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!be lake aturgeon, found 1n Sout hern Canada and the north 

Mntral United State•, 1a a very primitive tiah, poa■eHing a abark

lia tail, an aniored body, a lOllg anout with barbel ■ and a auleton 

almoat ocapletely eartilaginou1. It prefer• to liTe 1n large lake1 

and riYera, apawning 1n tributary 1tre•1 or ahallow lake bay• 1n 

th• tpr1ng. It i• belie""4 that the t .... lee at 1-aat clo not apawn 

.-,.ry year. 

While 7ou.n.g 1turgeon teed an aall oruataoea, th• adult■ prefer 

larftl aqmtio inMot■, olam■, ■mil■, and orayti■b. They haw been 

known to teed cm tiah but not exten■ inl;y on ti■h •"•• Food ia 

looa ted by the Nn■ory barbel• and ■uolced up t bro ugh the tube-like 

mouth. 

Jlatur1. ty ia r•ohed by the aturgeon in 15 to 25 yeara, depend&ng 

upon looaticm. and they probably liYe owr 100 year■• Ia.a 1turgeon 

haw been taan a■ large •• 375 pounda, although a 90 pounder would be 

50 i;o 6o year• old. Aging, a nry ditticul t proo.11, 1a done tram 

bone• 1n the inmr ear. 



Sturgeon . tono.erly wa,ted in thi1 area, be......,o0l!Dllero1ally 

:bnportant around 1870 and were utilised by coking ttw tleah, •:ting 

eariar ti-om the •U•• ilinglaa, tNlll the air bladur, and leather 

h'cm the ald.na. Fr0111. a production ot l 1/2 ail lion pound.• in W.ohigan 

Great 1.ake.rnter1 in 1885 they were uple'b9d praotically to nothing 

by 1928 u4 1 t wa1 then put on the prowoted lilt. Spearing in 

Jliohigan, allond ainoe 191,A baa taken leH than a total ot 190 thh 

parl7 tr• Blaok, Burt, &ncl llullet't lalm1 in Cheboygan and PN■q• 

hl• oounti••• Tb• la.1"ge1t, 152 1/2 pounu, wa■ ■peared tran Kullett 

i..a. Re■triotion■ to the tab are iapoMd by all at.ate■ and Canada. 

IJ.ttle 11 known about the ■ turgeon in Miohigan ancl it 1a hoped 

that the tutuN ma7 bring intol"Jlation whioh will help u1 inoN&M the 

maber1 of thi1 apeoie1, whioh 11 an iaportant natural re1ouroe and. 

eontribute1 10 auoh to outdoor reoreation. 
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Tlw lam 1turgeon, oat of six ■peoi•• ot 1turgeon trm. North 

Ameriea, h :to\U1d throughout Southern Canada and the north oentral 

lhli ted State,. With the exception ot the lab 1turgeOJ1 and the little 

1honlnoH 1turgeon, all of the Ameriean 1turgeon are marine in natur., 

aaoeud.ing ooa1tal 1treuia to apawn. Variou■ aliaae ■ haw been giftn 

to tti. lab ■turgeon auoh •• rooll-, reel-, rubber-ao■e-, Ohio-, and 

■ tom-1turgeon. The aturgeon i• a TfJry primitive tiah and evidenoe 

indioates that it wa1 exi ■tant 50 lllillion year■ ago. To the per1on 

unaoquainte4 with the 1turgeon ot toda)', the tir■t 1ight of thi ■ 

ti 1h ii a pt to be quite a a hock , for the large aiae, 1hark-lib 'tf 11, 

bon,Y body, and long, "1bbery lllout with the teeler■ ■Ullpencled beneath, 

all add. up to • 1trange eight. The tour teeler• or barbels behind the 

■nout drag along the bottom and aer-re to looate tood. When food objeet■ 

are Nn■ed by the teeler1, the long, tube-ahaped aa,ath, loeated behind 

the feeler ■, 1• let down and. ■uok• up the food material lia a T&OUll'lll 

eleaner. The bod,y ia partially oc,yered. with row■ ot hard. bouy plate•, 

two row, running along eaoh aide and om down the baolc. In young 

1tur~on theae pla tea are nry oon•piououa ht wti.n the tilh l"&aohea 

a larger 1iH tbly are aoaroely notioeable. The head 1■ also aonred 

with bony plate•, but the rest or the 1turgeon'• •lmletal equipment 

i■ mo•tly made ot eart11age, •• in th• 1hark:1, in■tead of bone. 



In general the aturgeon pretere to liTEt in laJ"ge lakes and 

rivers~ Moat of the 1pri,ngtime h apent in fairly shallow water,t 

while S'\lll!Mr find• them in dffper wat9r. In lnllter the sturgeo,n 

exhibit • tendeney to group up 1n eohoola 1n the deeper hole,, now 

and then going out to or-uiN the more produeti Te ahoal area■ tor 

tood. 

Sturgeon aeem to pNter to spawn in the larger 1treame tributary 

to the lane in whioh tti.1 11n but tblly ban been obaerred ,pawning 

in ■hallow water• of lab1. Spnning take• plaoe in the 9Pring 1rlwn 

the water "Mmpenture reach•• 6o- to 70• and 11 an tapnHin ■1ght a, 

• great deal of rolling. aple.ahing and enn j\lllping abon the 1urtaee 

oeove. Ee.oh temale 11 aooompanied by Hftral nl•• and the eggs and. 

milt aN nit-bed 1illultaneou1ly at short internll. The egg, •illk to 

the bottca and at1ok to ngetation and 1tone1, and ttw adult, then 

leave the 1pawning area 4uiokl7. Whether Ml.a tiah ■pawn eTery year ia 

not mown, but it 11 beliend that r-1•• 4o not. Sexual maturit7 ii 

not reaohed b7 the 1turgeon \111til 15 to 25 year, of ar;e. tiah in Canada 

-.turinc later than thoH from farther •outh. A lin&l• large r ... 1. •1 

produoe up to halt a •1111on egg1. Sturgeon egg• will hatoh in about 

one weo.t at 65• and the newly hatohed f'ilh. with tlwir large y-olk Moe, 

resebl• young 11-rk•• The young aturgecm hae • small suction plate 

on ita enout whioh enable• it to oling to Tegetation and Nit. 

Young ■turgeon trcm 1 to 7 or 8 inch•• teed al.moat entinl;y on 

IIID&ll eruataoea, while the adul ta ee9m to pref er inn& ture or lanal 

mi4g••• oaddiatl1••• dragontliea, e.nd m.ar flies arul also oon1\ln8 large 

nmber1 ot olame, 1na1la, and 6'&yt11h. Small tiah a.re aametim•• euobd 

up by the mouth and eTen largt 1uolcer1 have been f'ound in eturgeon 

atomaoh1. r1th, holNver. are not their atabl• item■ of diet and, oontraey 

to popular opinlon, neither &N they extensive tiah-•pa1'1l de1troywra. 
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Century old sturgeon are probably not unoomaon •• they are 

among the longe■t liwd fishes known • .Imports and rgcords indicate 

that they haTe reaohed a weight ot 375 poun41 in Sritiah Colmtbia 

and to OTer 300 pound• and nearly 8 teet long in lake Jliohigaa. !!w 

whit. or Oregon sturgeon of the P1.01f1o Coe.st h&e been taken •• large 

•• 1900 pounds and there i• a N port ot • 1peoimen ot the Great 

llu11ian 1turgeon wighillg OTer 3000 pound■• Thia waa relia'bq repor•• 

1-tore the reeeni :tuai&n 'trend de"nloped, olaiming the 1'1.rit and 

large1t ot enrythi.ngJ 

bl Miohigan 1 t probably take• a 1turgeon 15 to 20 year a te reach 

the le~l ■is• ot '6 1nolwa, at which thn 1. t wO\\ld ... ight &bout 13 

po\W.lda. A 90 pound, 6 toot tieh would pro ba bl7 be 50 to 6o year■ 014. 

Sturgeon•" ntreiaely diftioult to age but through ti- u1• ot bou1 

in the umer ear, age ct.teraination1 oa.n be made ,dth ■ <11119 oontiune•• 

Although it 11 mown that the a.a lamprey rill attaok aturpon, the 

populatian ot ■turgean in the Great !Altes bacl been cleplet..ed. before tha 

actnnt of the lutpr•y on the aoene. It h eTid~nt trC'lffl the 1turgeme • 

OQllllllll"aial h11tory that 1~• ohiet' predator hat been man hi1uelt. 

!he lan sturgeon wa• toni.erly 'V\ltry abundant tJuoou@Jlout the Great 

la.Di region but, ua.tortunately, thh 1a no longer the oaae. PNTioua 

to 1870 no u■- wa■ •d• ot aturgeon except •• tertili&erJ and ocaneroial 

tiahel'Jl9n, ~•tt1ng h\Dldrttu ot thousand• of 1:hn. in tiwir net,, ""' 

wont w pile tb• cm 1hore and b\11"11 the in orur to Nduoe their 

naber1 and protieot their neta. By 1880, ho'weTer, H"Nral imluatri•• 

wer• in tull ft'ing, •oking the tl•1h, 11&nutaoturing oaTiar frma the 

eg,;1, ilinglaH trom the air bladder1, and leather from the alcin1. B••TY 

oc:ameroial netting then reaul'ted 1n a reduction in the oatoh in the 

lliohigan water• ot the Great lakes, to oit• an eXUlple, tr• O'ffl" 1 1/2 

•1111on pound1 in 1885 to leH than 29()0 pound■ in 1928. Kiohigan thu. 
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oam.pletely olo■ed all sturgeon tithing in 1~9, both 1port and 

•cn:meroial, in order to allow the big fi1h to inoreae• -t heir number,. 
·:...v-~-t;._ J. .,_yJ 11'.l '-f 2 

101\1 - S l --, 
~.6>------'.'-· Sino• 1949. J41ohiga:n ham allowed a spearing MU10Jl during January and 

February cm inland. lakes open to epearin16 , in an effort t o make aou 

uae of the lhd ted exoeu of the.e large tbh. Re1triotiona now 

1n etteot inolude a '6 inoh minimta ■iH limit and a -••Oil limit ot 

two 1turgean. lloN Noently Jan St. Clair ha• been opened to apearing 

--~;• ... ■eaeon and Uai te and, begimiing in 1951, Jliohigan 

ooaiieroial ti1henae11 in the Gnat !Akes may ••11 any 1tU1"geon gotten 

ineid.en:ally in their net■• other 1tatee and Canada alto now have 

ftrying reat!"iotiou on thi■ ti■h. Ill Viboondn, where 5 1turgeon 

are allowed each ynr, eturgeon tiehennen them■eln• haw reque1ted 

that the 001t ot 1eal1, with whioh they mwst tag their tiah, be 

in0Na1ed trm 5 eent1 to l dollar eaohJ 

stur,eon 1pearing in lliohigan ii.me 1948 ha1 been almoet entiNly 

ooncentnted in the Cheboygan and Indian liver ohain ot l&Jat1, namly 

Blaok, Burt, and Mullett lalau. In 1948 approximately 75 1tUl"geou 

•re 1peared, ranging up to 134 pounda, all ti1h eoaing trom Blaok 

ale• in Cheboygan and Pre1que !ale oounti••• In 1949 and 1950 Blaok 

take, &n4 Mullett lake in Cheboygan County, 1hared the apotlight and 

in 1951 all three lake, were r...-Nn'bed, Burt lake, Cheboygan County', 

ecmtributing 6 t11h, all OTer 100 pound•• 

Spearing 11 dom tr<St a ahanty, onr a marl bottcm, in wat.r 

10 to 20 teet in depth, th• tWpth depending on the ligrit oondi ti._, 

elearneaa ot the water, and loeal opinion •• to where the 1turgeon are. 

The 1pear 11 weighted with lead, has 1trmg tin•• and ii ta1'benecl to a 

rope to enable the •i-•rer to hold and play large fi1h. Slowly mOTing 

metal and wooden dMo;y1 are otten uNd to attraot the 1turgeon•1 ouriodty 



and Nat d.eTotees tsel that bright objeota on the bottan will lure 

them within atriking cliatanoe. The tiah are often sold immediately. 

there being a ready market tor them. Prioe1 are good and han 

&'ftrag•d 1 dollar per pound tor tM ti1h and up to 3 dollara P4r 

pouncl tor •u• 1n goo4'. oon41t1on tor oan.ar. The reoord aturgecm. 

•peu.d ao tu n.1 tram Jfullett J.-ke during tn. 1951 ••••on• It 

'WWighed 152 1/2 po\lDd•• lllM8UNd 78 1.nohea long, and wa■ r•pOJ"ted 

to !lA"fe ooat&ined 47 pound■ 0£ •&: •• 

.A.riitioial propagation of 1turgeon ha• 'beft aoocnplilhed by 

NTeral 41tt'er•• apaoiea, but the ohiet dittioulty ha■ bea. getting 

rip• ale, and r .. 1., at the nm• time and plaoe. The 14iohigan 

Ccm.eena tion Department ha tohed and. planted ,580, 000 10\UlG sturgeon 

in the Detroit 1.i"'Nr 1D 18']3 to 1894, 'I.he only time it h.&1 been. 

8114tffaatul in rat.ha& tlMa. 

It 1• Ngnt1'able ht ■o little 1a Jcnowa about the 1tvgeon ill 

lliohip.n, moat of the lite hi1tor.y material dealt with in thi I artiole 

ha'Ting been obtained ~ orgam.ut1on1 outlid.e thia state. It ia hoped 

that, in t.b• tutu.re, more •pbaaia •Y be plaoed upon obtain~ 

1ntonatiOJ1 her•• in Ol"MI" to oontin• the u:tiliaatlon ot thia natural 

naouroe and the outcloor reoreation Yh.1oh it t'urniaba■ • 
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