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The Branch County Conservat i on League obta:;.ned records of f i sh catch 

dur i ng 1948 for Marble Lake and other lakes i n Branch County . Of the 75 

creel census books and 50 creel census sheets issued to the League, 12 

books and seven sheets were returned to the Institute for Fisheries Research 

for tabulation. 

Of these, five indivi duals {M. Gagauis, V. Grossjean, C. Hess, C. D. 

McKenzi e, and R. J. Matuszak) recorded the information necessary for a 

complete analys i s. The Curt i ssBoat Li very recorded informat i on for a par

t i al analysis. Mr. J. F. Sweet di d not record t he t J_me spent f i sh:i.ng; 

therefore, his records are not i ncluded i n t hi s tabulat i on. The f i ve i ndi 

v i duals WtlO submitted comp lete informat i on of t he i r f i shi ng should be praised 

for t he i r work. However, we should have much better cooperation by members 

of t he Branch Count y Conservat i on Club, gi vi ng fishing records on a larger 

number of f i shermen, i f the exper i ment on plant i ngs of marked hatchery blue

gi lls i s adequately evaluated. 

•rhe purpose of the creel census on Marble Lake was to a j_d i n determini ng 

the value of plant i ng bluegills. _In November, 1948, 10,000 left pelvi c 

fin-cl i pped bluegi lls averaging two i nches i n length were stocked. To evaluate 

the effect of stocki ng on f i shing, one must know the f i shing quality before 

and after t he stocked f i sh grow to catchable size. 
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Tl1e tabulation of the creel census is given i n Table 1. When possible, 

two methods of determining fishing quality (1) the catch per hour and (2) 

the catch per angler, were calculated. The times spent fishing by fishing 

parti es using the Curt i SSBoat Livery were not given for each fishing party 

in many cases. Therefore, the quality of fishing was determined by using 

the catch per angler. After a glance at the catch per angler aiumn one 

might be inclined to think that fishermen fishing from livery boats had 

better fishing success than the rest. However, the length of fishing day 

for the livery fishermen may be several hours longer than for the rest. To 

compare catch per angler between two groups of anglers, the average time 

spent fishing should be the same. 

General creel census data, which are obtained by Conservation Officers, 

for Branch County are given in Table 2. The catch per hour for the general 

(2.04 fish) and voluntary creel census for Marble Lake (2.09 fish) are 

very si.milar. 
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Table l. Monthly tabulation of Marble Lake creel census 

Legal fish Undersize fish 
Month 

1948 

Legal Catch Catch 
Name of Number Hours fish per per 

fishermen anglers fished kept hour angler 
Blue- IM Crap- Rock Bull- Blue- IM Crap- Rock 
gill bass Perch pie bass P'seed head Pike gill bass Perch pie bass 

June Matuszak 10 
Hess 11 
Gagaui s 7 
Total 28 

July Matuszak 55 
Hess 13 
Gagauis 31 
Grossjean 18 
McKefizie 9 
Total 126 

August Matuszak 27 
Hess 28 
Gagauis 22 
Gross jean 5 
McKenzie 9 
Total 91 

September Hess 12 
Grossjean 6 
McKenzie 7 
Total 25 

Season total 270 

Curtiss Boat Livery 

June 
July 

Season total 

28.0 86 3. 07 8.60 73 2 6 . . . 3 
58 .5 71 1.21 6.45 54 . . . 4 13 . . . 
27.5 89 3. 24 12.71 8o 4 3 l . .. 

114.o 246 2.16 8.79 207 6 13 14 3 
151.4 178 1.18 3.24 107 7 14 35 4 
45.0 53 1.18 4.08 47 . .. l 5 . . . 

100. 5 296 2.95 9.55 282 2 3 2 . . . 
56.8 119 2.10 6.61 119 . . . ... . . . . . . 
13.0 66 5. 08 7- 33 57 2 . . . 6 1 

366 .7 712 1.94 5.65 612 11 18 48 5 
67 .0 98 1.46 3.63 88 l 2 2 2 
57.0 123 2.16 4. 39 123 . .. . . . . . . . .. 
69.4 235 3.39 10.68 234 . . . ... . . . . . . 
16.0 40 2.50 8.00 40 . . . . .. . . . . . . 
12.0 47 3-9'2 5.22 20 16 . . . 11 . .. 

221.4 543 2.45 5.97 505 17 2 13 2 
52.0 42 0.81 3.50 42 . . . .. . . . . .. . 
23.0 61 2.65 10.17 61 . . . . .. . .. .. 
10. 5 45 4.29 6.43 30 8 . . . 1 6 

85.5 148 1.73 5, 9'2 133 8 . . . 1 6 

,' , -787.6 1,049 2.09 6 .11 1,457 42 3::i 76 16 

158 
450 
608 

J, 361 
3,942 
5,303 

8. 61 1,06o 106 
8.76 1,905 227 
8.72 2,965 333 

15 18o 
23 1,787 
38 1,967 

1 ... 1 9'2 1 17 . .. 1 
1 ... . .. 14 . . . 1 . .. . .. 

... . . . . .. 60 . . . ... . . . . .. 
2 . . . 1 166 1 18 ... 1 
2 1 8 77 3 9 1 1 

. .. . . . . . . 16 . . . .. . . . . ... 

. . . . . . 7 103 . . . . . . ... . .. 

. . . . .. ... 19 1 3 . . . . .. 

. . . . .. . . . 47 7 ... . .. . .. . 
2 1 15 262 11 12 1 1 
2 . . . 1 8 . . . ... . . . . .. 

. . . . . . . .. 1 . . . ... .. . . .. 

. . . . .. 1 8 . .. . .. . . . . .. 

.. . . . . . .. .. . . . . . .. ... . .. 

. . . . .. . .. 30 8 . . . 4 ... 
2 .. . 2 47 8 .. . 4 ... 

. .. . . . . .. 4 . . . . .. . . . ... 

. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . .. 

. .. . . . . . . 14 9 ... . .. . .. 

. .. .. . ... 18 9 . . . . .. . .. 

6 l 18 493 29 30 5 2 

I 

~; ! 
I ' 

! 



Number 
anglers 

372 
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Table 2. 1948 General creel cenaus for Branch County 

Catch Catch Hours 
f i shed 

Legal 
f i sh per hour per angler 

1,009 2 , 057 2 .04 5.53 

Blue
gi ll 

1,572 

IM Rock Brown 
bass Perch Crappie bass P 'seed trout 

53 1 91 1 

Pike 

31 

Rai nbow 
trout 

5 


