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TRout FISH!UG PROSPECTS Fat 19l.4 

Trout fishing ahould " goo4 in 19h41 

There are aouad biologtoal reaeona for suoh e. prediction. Th• tieh• 

ing pressure on trout atreama was leaa la.at year than for many :,eara and 

there 1hould ha.ff bNll an unuaually good carry-ovv of luge wout. Juat 

h<.YW much l••~ the i'lahlnt,.; waa on all watera n.o one can be eactly aur•• 
q)/,"t"oy:ci-n<tf0/,J 17 

Th• d?"'op i.n l1c0na• sa.lea was ~ ~r cent ov~r 1942-aOMWha:t lower 

than anticipate4, but during the reat of the a~.a,eon a acaroity of .. nglera 

on all atr~ waa note4. An indication of the drop in fishing, pressure 

on trout waters comes fl"Otl the reteent tabulation. by Louie Krumhal& ot 

oreel census recorda ot trout tiahing aubmitted. by oonacnation oftie-era. 

Some 37 per oent tewer trout l"ttp rte Oflll19 in than <luring 1942. Incidentally, 

these ehowed that trout f1ahing was not qiite ae good tor the atate •• a 

whole aa in the preTi~u• yea.r but that it was still above the e:nrage tor 

the pu8t eix yeara. At the Hunt Creek Fisheriea Experiment Station. when 

complt;te ae.ta on f'bhlng have been kept since 1939. the fishing prenure 

in l9Li3 wa.1, dov.n $4 per cent over 1942 accor·ding to a recent report by 
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David Shetter and Pat Galvin.. However, the catch per i'ieherinan-hour na 

the beat so tar record•• All this means that ii" OUJ" trout streau were 

bfting over•fiah•d prior to thfJ war• they are getth:.g a breathing epell nw 

and the atook ot larger trout ahould be builcU.ng up. 

The pe.at i.wo yeara haw beu. unuauall.7 euitabl• tor vout growth and. 

Pfflftl. Cool, wet a'Wllllera are not ao pleaaan.t or produotiw tor tiaher

•• but they do tawr the trou'i. Str-eaut temJM1rature1 were tol•n.ble tw 

muoh ot the awner nea far down our larger riYer1 and. la other wat.n 

whioh are ueually oonaid.ered aeaaonal trou,:. atreama. Trout were no'i t'oNN 

to conoenV'ate in. the apring hole• aa they DlllSt during prolenged periocla 

of hot weather auoh aa we oxper:lenoed in the sw1111utr of 19)6. High atNUl 

lnels mean more water area and coneequen~ly more tood production. Higher 

l'ood production and e. greater de:oth of water in pools together with cooler 

weather prob9.bly limit the tishll\f: but ar• certainly tavorab:a.e for the 

trout. 

l.ikewi1e the lut two winter•~ espeoidly the one just past, haTe 

ben ooaparatively' mild in the 11orth country. Prolong.cl sub-aen weather. 

whieh f'reezu the baya of the Great .Lake• and th• lower enda of the rinra, 

torcea i'ieh duoka winMring there up to the headwater trout •trffml• 

Studios by J. Clark: $alyer and Karl l.agler ha"19 eh(1WJ'l that 'ltlhen thie 

bappena the toll ot trout may 'be considerable. 'l'hr.f estimated. oo.nsenati'ffly 

that each tiah duck will eat on the average fiTe tl"Out per day. lt the:, 

took amall trout the h&l"Dl wCNlcl be l•H but the avenge ds• ot the tieh 

in the etc>macha of tn••• predators waa $.8 inohea and a oonaiden.ble 

number were of lc~al size ~d l~rger. L"!..ring .ever• wintara, such aa 1A 

1935-19.36, H ia ILot unuaual to count as l'QIIU'l)? aa a hundred. fiah du.oka on 

a mile of stream. A little figuring will show that several weeks of such 

weather might reduce the trout Gtoek considerably. 
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Mild. win'tiera are tavon'bl• to trout prod.uotioa alao ill that •trNll 

temperature• do not ..... 1n ao low that trout ou.ee to teed. Their '""°'h 

and eumftl ahwld theretore 'be better 'than during a aewre winter • 

.Another r-• fff good vout catohea la 19lt4 ehou.14 be the Depan

_._,. atooklag pregna. Smae ndioal change■ haw been a.cl• in reoed 

year• to oontora wt th the t1BCU.llga of reaearoh. ra11 planislng1 ot t1ngerl1ng 

am ot legal•aiaed trout in atreama haYe been cU.aoontim.ae4 ant more ft.ah 

are being carried owr th• winter for diatribution juat pJ"ior to and during 

the trout anaon. Lakff known to be suitable for trout were stooke4 laa, 

t&ll since over-winter losaee in such watera have been fOl.Uld to N l1ght. 

One of the objection.a to the legal•e11e program on etr__, and emaller 

lak•• ia that it produoea wa4ea1n.'ble ooneentl'atioaa of anglers. It ••eu 
logioal tha~ frequent, ■mall planting■ of trout in the amall lakea and• 

wtur diav1bu\ion ot tiah • the ,v..,.. would red.u•• th••• ooneenn:iiou 

and apread the fiahiag Oftl' a longer per!o4. Sneftl planting boat• are 

aow king oonevucnet an4 their ua• cm the larger ,tr .. th.ta eeaaon 

ahc>uld make tor •re nt11taeto17 eteoking. 

'!'he muaber ot legal•d&ecl 'tre\ii; which can be reared an4 planed 

properl:y 1• limited by twlda, arulable tood and suitable holding pond.a. 

~power and transportatioa are alao ai a preala theee day-. but 1 t la 

aate to predict that thi1 aeuon will'" a larger and better diatrlbutloa 

or legal•aized trout than h&a been possible heretofore. SUoh a prograa 

can be expanded almost indefinitely after the war it twu11 are made availabl•• 

but the Department i■ not convinced that thia may be the final annft' t. 

better trout fishing. When teehnical help is again to be had, demonatra• 

tion areu will be aet up on a number of representative trout atream.s to 

test the relative value and ooat of heavy atoeking and restriction, on the 

Jdll. 
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Very 11"1• stream and. lake illproTement wu poadble during the put 

1ear b .... u•• ot the prnail1n.g labor •hortage. The extent w whioh vout 

tiahing may n iaproTN on JUchigan atreama thl'ougb tile creation et adti• 

~ional pool• 1• 1.n.dioatecl lJy the re■ulu ot the tlr•t oonvoll .. "bef'on 

and atHI"" teat ot nob work. Thia experlmtmt at the Bunt Creek Sw.1:ion, 

while incomplew. hu •• tar ahown an ino:rea•• 1n the oateh per hour ot 

S4 per o•nt and a yield ot legal trout more than double that aeoure4 

before the new pool, were oreated. Such woi-k 1• 11.ad tecl by tM 1'a1lu 

&T&ilable tor oon.truc'iion and maintenanoe and alao by the amount or water 

auaceptible ,o improvement. Probably lllUCh of wr trout wat.r eannot be 

1mpron4 by any method which has yet been dffeloped but nery fisherman 

can reoall etretohea of "tlat• water on almost e"t'ery stre&.'n he haa fished 

where poob and coTer tor tl"Out were aoar••• Plana are being tormulate4 

tor an u:panaiOD b trout atreaa imprOTement ,men men and •terWa are 

agala &ftila'bl•• 1mm then ao whole•al• progna of ark will b• unclertakea. 

careful iawntori•• will preoecle eonatruotion and emiromaental 1mpl"O'Nllen1; 

will be baaed upoa a ~oJ"OUgh Jm.owledge ot 'the tactor1 whioh an llld tine 

trout production. 

It would be ot 11 ttle public benefit if trout tiahing were maintained 

and improvecl. unl••• aooeaa were uaured and to •DY a trip north 1• not 

perfect. unleu they oan oamp along the etl"Mm• The state Supreme Court 

decision in the Taggart oa.ae is reaHuring in tha.t recognition ot the 

public character of our trout atreama haa been upheld .!!!!_ l!jal aooea1 

!!. gained. But to assure this acoeae at reasonable internla and to 

provide camping places, frontage must be secured by so~e public agenoy. 

Trout fishermen will f'ind l ~- .o miles or new aoceea on northern streama 

thia aee.eon and that added to the I '3. i mi.lea aoqt~irecl earlier 1n the 

progrut. will .f'urni ■h plaoea where they know they will be welcome to enter 

the streaa or to 5et up their oampa. 
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lo matter how tanrable the preoed1ng wintv and regardleH ot aan•• 

beat fl'fon1 to aid nature in produoing a vout orop. 'there are other 

~otora which affeot the fishing. EYery obael"'ftllt angler kn.an that a 

stream may be t\lll ot trout but if cond1tiona aN not right they will no\ 

atria. i.'ffn in thhing 1rllderneaa water■ there are tiaea when nothing 

rill intereat a ti1h. Thie 1a even more true tor the heartly tiahocl etr .... 

and it 11 fortunate that thia 1• the aaee, otherwise they would eoon be 

deplete41. The Bunt Creek report for 19h3 prmo~ely mentioned illustrawa 

thia po~, The nek1y awrag• oatoh per hour ot uglera ue1ng thia 

1tnaa ftl'led. fl-ea O.t.6 --1.19 legal trout during the •--•• 'fhe '"r'7 

beat tiahillg .... 1a the tir■t tlwo weke 1a AUgUat I .. trout; haw ..._ 

atoate4 1a Wa atNaa tor aewral yea.re ao th.a\ the eatoh ne not intlueneM 

by planting.. The fl■h nre there •rlier but did not tee4 aoat aotively' 

until wawr aad wea\hv oondi tioae were tawrable., ot e011rff goe4 oatu•• 

wen made earlier and latw but the most ocnaietentl7 good tiahing oame 

in le.to eummer. The same kind of' reaulte wre noted in oreel oensua 

studiu -.de in other years on many of our Nit trout ■tnams• lot that 

fiahing h alwa19 beat on moat atream1 in August, the last halt ot June 

and the firet half ot July are generally the moat favorable ,1mea tor gooc1 

trout tiahing. but allot these records show that there are faotort which 

make for good or poor fishing regardl••• of what may be done to improve 

it. 

DlS'l'lTU'fE FOR FIS.HBRIES RESEARCH 

Alben s. Buse.rel 
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