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1n hatchery ponds• oatta.i.ls frequently become a nuisance. Once 

established, they quickly reduce the productive volum.e of a pond and. 

not too infrequently take over an area. llben this occurs and preferably 

before• sm.e means of control is inclioated. 

Al though the control of eattails by under-water euttiag is less 

apeotacular thu. obtmiee.l control of other species• it is still the 

eheapest ed most effective means of control. One purpose of outting 

is that it leads to starvation of the rootstoek. Rem.oval of leaves 

prevents the formation of food :materials whioh can be stored in the 

rootstock. During flowering. the notstoeks eontain a mini:m.1a qu.nti ty ot 

stored food and cutting ot the leaves at this time prevents tne formation 

of new reserves aad storage in the underground parts. Regrowth is l• 

due to a small amount ot stored. feed. 

fo aehieve maximum value frcrm a program of under-water cutting., 

several suggestions are offered. The :matter of timing is important. 

FlCPRri:n.g er the first appearanee of flower heads, should be the sign 

to begin cutting. '.rhis may occur in Michigan• depending on loce. ti.on, from 
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mid.Jae 1;o mid..Jw.y. If cuttings are made previous· to this time• more 

regrowth is a.pt to oocur than it out later sine• root reserves have not 

reaclled the ln level that they ao during flowering. It would appear 

more satisfactory to oeoentrate outtiags over a ~GI" three-week period 

than to spread the. SU1.e effort ner a sb:- to eigb:t-week period. 

It is suggested tbat tu cattail plants be eut as near the bottom 

as possible• One reason tor this is tba t it the ._ ter level drops 

shortly after cutting. the out s•bs will net be ex.posed. 

A con. hook ha.a 'been tc>UD.d useful tor small areas fl' when •rlcing 

trcm a 1,c,& t. lie cloubt a scythe oculi be used to adnntage in certain 

areu. A more pleasing appearance is created when the out plats are 

remewtl, 1>11t thie is aot eeo».omieally justifiable in many oases. Even 

ii' the plan.ts a.re left where out. 'they are leas ebjeetiona.ble 'than wbtn 

,mout in a ha tehery pond. 

Altb.ough exeellent control can 'be obtained trcm one eutting• a 

aall 4egree et regrowth will oecur and this show.cl be ranoved. Small 

elmps here anc1. th.ere along the margin of some hatchery pond• acids w 

the aoem• value of th.e area but it ia tram such clumps as these tbat 

pone beeane invaded and eventually ,rortb.less in fish prod.uotion. Clean 

shorelines are required for a mlni:nnm amount ot trouble f'rcan this and 

other eneroa.ohing aqua.ties. 
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