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5!he Coaservation Department established an Institute for Fisheries 

Desearch fellO"ttShip in 1949 ;providing tor the investigation of southe:rn 

Michigan trout; streams. Intensiw stlXlies on four ot the thirteen aeleeted: 
i~ 
. "-- Bl@ut At l:, en 7 9 7 2 0 Patli't ~ and. llorth Branch of the Saline 

liver, VUhtenav Co-1t1J Wilder Creek, Calll.Oun County; and Spring Brook, 

lalaazco County, are being eol.lducted to secure a better ~rst$.Ilding 

of the factora limiting trout production in this pat ot the state. We,:, ... . . 

mat:ton 11 beil.\g collected by field obee.rvations tb.rougb.out the year on 

the catch, and otb.eJ' mortality of both natv-.lly reproduced and hatchery ... 

re..-red. trout. irne etfeet• ot other possible tactwe being studied include 

those of va:ber tem;peraturea, water quality, flood:.ing, lana.-uae practices, 

aud eC'l!1q)etition tor food and space by other :f'iah. !he extent of spawning 

area and the ,ucc.eas of apawnillg are be~ clOsely tollow<l in those 0 

streams having tev or no Wild trout for COJl:P&rieon with cornaponcf.i.ng 

conditions in atreau well ;populated. With Wild fish to learn the features 

of the environment presently limiting trout production and whether these 

can be altered to the benefit of fishermen. 
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Althoush the first ste.te hatchery_. built at Pokaaon, Cua Cowty, 

in 1873 \be llichipn Pilh CGIIDliasie did. not begin planting tnut in 

•~ •ttl 1879.. !be. ••liest attempts at atrea etoc]d.ng weft ecm­

f1ntd largely to ao~n K;tddpn. !be uspbaais on stree planting 

pe&-1.ly Shifted to the north ~ it baa ·~ to the pZ"e'8nt. Rew­

ever, a.•iDI the vc yeU>s 1 'Wban travel waa e•tailed, the n1.11e:rous requests 

ff# t:rout in some ot the aoutlle:rn ..__, :resulted in iacnued stocking 

in theee U'e&S. A ehup in poliey Yep:rdtng a:t.se of ~. plan:ted nu 
OCCUl"nd rather Jiecently. ha 1937 to 19>+7 the planttnp of legaJ.-ai:ed 

trout bave more than doubled 1-"Mle tr:,-. fi.n&erling plaut.iqtl ha'Ve been 

:recluced by two ... thirds. ,V!hele cha;apa in necking »olicy 1.-eeul.ted in the 

tact that by 1948 the· n\lllber of atreama soutb o'l highway 11-46 receiving 

lepl-aised trout had re~hea. 127 .. 

It was. hope4 that the stocking ot these 127 southern etreau Vi th legal­

at•d trout would. providAI vout fishing for~ Gportsmen neu large ind.us.,. 

trial· c:entera--sportften Who cannot afford the time or 11.0neY t~ frequent. 

trek$ t.o the northarn streams in punuit of their sport .. Iiowever, the 

re1ueats sre st1U coming in tor plan~ings in additional •cu.them streams. 

!here are :relatively tev stna.as in aouthern M:1:eh:J.gan capable of aiq,porting 

Jv !he records a.,e published 1n Bierm.i&l Jteports ot the Oonsenation 
:Dep..-nt. 

I 
-~'··I 
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---· llai-1:, ---- t!ae7 .... _. ,,... tht •t1 flt ------ Jl14ht-.:a 

u 1-ael.J • lda.-. ot i.. u,.c1 •1111• in •-.h soil. .,.,_ nn-ott 1, N\114 

ad tew IPit,_.. _. • be tOUIJ4. ,, ~, • lad. ia t...a. 1awu1:v•l1 

ai IUUtT ..ve-. ue 4"4a.'e4· to·~• -.-.. vat-... lft«,ilil n.ot oal.7 

dealnye pools ..i cover fer the trout tte »entt• ta vaier to ~ • 

i-a,i.417 w ~u.i-.• M)'Wl,tl ... ~ -~ by 1il'«>lli' la ta 1outh• 

•--••·,_. ~·· ti. et•te· ..- ,011· 1• ...,.,.._ .ioge17 of -.. -1 gravel. 

if••- • 1-"8 ao•:t of tl3a. l'Udtl11' ea. "8ulta ta .n•~-- #Old apuo . 
... .... whi@. -. ncrt; .~ .tmi; ldltch - - .flow u.111"11 *ouah 

~, 

• ,llRl•at·•·• 1r0t 1•te eoo1·1»i'"i~ '"41DI• them. !'hflse an 

nt_.14 ,. :-. .. ,. -- .• ,, ...... -·--~ ...... 
ti . .._ ......... ua btea·,lt"1e ~I.a _..i'll:IJW 'ibe •••• of .. · 

tJle, ~-.p~1Ufl• J_,.ial e&w!l· aOW4t .. ·liaw beea -~ by "1la· 

.... ,-.1ori. effi.n -1 't,oa TOl•~ •~-.U 'ltf ti ...... , but,~-._. 
. . 

~..,_,-,tw- at· beat, "-7 eOllit .f'l!OlldNil.1' a:_,. ..U • ~ p.,niOD. 

d•~ :rt ..... i · ~. ao _.1 --•·• --~· _.. -,:,en1 
to tbt laQe .._ of ·VOlft·. whiOi de JIOt:. ~ li& ¥hie ii~ ;rap~ 
tnia -.uy ot ._ sveUIB toon .nu, plarltiilg. ·_ ._lia' NNN'Ch bu ahOw:a 

'tb6t. trca tt:vt o'I tJJe·. bet• ~. vo• .-.. , • Au taoi.,. Btne, 

Jtpea,· aal-·M•Ue »-1--. li~, an& o.aaa .,._k:.t onl7 aa avuage or 

ap~•i, 2; penea1$ of tht l.epl;••1M4 vout •pl..ante4 ta tbe spring ··$Dd 

opea seuoa ue. caupt 'b7 '1le tu1:1enea. ¥ i'he fate ot Ce otlMtr 75 percGnt 

ot the vm p1-tea. •t.ch -YNI' 11 ettll a .-01..i n4dle. 

With .,_ ··ho.Pe of ob'bidlnM ... -o1' '1iil l38eiie4 intonatioa on. aou:then 

~- the ·Coneenation ~nt 1a the· Qtiq. of 1949 eat-1.>lished.•,a,ase.-u 

tellonhtp U t.t• lal'tit1l'te tor J'ithffiea leaearch at. ti. VA:lversi,7 of,Jd.qb!.-, 



. ~ ... ,.. 
·1tov141JIS t• • uuilei 1tul,' ot vout _,.._ t®1oQ" ia ~•ft lftchipn. 

l:tnce ti ,_._ i11pol1b1e to •tviy $11 ~• ~t _.. beia$ nM)aad 19el71 

• a,oup ot tb.tneea ._ ... _. WM tlloeeit ta._ ta.en1-.1;1oa. t!leN tlU\1\t&let,-

• t• • i" -.. poteible to a.~, g(NJd, fair, • awei•al tl0\\1 .-._.. 

lece.Utt SO Ut,le intonatioa VU ...-ail.able OJ1 -"1W U'N}1 1a the• at"_., 
this ten~iff elue:ttieat:ton vaa- b--4 • periodic ebaertatioa, cm tM 

•veaa thellaeelvtut. ..,_ ._.. .... ••h • ~ -.11., lal..,._ .._'iy1 

4o -· ...... &,• - 65• r •.t they have ·~ pool.a ui OO'fttl"1 tuf'ttcteQ 

•• Of ...-1 for *Jall!WlC, eD4. _. ra.ot ••~ to ._... tloGclll'lg. 

,__ •lu•U'id • tab/' •• ta,v"'1iUl'l8 MlAW .- a:daa to~ by 

~ _b_. :may 1- PoW· u _. or ._.. ot • •"- teat•• .,_. •nt1oae4 • 

..,._J.H of ~• pov;p .,. ~ ~lei _-,._ • llortb. ~ ot the 1.u.ne 

li1'1Qf ta 'la.,.__ ,oaty-., -giMl. •tM- prc>babl.7 .. aui\&ble ill Ct»l 

;vem, 'bu\ 4uriq .....i ,..,._. .- Naelt. teJIJU•".-e• bqon4 ti. ma.Jda• 

'loi.t....- llQ' troa. I.be,- .- • -,. a.et 1- lacking ta .-- tf the 01;11.e:r 

tee.tur1ts •10 80 to _ _,. • gooa. tl'Oe --... hint -..k a teJt.lalld -lolmty 

1a --•lf __.aiUl •~ t• ve.-1 aall •~• •• ~ eater 

-4 .-n a coo1tq en.,. lie approat8i• J.Natioa ot 'lbtM •wiY ,_._. 

e• be ..- on tbeal!ca~skfrkh •• .JI' 

._ ,_...,. ~ •tocked With lePl••ud wout e.aoh llODiill of the 

spi,ing an4 .__.. of J.,,.9, ad· the. tiab. of eMh. platlting ,,_. g:t.wn a di•• 

tiactiw ta.-clip ta ........ ,-., they Jllipt be watched tbt'oughw\ ihe 1tla't .. 

J>op\llat:ioa •et~• 'Witit. the electric tin ab.oci.r ,_,. .a.a on all._._. 
sh.only attff the tu.-n pl.eating to abcnr the prq;,wtion o-Z h&icllery VO'ln 

in the wtal. po,ulsttcm. rour of tl'le above tb.ineen, h,int Creek and the 

Borth lra:t:1ch ct the Balue li'VW' 1n W•htenav eouuty, vu.a.er Creek 1n •~ 

County, cnt Bprtng •ce1t u lalae,c,, toua.,7., ere being toll.o'l!td olo•l.1 ta. 



'., , :, ', ,;'. .;, 

•~'lo ~ Gift ta,-.-. •~1l>1- tw ~alJ.~7 ot we-., - 1---ft-Mi, 1'114~ ~ irleat;-ioa i.l ~ ~,,_ i.-. ' ,. 
~ •. ; 

-,. ._ ....... ••-' a la'rce ~1n .t ldl.4 tia a& o.__.• Whicll 
'. ' 

__. atd.tat,l.e 40 •• 

fQ~ien eatuaatta a. beiog -. -»enoilClll.7 • the• to• 1'1'eau. 

~h ~• et ,oteat1.i t1a ~, lltwlt•• ot tM 'bn ... :reoa 
_..,_._, u4 '119 ftM\111. hO:tta ot tJae ~ _. '-1- _... Aae ..a. ~ 

e'i\lU.ea of wilt U4 hft'7~ ••1-7 -wo• ._. -~ r:d-.t.e4 to •-»le· 
.. , tbe ,,.. alwti... _lftene ot hi&ll -..i-.. -...., .-,.1t7 ., 'ilw ... , 

........ --'i••• .._ n..41»g _. AlaO lM:Uac b1'ea'fd.ate4. ...at .._ 

•11t•1• Of ~q .... an& iM •--• of -~ .n1Y1,i.a _.. 
'' . . 

1-ial ei.ei, tc41.ow4. 

_. umtnSOtioa bM ut bNll ...,,_.._ 1- 'the ,.._ 'tlhen u.)" 4-fim:te 

· toatlutou _,. • &f,'98; ..,,_ a fn ~WnAtac ·tacte have beea •'t,tctf., 
• --~ ' , ~, I , , c.' ,' I • 

~•t1 ._ ot • -~ ~ .._, •1-...a. t• • •-• ot 1,.., . .. . '., • r ,· 

Wi'e fOlmll ,..,.tag -~ -\Mets ._.to~-...... ia S,,,UC lnolt, 
' ' ,,, .. ,.-.:1 
',, ", 

llU&lr IJtftk, a4 • .._ .lftalh ot th4 iallai 11........ .._ ot tlle lepr 
' . . , 

..,. ot td:ae •- • _,11- platiiq«J ,_._ toual w be -~ ~--• 
,' 

Jc, UJl.,.ua,ti• .. be ~ a\ JNltlA\ •. 

t.nt.U ,1.nama whieh .,,._ to 'M. aui-1)14 u ,.,.. • ....,_n.,_. a.tad 

COVU' _.. ~ haft ,.., ... IIO Vili fUb. &114 very fw Ctli'l7-oftr ~ 

tnut. • • .....,i. 1• ti.~ Breach of tbe 1.a1u.e 11,,. •1u 1• ••Jen 
'iO »•'¥7" ~- ._.fMtioa flt tile -1.;r tw ccsplete& ••t• iJJ; this ..,.. 

~•• • • •, I. 

in J~. tit 19'0 thoWl t-. w be ecmtft4 'With a 6-inch i.r ot an4 di . . 

, .-

ill wa cue. Paint Creek 1n Wdh"8DI.¥ Coun~y lull a Tery- naU 8"a d .-ve1 . 
. . ., . ' 

au1tab1- tw ~. leffftl aeata wn ftU'tri but • tw u it _.. PN•i'ble 

to· •~ -~ coa~ •ue• P~,1a at\14.1.e•· 1'itb. the •1-•trie eb.ooker 

• lhfft ,,.. ..-u•i- •llA:7tM4 ci.•17 that wout ,_.. ••tu 1.1.1:1• ~•. · 



ta 1tM oti.r halMl.,· lu4 c-.11 ta AU.e.- e.-,y bu u. u181a1nc:e et 

'Wi.14 'broek ~, llOll'til.7 ou to tow·t~· l.tmc~ ·· The :rm 'that ·thel-e 

_.. very tev pools am. tm bottma et "118· am• ts .a.. up o'f ellifting 

...._, a poor toaa :i,roa:u.cer, m.gh.t elC;l>J.a.in '\he· al>un4•ce · ot ve'I:, -11 tNUt 

. and th6 app8l'e?2.t la4k ot large· OMS.: ClOM ci-opping ot . the large~ ~ 

by titlhel"ll8nlla1' a1ao be mvolve4. 

~-.,. cm1y • 1'tv ot t~ MDI· •~tuatibU eacountered ill the in• 

ve1tip.,.1oa.. $Uh lind.tag taawra ea f'l.c>aiif.18, ti1Una-in ot pool.a am\ 

~ "'11. With til't an4 ~, high wa.r ~atlft$1 -.ratbff 

obrtcn.-, \nm ot_.. a'Ueh et •Q'llll8titioa hr tOOi aa4 apace, pre._ioa .a. 
4iM_., while mt •o: obvious, llA1 pltq' a large part 1t1 'tbe econc:,,.q Cl& 

•••• et '\he we~ popula'tioaa •. 
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