correspondence from 
the Crystal Lake Cottage Ovmers' Association concerning the reconunended 
(Report No. 768) cessation of stocking of all fish in the lake. 

,.~s. Ada La Du, Secretary of the Cr"IJStal Lake Cotta.:;e Ovmers' 
.Association, and Lr. :Sarl Har'l.T(lontree, Secretary of the Rod and '.]un Club, 
·;ere contacted. Other officers and members of the local organtzations 
~:rnre not available because of tl:e late date of the season. An attempt 
was :made to explain to these people some of the principles and reasons 
for rnakin;c:; the management reconnendations ;;iven in Report lfo. 768 on 
this lake anc!. also to ;i ve t'.1en 8.n Jpnoc"tuni t:y to better present their 
?.1"'£Ument for continued stocking of the lake. 

'l'he main :9oints in their argument uere that fishinG improved T.cl1en 
stocl:inr; •.w.s :first begun years a£;o and if discontinued now, fishing 
TiOUL. certainly c.ecline; there are believed to be too many garpike in 
the lake; anc. because of the man:: large blue6ills that are caught, 
the bluegill growth does not appear to be stunte-.l. They agree that there 
are many you:.-1.6 fish around the shores, especially bluegills, anc: that 
fishing has been ;;ood this year, 1942. Er. Claude Lydell, District 
Supervisor of Fisheries Operations, has made soTie analyses of the fisheries 
report .::>n t):,.is lake before members of the Rod and Gun Club. It was 
suggested that a r1ember of the Institute staff cl ·;ht be available to ,,eet 
with an organized group of the club so;;ieti!'le in the future. 

A brief investigation of the mu:1ber of young fish hatched this year 
v:as T:1.ade b;:r seining at several locations arou::1d t 01e lake a:-id in various 
°t'Jpes of habitats. A 2_$-foot ·bag seine Y:as used in all operations. On 

the south side of thG lake the sei!linp- vra.s done o-.rer a botton of ::."ibrous 
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)eat and ;;ravel, o~, the •.vest and nort}-i_ sides over gravel and sa:Jd vri th 
::; ::nne patches of bulrushes and beds of musk6rass, ::iushy pondweed and 
-:·ater lilies. Counts of :-Ju.n.g-of-the-year 6a.:ne fish fror,1 .four seine 
hauls are as follows: 

Pike 
Blue:;ills 
Largemouth bass 
Rock bass 
?urqkinseeds 
Lon~-eared sunfish 
Perch 

1 
102 

6 
18 

Adults 
12 

13 
14 
4 

4 . . . 

5 
4 ... 

... 

84 
8 

1 
Adults 

5 

Black-nosed ::tiIL'1ov;s, olunt-nosed ninnov:s, raenona killifish, tad9ole 
,nadtoms and adult gc.1..:e fish v·ere al so found. 

Since no stocl:in°; has l)een :-1ac1.e -t;}.i s season the res-,;i.l ts of these 
collections are evidence that these species spa'.'!TI in the lake. Obvi,)Usly 
blue;_;;ills are the most abundant and largenouth bass are plentiful. Perch 
had 9robably :1oved out from the seining areas, but their presence iaas 
ind.icated in one seine haul. 

From this investigation it appears that natural reproduction is 
considerable in Crystal Lake and certainly sufficient to keep the lake 
stocked to its carrying capacit--y. This conforlils with the findings of 
the previous survey. It vras sugL;ested to Hr. Hammontree that if they 
desired, the Institute might supply the local club with scale envelopes and 
directions for taking scale sa,.'TI.ples from. bluegills and larger.1.outh bass. 
'£1-us vrould supplement the infon1a tion obtained by the survey in 1941 and 
show any change in grovrth rate. An alternative and probably '!lore satis
factory nethod would be for the Institute to make another check on the 
progress next year anc. take scale samples at that ti,ne if necessary. 

I.Tr, Ea::mnontree gave assurance that the Rod a2.1d Gun Club y;ould uphold 
any policy the Departnent of Conservation des:i.res in ,nanaging this lake 
because of satisfactory relations in the past. 
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