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CATTATL CONTROL IN HATCHERY PONDS

By

Norman O. lesvardsen

In hatehery ponds, cattails frequently become & nuisance, Once
established, they quickly reduce the preductive volume of a pond and
not too infrequently take over an area, When this occurs and preferably
before, sume means of sontrol is indieated.

Although the ecntrel of eattails by underewater sutting is less
spectacular than obemicel eontrol of other species, it is still- ‘the
eheapest and most effective means of control. One purpose of eutting
is that it leads to starvation of the rootstock, Removal of leaves
prevents the formation of food materials whieh ocan be stored in the
reootstock. During flowering, the rootstoeks ccntain a minimum quantity of
stored food and cutting of the leaves at this time prevents the formation
of new reserves and storage in the underground parts. Regrowth is low
due to a small amount of stored food.

To achieve maximum value from a program of undere-water sutting,
several suggestions are offered. The matter of timing is important,
Flewering or the first appearance éf flower heads, whould be the sign

to begin eutting, This may oecur in Michigan, depending on locetion, fram
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pideJune to mideduly. If cuttings are made previous to this time, more
regrowth is apt to ocour than if ocut later since root reserves have not
reached the low level that they do during flowering. It would appear
more satisfactory to coneentrate outtings over a two-er three-week ‘period
than to spread the same effort over a gix-to eight-week period.

It is suggested that the cattail plants be cut as near the bottem
as. possible. One reason for this is that if the water level drops
shortly after outting, the ent, stubs will not be exposed.

A corn hook has been found useful for small areas or When working
from a boat. No deubt a seythe could be used to advantage in certain
areas. A more pleasing appearance is oreated when the cut plants are
removed, but this is not eeonmmiocally justifisble in many oases. Even
if the plants are left where out, they are less objectionable than when
upout in a hatehery pond,

Although excellent control can be obtained from ome cutting, &
enall degree of regrowth will oecur and this should be remcved. Small
elumps here and there along the margin of scme hatchery ponds adds to
the scenie value of the area but it is from sush clumps as these that
pends become invaded and eventually worthless in fish preduetion, Clean
shorelines are required for & minimum amount of trouble frcm this and

other encrosching aguatioes.
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