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Ever since about 1900 When rainbow trottt. became firmly established in 

the Great ~• and its tl'ibutary rivers they have posed a problA!a to con­

se:rva.tion acblt:i.nistrators. It vu hoped that. non ... migratoey strains had been 

brought fra California ana. that these fish would stay in the streams and. 

help fill the gap left by the clisa,p~erance of the c,ayling and the brook 

trout. lut eggs from both the resident Shasta rainbow and the see-run 

steelhead eventually found their way to Hich1gan and l.U'ge rainbows aeon 

appeared. in the Great La.us and in their t:ributai-y. streams d:uring the spring 

· spaw:l.ng run.e into these r:t vers. 

In his interesting booklet on Michigan trout, Harold Smedley¥ tells 

of the early attempts to acclimatize the California or tlll.Ountainn trout 

and the efforts to give 1t special protection by higher size limits and 

later spring openings. By 1916 the spectacul.ar rainbOY fishing ot the Soo 

lap ids had been developed and publicized and the Au Sable, once falllOus for 

its native grayling fishing and later for phenomenal brook trout angling, 

became noted tor the many large rainbows it produced. As early as 1907 the 

season f'or rainbows in the St. Marys Biver had been set as June 1 to S.ptem­

ber l. !he rain.bow had fulfilled the fondest hopes of those who had spon­

sored its int,toduction and vere populating the streams long since abandoned 

bf t.he grayling and the brook trout because of changes in the habitat caused 

by lumbering and agriculture. 

¥s.dlf#Y;lla:rol4 RinsdeU. 1938. Trout of Michigan .. Printed by the 
author, Muskegon, Michigan. 
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ht weft Michigan a.n.gl.ers satisfied? Apparently man,- were not and 

probably- It.any l'l.Gffr Will be ! In acl4.i tion to bnloanit\g the loss of the 

grayling, cl.aimS \RJft made as early as 1$104 that the rainbov vu driving out 

the brook trout and by 191-. dellanda wn heard t:or netting and epeu-ing 

seasons to control thaM inYaCler•• In l9l7the spea:,ug of rainbows in 

parts of certain streams 11a1 permitted but e.ppuently aroused so much objee­

tion that it was 8()0n &ba.n4oned. Later a barrier scNen was inatalled on the 

lo•r eni. ot P:t.ne '"ek, lemiatee County, to prevent rainbows tr. aseending 

that strea to compete With tbe brook trout. »ut like all screens not given 

constant attention, it washed out ill. a flood &ml vu not replaced. 

!he basis of the rainbow prob lea in Michigan is the aigi"&tory habit 

charaeteriart.ic of most of our present etoek. Perhaps tbe steelhead blood 

m.ixed in vith the early resident rainbow pltmtings it to blame. In the 

e~nt January-hbrl.nt.'ry issue ot M1ehij2! Conaez-vation Dr. Shetter nu 

discussed the controversial iesue ot Vb.ether or not river mouths need to be 

kept open artilicially in order to allov theM ru:n.a from. tbe lakes to enter. 

Although our rese;wch incU.eates that this ii, not a serious proble, there 

are othe'i" factors which m.uat be considend if w are to aanaae t"ainbov trout 

intelligently. ?oung rainbow trout spawned in Gnat 'Lakes t tributaries 

sueh as the P41N ~uette ena. Manistee rivers, are of seven different growth 

types as shown by a. stuay of the seal.es made by Dz- .. John a. ~el.el"' in the 

period 1928 .. 32. A few ere entirely "stream--resident" fish gr-oVing, maturing 

and spending their entire lives in the sti-eams. !he other siX types live 

from one to tour years in the streame and m.ost of the balance of the time in 

laltes to Which these stre&111S are tributary. Greel.ey found that the commonest 

•✓ 
Greeley, John a. 1933. The growth .rate of rainboY trout from. some 

Mieb.igan vatere, ~a.us. a. l'ish. Soc., Vol. 63, PP• 361-378. 



ru a.ova to lakes to utu.t'&. lie ttll"ther discevered that in certain strea.s, 

such as the Lit'tle Mem.istee River, powth of the young rainbows spawned there 

by runs ~ a.d.ul.ts from. Lalm Michigan was s() sl.ow because ot owrpopulation 

that only about o:n.e .. fourth of the survivor• barely reached the legal size 

of seven inches and vere available to the aglff before starting tor Lake 

Michigan. How common this co:mlition is we do not know or Whether it exi.sts 

at pnsent ~r.heav:ter ugling and longer see.sons, but jlltlgi.ng bye. few 

persistent reports o'f overabuniant small rainbCWS trom anglers fishing the 

Little Manistee, Pere Jlarq;uette., Bear Creek, and the Platte and Jordan rivers, 

the problem U"I still exist. In the average ,eu the run is pretty well 

over by thft last latUl"day in April ·SZl.d many of the adults have started back 

to the Great i.akes.. lelatively few of these :fish are taken in the average 

spring in tributaries of the Gnat Lakes. 

Another serious phUe ot the problem is that adult rainbow trout are 

genere.ll.y in pow coniition 1'hen talfan eeYly in the Mason. Only a novice 

displa,s nth pride a hQolt ... ja-4, ba'ttle ... scarred aa1e rum.ting milt or a 

female hea:vy Vith dripping spam. 'file flesh is dark, strong and hardly 

edible. lqually serious but ge:nffally not rec.ognised or admitted by those 

Who take them ts the poor tip.ting quality ot such fish caught from the 

spawning. beda or reeently spent and on the way down to ta rich feeding grounds 

~ the l.a.kes When reeO'Vl!trY would. be rapid. ecapare such apring--causnt rain .. 

bow Vith the fat, silvery, fighting fish taken in summer or tall! We can 

ha:tdly blame the aportsmen who feel that the season should. not c,pen on rainbow 

trout till May 15 at the earliest. Certainly this should be the opening 

date 1n all 1nlend lakes (including their tributaries such as the Sturgeon 

Biver· and perhaps in the Jeri.au and the Platte since most ot their run.a are 

'believed to originate in the large lakes to whieh th,-y are tributary). 



• 
:aut tihat ca.n be a.one to intve a better l'larveat of the ninbws from 

t~ Gnat Lattes? tbat is the· real 11re.ubeY problem.. n Elmept in the lit. 

lbtrys liftr Where rainbow e:re resiient or eoae troa the Great Lakes to epend 

mu.ch of the ~er (w do net .imow Which) $Dd Where tbe Jtll'l.e l to lovuiber 30 

teut:m :ts proper, these fish are sela.a. caught by the angle. PJ-esum.ably 

~nbows are either Yi&tly seattereii in the cooler vatera of the Great Lakes 

except during the spawning seaaon or ee loealiud in places when tev com­

a:reial fishermen set their n.ets, u not often _. they NPOrtei ce.up.t. 

Only u oecuional rainbov it taktn in sport· troll.in& in Great ~s va.ters. 

J.u.t fortunately some of these ninboW m.<mi into tributary n vers in 

1e.te SUVllter and early fall and eu. be ca'U8b,t readily in the inland 18.kes 

'Where they are ••tal>lishea. u the water ecol$ a.own during s.pteaber aua. 

October., 
'!.f, 

As ~a:rly • 1913 proposal.$ Wft being ma4e b;y tbe ltate hard of 1ish 

COl&liesioners (seefflh Biennial lepet, p. 11) that a tall eeasen e~n.d. ... 

ug to ''Oetober 15th or perhaps lowmiber 1st:" be pel:"$itte4 tor rat~ 

only in or&er to keep their nabers lUl46r control a.tld. utilize them when in 

b4!st condition. In 1930 thi, legislat\U.'11 opel'194 sewn ot the larger lakes 

41.Nctly Qomt.ected 'With IAk.e Michigan to hook awl line fishing for ra.tnbow 

tbrovgh the aonthe of September, October a.ad. Hovelllber. In su1:>se1uent yeus, 

by tqisl.ati..,.. act, 1l&1ly lakes and the lowr courses of some ot the Gnat 

taltes tributaries were ad4e4 to the list of waters o~n to fall rainbow fish­

ing. In 1949 authority was given tb.e Director of Conaervation to designate 

such open vaten. Because of its length the list is not included in th.e lav 

digest for 1950 but a copy may be obtaued by writing to the »epartment of 

Conservation .. 

l'e.ll voul.4 be the ideal time to ~st the surplus ra.inboY crop from. 

the Gnat Lakes if this wre possible. Such fish a:re than prtme--f'ine 



1u11a4tili.,_4 ttilwey v'll."1'"'•'11,•lll•"'• o,f thtlieilltat tla~•• 

ot the ~ e.r1twe 

il•~i- at. the 'i?tfllil' o~n,~ f#:"~ ,,.,, • .,.,,,,,,,,,," 1. to J_. 20, l'4J &,ff 

l~i1~a't1'fl;,' sjf a toi.l of 96$ "1?ib•i -.1'z*n ttO'lfbg tr~ lab 

bl thos.;e ·tffill :i•P•• ~alJ 1J • 1.J i"'deqt W!lllt"♦ •~bt. i:fl th• f(!;U • the 

f#Yt' t.hr'«ht ,-,u•1 ·iffl. tr:,_ lew{ii, •• of th.• Jl•ck il'ffM' • lllek:1•c Coi.mty. 

Imtfl>~"t in tUt tith!Dg bas bw~n J;l"<>w~ aad la.et ye,a-t' ttb.olat lSO 

,uia;l(tr• v«tt"9 eount.l on the ail• trti.4 a halt ot ~pert watfl" ~ the fiftee~t:h 

a!'S4 -.ny mof'e on the ,s:ub~•er~ w~fllksnd~h r'Ol" the -49 .anilera o.wu,ote:d 

tM c,atoh toul.l•o 73' n1.zib• tl'ilat avengblg 11tbout 17 it:1~h4'$ .bl l•~th. 

t~&tt~r. 194J• ;,:ram~l•• of the, u• cf 
tr1u1e. Am. rl3h. ?\••• Vol. 73, • 70-89• 



t,..imff U~lint:1.4.\t~ ~t l!"1!!l;."Ul1Y1.id.t-. •1 b:$ ttuit~i. r·~:rhape v•_c;,,,,,,u.­

lP•P r-1,0ttJ' OC:Hll"Hfi tii y•r•~i>Ul\4 fistitng •~d ev~ &1-ni®i~ 

the 11rb1e lil'!t•.t ay ·" ~~u1t.ey to eUow ~11 1,1~~ of "t'M 1d.gn1:t.:Ny 

ra:b.?.bow. 

f'tlll 1.:n0-iclwr wa:,· 't~- b1u••fell.lt th• n~'bow t-•a fUl4 im~r$t.a~ the 

optH!•att• 11t ~~r Or-ea~ ~crch1.n. th• t~, ~ain'b4'w1J r>eaeJ:i~ -tl:ui 

~- on this triln1u.r1 '\♦ th~ ''«~'t D:rant,h tr,'E tli:• Au Or~• lU.vttf t-.av• nen 

1\'V&!\~&:f'~f'l'0:f t~ thtt tall ;i~ ~b~ff anll 'held 1.her~ fo,, tly f'itf 1ng w:l:th 

lw daily limit• dm"tDg ii~&J.6(tl':'h, 1'¥:tr,1'1f'Ol"l!'B of -~bf!Ut tsiriy 

pt'trca.-nt of th• r-. ►1 ttii$ """""''''"'"" 1:wt ~,m-'t tu f'imh:mg 

bl tbe t"iv~r sy3~ in ll1l.Ul~tutQ'lilUH'J:1i 

ffll U p~~- !llftfl" 't~ 'fl:IA.j_.. ~:rt, of: 

61~\wd.ng i\ ia t"~fi-fs>l'"'tct4 that 'tb~ ~c.'l.lt 

tl~ •t mtl!rY&1$ t!trini ½the '"1111~. J:ri oo:tb ~14li$ ~HI 401'",~~n• Uilt J'''fffif>'V'•4 

!n •rly fall •~ itj!,• •••ini~ ~ ue 1en"illttri t!lll ;,,n~r.tl ,~ tn€1 Great 

f.&k3a. 

le-th p!'Oj$'.dl *·~~ to ~- b••n iOfUlNr, judging b~• th• '/:'i}jJGr''h: ,cif 

ap~tirmi~n, 'the oM,af obj~~tim is the 1:to,;ir- con~itil3il ot the, 1..rotd~ whiob 

ue al4 upotr•a. Ccr.:u,1d•n'bl.ii leii>e flt W$iq.:t ~rut +h",/lir'f;;;I @cr~ar• in 

s~•-~·-ri~ rut4 full Nhlffi$J'7 of ~i,~U tion b~~• to f'ffl}}Jif'lll ttw i- ioh ~'Hd.i!lg 

~~mda o:f the lmt4U" nir-a1' 4Cl'Jrse>a aoo of 'the: r~r~t l.&ka•• 
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~~H"e''/A 1$ n,li,# ~@Sac c~bia,4 Oil- t 
National Gypsum 

't;l~Aillid:te C-r•llJ'• :tt •ill ·~ ~f,),'$':t'&.tl.llrl'l! Jtnaotl 

GN~it,1t &'-'l"tten. tbs r•~~i1.a ,r;tll oo •$r~f\t1l7 ob~•t 
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