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Ille •lectrie a.ocker ts •~ • ·YrlT ilaportan:t piece t4 •t.uipment 

tn tieer, 'WOl'lt. Xt• •• in atnald tor ~ cellecting am. in ti8h 

pepulati<>n eatill&tes haa. 'bee11' · 84opte4 red.117 b7 an -workers. The present 

· &niele. cla•crioee a utlli t7 boa'\ that bM been Uil84. 'With ••••• in Michigan 

4urtng the past teY )'ears nth beth A .. e. auc1. :D.c. fiho<:king e1u1pant. !he 

aa.vaatages ot 'this boat over tu variety ot light weight metal, vood. or 

plastic boats _.tei-ed on the ma:rkat ia primarily one ot size and con. !be 

l>oat is coutructecl of llU'ine ply,,oocl, weigha about 55 p0lmcl8 p.c1. the cest 

of materials at the · ti. ot Wi ting is about $25. 



!he boat can be constructed simply by using the list of 11Jaterials 

and special tools listed below and tmm following the assembling procedure: 

1 5 /8 sheets ot 4' x · 8 • x 1/•" mm."ine plyWood 
Or order plywood already c:u.t as follows: 
l piece., 8 1 x 35" 
2 pieces, 8' x 12n 
2 pieees, 8' x 9" 

7 pieces, 8 • x 3/4 u x l n Bard.wood frames • 
6 pieces, 8 1 X 3/411 X 20 ~weod keels. 
3 Gross., size 1, 3/Ja,." flat bad brass screws. 
l/4 pound, vaterproof glue. 
8-• 3 n 11Stal corner braces. 
2--l/4tt ;: e~olts. 

SPECIAL TOOLS: 

3 or iaore 4 l/2' metal clamps. 
a or more C clamps. 
1 ... -9• plank., a" x 10" or larger. 
1/16 ¢rill and hand drill tor screv holes. 
1 plane or wood rasp tor tr:tming. 

points for width araw curve tor bottom usina another piece of plywood tor 

a ~king edge. Glue and clamp top fraae piece flush with top edge and fasten. 

Pl.Ace two vertical frames 28 inehes frOlD. each end and bend the bottom frame 

in place and fasten. AlloW the plywood. to overlap the bottom frame 1/4 inch. 

Fasten all the short vertical f'raae pieces la.st, four on each side. 

Construct the bottom (Fig. l) by turning the sides bottom. edges up and 

parallel to each other. Place the two spreaders at 28 inches from each end 

ou the vertical frames and clamp sides together across each end. »e not 

fasten spreaders permanently. Spring endsinward until they measure 26 inches 

outside~ Lay the 35-inch piece ot plywood across for bottom. Clamp each 



.. 3 ... 

eni of the pl)"W'()Od down on the sitt.e piece• and JUU:'k along the outside edge. 

Remove ad eut out the bottom. piece. ,uten the bottom in place by tel.easing 

clu!,ps until bottom drops into plat:$ on the bottom frames. Clatap an4 fasten 

bttt•, working across boat from one eacl to the CJI>PoSite eni. fasten a piece 

acros• each en4 on tb8 insicle bottom uA turn the boat right sic11e up. 

Construct the ends from measure:ments in figure 3. Cut the end pieces 

from plywood 9 inches Yide. hsten across bottom frame vorldng up each side 

frame. Vse a cl.aap across top edge ,.t ea.eh •114 to spring sides in plaee 

beton fastening ends. fasten the top floe.me piece in place last. Use a 

frame 2 inehet Yi.de at the toP edge in the bow. fhe two .·~yebolta. are 

tuteaei to this piece tor towing. Another piece 2 mches Yide a-, be 

faste1"td to the outsiie • the botta t4ge Gt tlle bov to preYen.t chafing 

amt to gift aaded support. ~re is enough extn. material liate4 tor keels 

to=- tor thee t'WO pieces. 

~ atringers u-e fastened Yi\h c_.r braces 5 :i.n.cMa a.own fr• pn-.le 

on vel-tietU frames. 'lhese shoull be taatene4 securely u tlley are used to 

lift the boat as wU u to give the boat support and shape. Bach corner is 

given more au,p:port by tutening a ccrner br-=e 1nsi4e across top frames. 

haten the uels lut e.s sh.ow in Pigve l and Figure 3. »rav a center 

line both inside and outside along the bottom. for each keel~ Clamp the keels 

in pl.ad; turn the boat on edge u.d fasten the keels from inside. 

COIST.iW!:tOB J1DmJ t 

oak 1~ generally used tor heri.YOOcl t.rawui and keels. !he 9 foot plank 

is used on NW horses tor clalaping bottom. section in place. Scraps of wooa. 

of various len.gtl:l.8 ca.n be vorked under el.map Jaw to help b.Old construction 

pieces together tor tuteniag. Screws ahOuld be plaeed about 3 1/2 inches 
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apart aa. CO\mten-.it.. ~ 1ap the aeev ~ing nth an ele..,ie tri.U 

W lRDQcl w.e Ylth ftffW•t11.,er att~t•. ,- 1rftl8 can be cut fl'oa 

full S...fN'I. tl.Gorin&. lav tone- .-ana. groove off eat. Jle•AY. ._ t1n1ahe4 

••ips Will 'N &'bfi>\lt :i/:6 ineh ·thick t.epellf.ug \'&POD. tJae "14th of -.,, cu.t.. 

OO'Nl'-_ .U . ...,. that ue tuwaeA· ~r Yith. &l•· Jo ut .- a14ea 

cmar 7 __ teet- .x_ 11 3/t+ tnaea -~ length~ Ille p~ CQJIIIJS in 8-f~ 

1,m,gths ·cm4 t-be c_..,. ot -the· 'bet1-I: ----- tile- tot6.l leqi;h. Juten all 

1lae »t••• on. U>Si¥ vt i..t ueept e--. pi.toe a1; betwa ot bow n4 i.ei.. 

lfekiq tl'ae ci..,. cl._ --. .. ~ --..-. tke 'bottca Will li'Ve tiut IH\ioa• 

a betw ttt-. 

llMitlcat-1.,. tw Jue•t- ~t ,. 

.ao.w cou--.a. tw c~ -al:tera"ing ..,._, •~• quplllh.'t 

eu. be -.1t.1M •u1l.7. ...,_._ tb.e _.... 'be1'Ntlh. -,. • •1& 1'1th • sbNt 

ot eopper. • _ _,,_ •crM•. ·eat t~ -leaa ~ ·t• maria, •. iadt. on each 

-.a. .r••• the nrt:, a.-. _._ t¥.- -.11 -4 --• t1a •--- ...,_ lHMf' 

IVip. 1fee tack8 1;e tut.a tl:lli Stei'n e«ge. 

,--.. ....,_ ...,. ••• Uill a· illaU: !lele J'.dtO top e4p ot _,. * ._ a 

hltav, iastlllJt.tet Yl.#8 tna a uep1.S.w plug to• copper avip, eaa. Hlar. 
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FIG.2 SIDE VIEW 
KEELS OMITTED 
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ELECTRIC SHOCKER 
BOAT 

SCALE 1 INCH= 1 FOOT 

G. F. MYERS-1951 

INSTITUTE FOR FISHERIES RESEARCH 

MATERIAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Sides, Bottom, & Ends - Marine Plywood 
Keels, Ribs, & Braces 3/411 x l" oak or ash 
Screws 3/4" x No. 7 Flat-head brass 
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FIG.3 END VIEW 
SHOWING KEELS 
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