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Earl~ in the year of' 1941, )listrict Supervisors of Fisheries Operations 
were instructed by Mr. M. J. De Boer to preserve samples offish raised at 
their various sta.tions · for inspection duririg the Fisheries Conference to 
be held in the winter of 1942. A smllll nurnbei- of these samples were 
retained at ·-the Higgi:Q~1., Ill.lee Training School for exhibition ·purposes; the 
remainder were turned over to the Institute · for Fisheries Research. 
Although the study of these samples reported here is not compl,te since it 
does not include those left at the School, it was considered worithwhile to 
make a comparison of the fish which were received. It should be ' pointed 
out, however, that the sizes or fish at the various stations may not be 
directly comparable since n.11 stations were not stockec, or sampled on t he 
sa.me dates and also the source of the fish varies. nevertheless, carte.in 
interesting differences in the relative adapta.bili t;,r of various st~.-tions 
for certain species are apparent and ma.y be worthy of consideration in 
future fish cultural activities. 

Sixty-four samples of the fish were delivered to the Institute for 
examination and for disposition in the Museum collection or for class use 
at the University or l.licJ:1igan State College. T:i.e samples consisted of 
J samples of smallmouth bass, 7 of largemouth bass, 10 of bluegills, 7 of 
rn.inbow trout, 11 of brown trout, and 26 samples of broo~-c trout. Fish 
from 26 hatcheries and rearing ponds are represented i n the collection. 

The fish in the samples were counted and weighed. The rr.im.mum, ,maximum, 
a.nd average lengths in millimeters and inches were record.ed, along with the 
average weight in grams and ounces. Scales from the largest a.nd smallest 
fish in each sample were examined for age and growth rate. Infor~ation 
contai-ne~ on the labels ~~th the samples was recorded, and when certain 
inforin.a.tion was lacking this was also recorded (followed bv a question ~nark) 
Jfftf far as it was possible to guess. These data are s~na.rized in Table 1. 

The only mistake of arry importance as revealed by a careful exe.mination 
of the samples was noted in the sample of "bluegills" from the Waterloo 
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Rea.ring Ponds. In this sample, 16 specime~s actually consisted of 15 
pur.1pkinseed sunfish, and one s:raa.11 bluegill. One sample of brown trout 
from Oden was incorre9tly labeled "rainbow trout". 

Assuming that the samples are representative of the fish raised at 
the various stations, certain points of interest :may be considered. The 
three samples of smallmouth are not large enough to be at all representative. 
In largemouth, the best growth was obtained in fish from Hillsdale Rearin6 
Ponds, Wolf Lake Hatchery, and 3enton Harbor Ponds; the poorest was at 
Ortonville and Drayton Plains. In bluegills the best growth was at Wolf . 
Lake, West Br.anch, and Three Rivers; the poorest ~,as a.t Dowagiac, Union City, 
and Hillsdale. In rainbow trout the best• grovrth was at Wolf Lake, Onton~gon, 
and Otter River. At both Ontone.6on and Otter River the rainbows which 
showed excellent growth at 8 months were from Hissouri stock. The ·poorest 
growth we.sat the Sturgeon Rea.ring Ponds, and Otter River, (the latter in 
::!arrietta rainbows). In browh trout the best growth was at the Sturgeon 
Rearing Po:1ds and '.l'obacco }liver. The poorest was at Cooks Ruh and · 
!fo.rrisville. In brook trout t he best growth vre.s e.t the Tobacco River 
Station (Cresco, Pennsylvs.rtia stock), ~Tuite River Station (Wolf Lake stock), 
and Otter River, (Paradise stock). · The poorest growth was at Cooks Run 
( Colorado stocl~) and Oclen (Paradise stock). 

Four-months-old largemouth raised at various stations ranged in average 
size from 2.3 to 3.8 inches; bluegills from 3 to !.J.J· nonths old ranged in 
average size from 1.1 to 3.7 inches; 6-to 8-month rainbows ranged in 
average size from 3.9 to 6.1 inches; 7- to 9-nonth brown trout ranged in 
average size from 3.1 to 4.5 inches; 7- to 10-month brook trout ranged in 
average size from 2.6 to 5. 7 inches·. 

Report approved by: A. s. Hazzard 

Report typed by: R. Bauch 
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