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Ezpfftm.Jltal r•gulatieu allcnring more tithing are nn in .tr.ot. or 

will N by Jwu. 25, on l4 lliehigew lalata, moatly 1n the southern half of 

the Lowff Penluula. !heae nn r•gulationa pertain eapeoially to the WIU'Jll,io. 

•-ter epeoi•• in most innanc••• but trout are iuolwd. · in the •••• ot oa• 

la.k9. The purpoae or tiu, liberalised regulatione 1• to tin4 out it theae 

lakea will pl'OYide a grea-r barvfft of l'ish, or it •baagea 1n ••rtain flab.

in,; la•• will make be"-1- fi•hin&• TM 'bui• tor aaauming that liberalising 

a-. ot our present la'n might proTS.de more tnci better tining la OU' 'MU.et 

'-t the WU'nl..water apeo1••• eapeoially the pan tiah••• are produoing a 

geatw oz-op than ia being ha.n'ested on moat of our lake•-. 

The eTidenoe of a large and unuaed erop of pan fish•• l• Hen 1n the 

etteet ot periodic Winterldlla on our lakes, and ill the reaulte of 1peoial 

popula'tion atucl1•• by poisoning and netting. For 8D.1llpl•, following the 

extenaiTe winterld.111 cluring 1935-36 and 1944-45, count• ot clead tiah oa 



wn ot our hearily fiahed lakes revealed a minimwa of' boom 100 to 4oo 

legal-aiaed pa and pan tiah•• (mostly the latter) per ure. Varioua creel 

oenaua atudiea on lliehigan lakes have shown 'that ti9heJ"MD harveat • on the 

aftrage, about 15 to 50 legal tiah per &Cl"e per YN,I'• or p!'obablJ not llOl"8 

than about 10 per oent of the standing crop of lepl•■iaed pan t1•h••• 

awrage grcnr1ih--ot pan ti••• in many •t•r• i• to aome degree a retlee. 

tie et too any adult• preaent during the 'breeding ••••cm.-another indi ... 

oaticm that tilhing 1• not OTfl'ff'!ppi.?lg the 1peol••• 

Ia taot• hook.and-U.ne fishing, although it ie the ao•epted. aponiag 

uthe4, appear■ te 'be a n:ther in•tfeetiT• metbo4. ot oatol:l.iag tilb. Recent 

report• from Alabaa, Indiana, and lllinoi• chaffi'be experimea'ta wti..n 'ffW7 

1ntenalve ti■hing removed only about half of the eatuable tiah. Perhaps 

the l•ft•OVU'• represent an UllO&tohable miniaum population. with fl.■hing 

r•nrtoted to the 11.ll"plu• population above thl• mini••• i3-ta, 1 t 1, 41f't1• 

eul't to im&gb.e that an uncatchable rumant of a ti• population mu.at re

ain a tixed quanti'7. the more intenein or ntenein the tiehing• ~ 

greater ahould be the total yielct. It fishing oa .Michigan. lalcee 1• u tn. ., 
et1'eoti:ve in ctropping pan tiahes as expvim.9nta and obtenationa ■ffDl to. 

iui••• tlutzte appeue to be little juatitioation tOt' tiahing relltri•tioaa 

on the•• epeoi••• 0. goal abould 'be for tl■h.eraen to <Uop •oh ate 1Mt 

that limit Wb.ioh will leaw juat enough brffder' tilh tor adequate n&tural 

reprocluotion and lea.fl a desirable 'balanee ot the ditt,~ent apeole-. 

Openiag ot all non-trout lake• north of bigmla7 M-ip (tu main ean

wat highway between Port Sanilac and. Kukegon) bf the legiala'fnare in 19hS 

to t1ahing throughout the year tor epeci•• not protected by oloaed eeaaoaa 



wae a step in the dirMtion of more liberali.zed fishing regulation•• It 

prcni.4ed a4dit1onal t18hing tor perch, rock baas, on.ppiee, and mo•t ot 

ov non-game ■pecieo in all lake,, plua additional tiehing tor pike, wall• 

eyea an.cl trout• in lake■ whioh had. 'bMn in the "all other lab" olaaaif'1-

oat1on and thffefGH did not o~n until June 25. It did not i».TOlTe aq 

ohug• bl tiahiq tor largemouth and amallmeuth baH, bluegill• and nn.. 

tish. No:r 41d it ebu.ge ~ atatua of lakee aouth of~. and our U'tff• 

est 1• largely GOllCV'Ud with the•• lakee at the pAeet ti)N. ~

aouthern :tat.a haft luge populatiOD.8 ot pan tiahea, pre1Ult.bl7 aoh more 

IQ than the ncwthen l&k•• beeauae the aouthern lake■ are JROZ"e tertil•• 

Y-.r.a.rowul t1ahing 1aten■1ty 011 theae eou.thern lakea, 1t open to tilhing, 

would be great... than oa the nonhern lake•, u.d WOlll4 pronu a 'better 

wat ot the effect ot reduoed reatriotioaa. Due to the oonoentraiiion et 

fi1hfl'Jlell b. tu aouthera third ot the stat., there 1a ~l"hape more juti• 

tioation tor liberalizing regulations on aouthn'n wat.ra. if these water• 

rill hold up under tu a44ed fiahing preasur.. 

A l•gi•latiTe amendment in l.945 to the Diaoreticmary Pcnror An gaw 

the CoaHnation Oommieaion authority to eata'blieh mol'e liberal tishiag 

regulation• on not more than 20 lake• and 10 etremu (not more than on• 

lake and one rneam per county) for a period not to exceed five yeara on 

euh water tor the purpose ot experimental reaearoh on f'i•hi:Ag regulatione. 

Thie is the authority 'lm.4.r whioh the experimental regulationa ue aet up 

on 14 lakea, and moat of theH 14 J.ak•• were ••leoted eouth ot M-lt6 tor 

reaaone giTeD above. 

The present theory that our lakea will prOTicl• more .ti•hing appll•• 

prlarily to the pan tiahea-the perch• orappie, roek ba-■ 11 bluegill an4 

eunti■h. More tiahing tor pan tiahea could be prOTicled in an.7 one ot 



BffWal way■• either by ohanging or •limil'.lating the oloaed aeaaona on some 

or all of the apeei••• or inereaaing OJ' elilldllating the or"l limit, or 

red.uoing or elimi:Dat1ng the eiH limit. PreaWDabl;y the eloN4 eeaaona 

are uaigned priarily to prrieot spawning fish• and elilainati.Dg the oloN4 

eeaa• (cm bluegill•• tor enmple) would provide a test of the ued tt1t' 

auoh pr.teeti011. 

In addition to the question of und.ervopping ot adult or legal-ai&e4 

pan tlahe•• anothel" problem. 11 inTolvH 1n th4t experimental regula1;iona.. 

Maq lake• haw an nwpopu.lation of eenain apeoi••• espeoi&lly the blue

gill, 19llow peroh, or rook baaa, to tile estet tat 1ihere are great num

ber• of -.11 tteh and the growth ia H alcnr that enly a em.all pv oa.t 

l'Moh a legal •1••• An •tteoti n method ot --.ging auoh popvlatioaa ia 

gnatl7 nffded.• Theontioall7 the problem 11 one ot i:)dnming out tlwt 

.... 11 tiah •• that &ftilable tood will be uaed tor be'ttw growth ot the 

r..,ining ti•h• It remnal of the aiu limit 11111 l>e followed by oonffr'ted. 

000,-ration ot flamti'lleA 1n removing large DU11lbere of the amall t1•h• 

aerely to get them. out 0-t the lake, th.ta might prow to 'be a feaaibl• 

Mthod ot OOl'J'Nting atunting and improving 1':bhing. On Beu- Lake, 111lla-

4al• County. 'Where there•• 11.0 aise limit on pm fiahea 1n efteot during 

1945. tiahenum kept only- 8 uncleraiaed. ~ fish per aore during tbe aeaaon. 

'l'hia 11-.ber wae too tn to be •ignitioant in a a'tunted populaiiion. lo 

gift this theOl'y a tair test. fishermen should ignore their aorupl•• about 

prot.oting under■iaed li•h• and ehould :remove them in large mabw•• Pro

Ti•iou for tmlim1 ted remoTal of under deed pa.u £1ahea will be in ei"teot 

GD thrff southern lakes by June 25th. 

While the preeent experiments i.Jm,lw more .f'ilhing mostly toza the 

pan fishe•• they brrolw alao aome additional tiahing tar northen pik•• 

pikeperoh (walleyes), an.d trout• in mo1t ot the 14 lake• where these •IH'•i•• 



happen to oocur. Trout ar• abundant in only one ot th• lalcu, 'but nll-

97•• are F••ent in llfl'en.l and northern pike u-e present in moat ot tum. 
Ori northern pike and. walleye• the additicmal fishing will be dUl"ing the 

period fra. Hay 15 to Juu 24, whioh 1• a favorable eeaaon tor oatohhg 

the•• apeoi••• !he pike and. nlleye uaaon on mo•t of these experimental• 

■outhern lake• 1• the ea.me•• cm. all non-trnt lakes north of highway K..q6. 

The preaat -.pv1Jullta do not involve any oh&Dgea in regulatioaa oa tu 

largemouth aJ14 amallaouth baas. but the need tor the preeea-v ngulatiou 

Oll 'lilwae speoi•• •hould also be tested. by future experiaeAt•• 

The 14 lake• cm. whioh upffiment&l li'berali&ed tiahing regulatiau 

have 'bea pat u.to ett.o, thi• 1fl&Z' • together w1 th the epeoifio regula

tiou, and the purpoee and. propoaed duration ot the qperi.Mnta, are •• 

tollwa1 

(1) Ltlb11 ~!!.~!!!.!!!!. fish?:!§ throughout the,:.••~- all.· 

tiah dv!5 theu reamti'ff ,!i?!! aeaaona. Eff•ot1ve lf&roh 15. 19116 for 

tiff 7.ara. 

Duek .t.a.ke, Cle.reno• rcwnahip, Calhoun Oo1mty. 

Fine Lake, Johna~ Tnnehip, Bany County. 
I\ 

Lo'ball Lake, .Argentine fowmhip, Ga.ea" County. 

Pon.tho Lake, White Lake and Watertw4 tGWD.ahip•• Oakl.tmd. Count,. 

Whitmore Lake, Grea. O&k Townahip in L1Tingrioa Count,, aDAi 

lenht1eld. tow.nahip 1a Washtenaw ~• ( On Whi:taor•, 

•tt .. ti'ft April l, 19"'6 tor 5 ~••> 
Open aeaaona on the various apeciea area 

Brook, brown and rainbow trou.t - last Saturday in April to 1abor Day. 

Largemouth and amallmouth baae ... June 25 to DeoeJ1bff Jl. 

Bluegill• and auntish - June 25 to Februal")" 28. 



Bonhern pike, pikepereh (walleyes) and muskellunge • May 15 to 

Manh 15. 

Sturgeon. no open••••• 

All other apeoiea • no cloaed aeaaon. 

All atatutery aize limit, and csreel limit• re•in in ethot. 

fhu• theae •ix l.akee are in 'tihe Nae oategW7 a• all ~on-trout lab• 

north of highway M-46. ~ ahange on the•• lake• provide• tor more fish

ing tor all apeoi•• ex.1tpt the largemouth and. nalllllouth ha••• blugill 

an.cl .untie, the pvpoa• ot the n:periman.t is to cletel'mine it •outhel"D. 

W..hlgan lakes will peld DlOZ'e tiah without detraoting trom the quality 

ot tiahing during the aummer or aubaequo:b Y"J'•• 

!! ,!:!l ,.!2! !!!. ~ 4al _!! .l!!!• ,!!! oien tbr&UJhout _:!!! y.v .!!£ othff 

ff!!1•• .!! tieh d.Qrht,g theb- reaeeetiv• .!29 •--w• JJtteetiY• Maroh lS, 

19li6 tor 5 rev•• 
Jig .Portage Lake, Rem-ietta and Waterloo townships, Jaobon C01nty. 

Fit• Lake, Fil'• lake u.d Springfield to.nahip•, Grand rt-anr•• 

and l'allcaaka counties. 

Hbm...,ukou Lake; Sheran Twn•hip, st. Joseph County. 

Sugarloaf Lake; LYDdon TGIIUhip• Washtenaw County. 

On thep lake• there la no closed aeason cm bluegill• and euatiahe 

Ope Nason• on all other sped.ea are iihe 88.Jne aa eiteci under group (1) 

aboY•• All 1tatutor7 •is• l1mlt4 and oreel limit• reaia 1a etteo,. !he, 

purpo•• ot thu espes-butnt ie to teat the etf'ecrt ot a.deli ti.OJJ&l tlshiag tor 

apeci•• uoept the baa•••• and in addition to determine the etfeot ~ ellm1-

nating the oloaed •••on on bluegill• and IUD.fish. 

(~) Lalata .!.E.!! .:!. ~ !!! .!!!,!. ti•hing. tbrou(hout the I!!!!!!!. 

tek!:5 bluegill•• sunfish. f!roh• ~ !!.!!• !_!! oaU.oo !!!!, (ora211ee) 

•: 



-7-

~ .sz time; ~ addition !2. the statut!!7 creel limit !!!!. ~ 201•• 

(25 11Dgly or in an, combination exeept not more than 15 bluegill■) ab -
1nohes ,!.! lft§th !! O'ffl' • !!. unlimited number 2!,. !!!! \Uldtlraiaed. ,!! auoh 

specie• may !!!2, ,!?!. tann. Other speo1•• •1 !!. taken only dw:!!f ataw.

.:!!Z .!1?!!, see.son• ~ acoording ~ atat11torz oreel liJDits !!!, .!!!!, limi~•• 

Etteetin Jfa.reh 15, l91J, tor 5 yeara. 

Bear Lake, Cambria Township, lii.lladale County. 

Saddle IA.ke, Coluabia fownlhip, Van Buro. CJow:,.ty. 

On then two l&kea there 1• no size limit on the pan f1ahea, and an 

unlimited n_.r ot pan tish under 6 inoh•• may be taken 1n ad.4it1oa -to 

tu regular orMl limit of pan fish over 6 inohea. In adiltian there 1• 

DO eloffd see.son on bluegills and euntiah. ill oi.her apeoiee may be 

taken only duri?lg aututory open an.aona (eite4 un.cle1" (l) above). Statu. 

w1 aiu limit• and Ol"ffl limits remain iJl ettect Oil all apeoiea aoept 

the pan fiahea ('blugilla, auntiah, pereh, rook ban, and oalloo ~••>• 
The pna1'j' purpoae of thia experiment ie to 4eterm1n.e it timermen 

will re.moTe enough ot the l.ULdffaized pan tiahes to imprOff oonditiona in 

an. OTwcron.ri and. atu:it.4 population. fo giw tJ» nperiment a tai:r wart 

tiahermen are enoouraged to t1sh tor and remove•• many ot theae mall tiah 

a■ po91ible. !her• 1■ probably no ohance of rem.od.ng ao Jl&D.J' u to aeri

oual;y deplete these -,.oiea. 0V primary oonoern 1• that tiaherwm •7 
of them 

not rUIO'ft enough/to do auy good. 

cm bluegill• and auntiah• and an open season on SOllle other apeoiea f'I"• 

April 1 to June 25 n1 the result of an oversight in the wording ot the 

Oomnd.aaion Order. Thia can be corrected for next year. it it i■ to the 

inwreet of looal fishermen that this be done. 



(4) .!!!!, open~~,!!! .Y!!. ti~ !,!!!,. ta!f!??:§ bluegille1 aun.tiah. 

feNh, !!.!!, baaa, ,2! oalioo !!!.!. !!!. !!!l .!!!.!. only clur1:1!' 9?!!it1ed 21!! 

•••one. l! a4d1'tion .!! ~ nawt9 oreel limit!.!!:.!!!!. apni•• (25 

aiagly or in any ooabiaation except no" moN 'thau 15 blw,gilla) al:r. inohea ----
.!! l!!jth '!!! ~, !! Wllimited mber 2!_ ~ aure1&•4 (l••• tun 6 

iuhea UL length}!£. !!2 5?8Cies •z aleo !!, taken. Ettecti-n June 25• 

19!,6 tor 1 JNJ'• 

hl'k Lake ('both the upper and lc,wv part• of the lake), llontoalm. 

L&rgemou'th and amallmouth baea.,. June 25 to Deoabel" ;1. 

5vthera pin., pikeperob (wall•;r••) u.d muakelluag• • June 25 

to JIN'oh 15. 

Sturgeon• no opn season. 

Jluegill• an« aUJ!Lfiah. June 25 to February 28. 

All other apeole1 - June 25 to lfaro.h 31. 

fhe laQ r••in.a olned to a.ll fishing tram Aprill to June 24. Sta.tu. 

tOJ"y li.ze limit• and aeel Uaits remain 1n etf'ect 011. all epeeiea euep"IJ 

'bluegill1, auntieh, perch, roek baas, and oalieo •••• 

The purpose ot the experim9nt on Turk Lake ia to find ov:t 11' f:l-1101"• 

un will remove enough ot the u.nderai.zed. pan fish•• (eapeoially bluegill• 

1n this lake) 1n an O'ftl"Orewad poplllation to etteot 'bevter p-Oll'tb NIIODg 

'the remaining f"iah. A tair test of the experiment will require that fiah.er .. 

Mn. remove large numbers ot the•• small fish* pre■umably all that the7 can 

catch by heo"'lc al1d liM. It ie upeoted that tiahermn Will eooperate to 

thia exten:t, for a majority- of the cottage owners on Tvk l&k• ••• n

preeffd. them.aelv•• in taTOr ot eH.1ainating tM ebe limit on blugtlle in 

their lake. 



(5) ~ .!R,!! ~~and,!!!!, tiah?:5 !!,!!! Kaz _!i .!!_ ll&Nh l!, ~ 

+,a!f!!i !!! ~ dulj1DG tllelr r••~1.,. 21.!! aeuou. Etteotin Janua17 1. 

1946 tor 3 year-•• 

Birch Lt.la9. Porter Tovm.ahip. Cass County. 

Open ■ea.aona on tbi• lab are ae tollna, 

Brook. 'brown and rainbow trout• May 15 to Labor Day. exoept 

that rainbow trout may alao 'be takAm 4urin.g September. 

Ootober and lfovem.bv .. Speoia.l ereel limit of 5 trout 

P9 day. 

Lt.rg8ll01Rh and .._llmouth baas - Juu 25 to l>ffabff Jl. 

Bluegille and •unt11h - June 25 to Febru&r}' 28. 

llorthern pike and pikep4tNh (1f1lllqe•) - lia;y 15 to Jfuoh 15. 

All o'bher ape•i•• • May 15 to Jlar•h 31. 

There are no obaages in atatu'bory orffl limit• or 11,e limit• aeept 

u indiea.ted tor tro~. 

Jliroh Lake baa prtmm to be a. good 2"&1nbow trout lake and pla».tinga 

ot lepllri.d.a-4 ha"Mhel'y rainbows haft gi.Tn good returu to angl••• Ia 

pnrioue years the lake b.!.a opened on June 25, and 'by thia dat.t the avtaoe 

wat• 11 too wa,rm tor trout which are thff'•tore in deep lllltel'. P'i1hi.1!1.C 

•rller in the Nase would enocmnter these trout in aha.llower water whel"e 

1911le of thea eould be talc• by- fly ti.ahel"Dlen. !he purpo" ot the experi• 

msnt is to tind out it thia spring fishing• in addition to &'WIiier aJUl tall 

fishing, will giw a grea.t•r return to anglers or the hatohery•1lu.ted 

n.inbows. While past r•turna have been good, even 'be'tt.r returns are 

hop.-d tor and may be realised by the additional apri.ng fishing. 



j '· ,I .. 

To find ftt ti. r••ulta of the•• ~:i.mta on. ll'ben.Uaed ti•h1ztc 

••plAUou ... ftp. l>innon et th4t Cw.Nna'iicm ».par ... , l• ._._~ 

~ a VHl C♦llfll• ~ tithing on uoh o£ the lake•• Ol"e•l oena olwb 

are artatiaed at n.t•, Suprloe.1', Big Periag•,. tilmen.llkoa, la.441•• a.r. 
aa4 Bt.r.a lam. Ia a441ticm, on. -.n. la Ocma"ing IA'bdell. Pon.ti&• ad 

WbJ:ta,,r•• two a.ya a week cm eaohJ and another man 1s handling Oraig. ~• 

au 11u lake•·• i.N .._ llui•• fh• OJ"Ml ..,.'WI t.t hrk Lake will 'be 

,, 
Ia •~ti• to the on•l •--•• tile Fiah ·Di:ri.aioa will be mating 

.,..1.a1 ltuU•• a the· N.114t ot grc,nh and ·the -alnm4aue ot th4t Tariou 

pa• apeo1ea bl euh ot tlw lake•• 

~ na of the Ol'Nl •••• 1• • ·~ a oompl•-t• r••d· or •l.H 

u ••tiaw baM4 on. a ~•• aapi., et all tiahbag u4 tleh ••" 

tbi"oughout ~ ;par~ the apeoial gr-owth .Wl" ad the ore•l ffl18U 

·\ 

NOOJ'4 will " --••Nl7 to llOrNOtl7 nalu.a-te , ... a:poiannal ohallg•• 
ia tiehtilg replattae. 11...._ a tun lake• tr..-tly will be oa.

'-e~e4 'by -wi.. or"l ocaua elvu. the eoo,-ntiou ot fi•hwaea will '1M 

appnoiatecl,. 
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