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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION

October 23, 2009

TO: Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division
Wildlife Division

FROM: Lynne M. Boyd, Chief, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief, Wildlife Division

SUBJECT: Lands in Scope Memorandum and Land Acquisition Funding
Source Implications

We recently sent you a memorandum dated July 1, 2009, regarding clarification of lands
both inside and outside of the scope of forest certification standards. In 2005, Michigan’s
state forestlands were certified under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and
Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) programs. There had been confusion as to which lands
were actually encompassed in the “state forest system,” and the July memo clarified that
lands specified in the original documentation, with the exception of Luce County and military
leased lands, are and will continue to be considered in scope as part of the state forest
system. The memo states that a more detailed list was being developed and would be
provided to staff as part of the formal response to a Corrective Action Request (CAR) the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) received during the 2008 annual surveillance
audit.

The attached outlines the current inventory list of all lands under the administration and/or
management of Wildlife Division and further identifies whether or not they are considered to
be in scope as part of the state forest system. A general rule of thumb for the northern
areas identified is that they are considered to be "in scope" if they are currently inventoried
under either the Ol system or IFMAP system, are part of a forest compartment, and go
through the compartment review process. There are some exceptions in the northern part
of the state i.e., Cusino State Wildlife Management Area. On the flip side, the general rule
of thumb for southern Michigan areas is that they are considered "out of scope," even if
currently inventoried under the IFMAP system.

All lands in the certified state forest system are co-managed by Forest, Mineral and Fire
Management and Wildlife Divisions. When planning any activity on DNR-managed
lands, funding source and deed restrictions must be considered, as they may establish
sideboards when setting management objectives. There are also other considerations,
such as legal requirements and existing management plans that are routinely
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considered in this process. "There are no absolutes in ecosystem management: all
economic, social, and biological factors MUST BE considered".

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Ms. Penney Melchoir,
Field Coordinator, Wildlife Division, at 517-641-4903, extension 224, or Mr. Dennis Nezich,
Forest Certification Specialist, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management Division, at 906-228-
6561, extension 3051.
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CC: Mr. Mike Ferrucci, Auditor, FSC
Mr. Robert Hrubes, Auditor, SFI
Ms. Mindy Koch, Resource Management Deputy, EXEC
Dr. Kelley Smith, FSH
Mr. Ron Olson, PRD
Mr. David Freed, OLAF
Mr. Gary Hagler, LED
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Special Notes:

**-- denotes land included in the scope of forest certification. This is land
identified in state forest compartment(s), inventoried in either OI or
IFMAP, and prescriptions are run through the formal compartment review
process. These lands were mostly purchased with Pittman-Robertson (PR) or
other wildlife-based funding (i.e. game/fish, DRIP, turkey) and the parcels
should be flagged in OI/IFMAP as Special Conservation Areas (SCAs) in
order to address (and protect) wildlife management and federal aid
interests.

* -Denotes land inventoried in IFMAP but is not included in the scope of
forest certification.

No asterisk -Denotes land that is not included in the scope of forest
certification, is not inventoried in OI or IFMAP, and does not go through the
formal compartment review process.

KEY:

SWMA: State Wildlife Management Area
SGA: State Game Area

SWRA: State Wildlife Research Area
WMU: Wildlife Management Unit

SWA: State Wildlife Area

WPA: Waterfow! Production Area (Federal)



Western Upper Peninsula Management Unit

Otter Lake Dam Flooding SWMA **

Pike Lake Dam Flooding SWMA **

Baraga Plains Goose Management Area **
Net River Flooding SWMA **

Sturgeon River Sloughs SWMA **
Portage Marsh SWMA **

Bloomgren's Marsh SWMA **

Gene's Pond Flooding SWMA **

Hancock Creek Flooding SWMA **
Hayward Lake Wetland Complex SWMA **
Peterson Pond SWMA **

Lake LaVasseur SWMA **

Sand River SWMA **

AuTrain Basin SWMA ** (water levels managed by Wisconsin Electric; Dept.
managed lands)

Eastern Upper Peninsula Management Unit

Cusino SWRA

Munuscong Bay SWMA **

Cranberry Lake Flooding SWMA **

Drummond Island Pigeon Cove Flooding SWMA **

Potagannissing Flooding SWMA ** (shared responsibility with Fisheries Div)
Blind Sucker River Flooding SWMA **

Dollarville Flooding SWMA ** (shared ownership with Fisheries Div)

Black Creek Flooding SWMA **

Little Fox River/Stanley Lake Flooding SWMA **



Northeast Management Unit

Beaver Lake Flooding/Marsh Lake Flooding SWMA **

Hubbard Lake SGA **

Devil's Lake Flooding SWMA **

Dingman Marsh Flooding SWMA **

Dog Lake Flooding SWMA **

Stoney Creek Flooding SWMA **

Connor's Marsh Flooding SWMA **

French Farm Lake Flooding SWMA **

O'Neal Lake Flooding SWMA **

Rainy River Flooding SWMA **

Sportsman's Pond Flooding SWMA **

Sage Lakes Flooding SWMA **

Tomahawk Creek Flooding SWMA ** (managed by Fisheries Division)
Bear Creek Flooding SWMA **

Denton Creek Flooding SWMA **

Houghton Lake Flats (North and South) Floodings SWMA **

Robinson Creek Flooding SWMA **

Deadstream Flooding SWMA **

Townline Creek Flooding SWMA ** (dam in Roscommon County)

Backus Creek SGA (including Backus Creek,Little Mud Lake, and Backus Lake
floodings) **

Houghton Lake SWRA (Porter Ranch) **

Beaver Islands SWRA ** (consists of Beaver, High, Garden, Hog, North and
South Fox Islands; only Beaver Island in OI and managed by Wildlife
Division; North and South Fox Islands managed by NW management Unit;
North Fox Island recent acquisition and co-managed with FMFM)



Northwest Management Unit

Grass Lake Flooding SWMA **

Betsie River SGA **

Headquarters Lake Flooding SWMA **

Skegemog Lake WMU **

Widewaters Flooding SWMA **

Manistee River SGA **

Haymarsh Lake SGA (includes Featherbed Marsh, Pickeral Lake and Creek
areas)

Cannon Creek 1 and 2 Floodings SWMA **

Petobego SGA **

Martiny Lake SGA

Pentwater River SGA

Osceola-Missaukee Grasslands SGA **

Pere Marquette SGA

Deadhorse Creek Flooding SWMA **

North Fox Island (part of Beaver Island SWRA; co-managed NW Unit and
FMFM)

South Fox Island (part of Beaver Island SWRA; managed by NW Unit)

Saginaw Bay Management Unit

Tobico Marsh WMU

Nayanquing Point SWA

Quanicassee SWA

Old Fur Farm Flooding SWMA **

Gladwin SGA

Bentley Marsh Flooding SWMA**

Gladwin Game Refuge Unit **

Molasses Impoundments Floodings SWMA 1-5 **

Verona SGA *

Kawkawlin Creek Flooding SWMA **

U.S. 10/Bluff Creek/M-18 Floodings SWMA ** (Midland County Wildlife
Floodings)

Shiawassee River SGA

Clark Lake SGA (purchased with Dingell Johnson funds, WD managed)



Old Muskrat Farm Flooding SWMA
Wigwam Bay SWA
Wildfowl Bay SWA
Crow Island SGA
Fish Point SWA
Gagetown SGA
Minden City SGA *
Murphy Lake SGA
Rush Lake SGA
Cass River Plan (includes Sanilac *, Tuscola, Vassar, Deford *, and Cass City
SGAs)
Sandusky SGA
Thumb Pheasant Area (includes the following mini game areas)
-Pinconning
-Brookfield #1
-Brookfield #2
-Gagetown
-Oliver
-Flynn
-Almer
-Columbia
-Denmark
-Elkland E.
-Elkland N.
-Elmwood



Southeast Management Unit

Lapeer SGA (includes Sawdel Lake unit)
Salt River Marsh SWA

Holly SWA (unit of Holly Recreation Area)
St. Clair Flats SWA (Harsen's Island, Dickinson's Island included
Brownstown Prairie SWA

Pte. Mouillee SGA

Erie SGA

Horseshoe Lake Mini SWMA

Petersburg SGA

St. Clair Mini SGA

St. Johns Marsh SWMA

Macomb Mini SWMA

Port Huron SGA

Davisburg Mini SWMA

Pte. Aux Peau SGA

Detroit River Islands SWMA

South Central Management Unit

Charlotte SGA

Lake Interstate SGA (co-managed with Fisheries Division)

Tamarack Lake SGA

Windsor Township SGA

Maple-River SGA

Gratiot-Saginaw SGA

Lost Nation SGA

Somerset SGA

Adams Twp. SGA

Dansville SGA

Gale Road Grand River SGA (in process of becoming re-dedicated to WD)
Grand River SGA (Tonia County)

Lowell SGA

Flat River SGA * (some currently in IFMAP; remainder within 3 years)
Schlee WPA (federal land connected to Grass Lake SGA)

Baldwin Flooding SWMA (Waterloo Rec Area)



Portage Marsh SWMA (Waterloo Rec Area)

Waterloo WMU (Pittman-Robertson purchased portions)
Oak Grove SGA

Hillcrest SGA

Gregory SGA

Langston SGA

Goose Lake SGA

Rose Lake SGA

Unadilla Flooding (Pinckney Rec Area)

Edmore SGA

Vestaburg SGA

Stanton SGA

Muskrat Lake SGA

Portland SGA

Chelsea SGA

Sharonville SGA *

Onsted SGA

Grass Lake SGA

Malan WPA (within Waterloo Rec Area but federally-owned property)

Southwest Management Unit

Allegan SGA *

Middleville SGA *

Albion Flooding SWMA

Webster Lake SGA/Berrien Twp No. 1 SGA

Fulton SGA *

Augusta Creek SWMA

Muskegon Wastewater Hunting Area (owned by county, WD hunts)
Muskegon SGA

Spring Creek SGA

Fabius SGA *

Fuller Woods *

Kinney WPA (co-management with USFWS)

Bakale Tract WMA (Bass River Rec Area; co-mgd with PRD)
Barry SGA *

Crane Pond SGA *



Three Rivers SGA *

Edgar WPA (co-mgd with USFWS)

Cannonsburg SGA *

Boyle Lake SGA *

Gourdneck SGA *

Keeler SGA *

Rogue River SGA

Ottawa County SGA (Blendon Twp. And Olive Twp. SGAS)
Grand Haven SGA

Leidy Lake SGA
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TO: Forest, Mineral and Fire Management
Wildlife Division

FROM: Lynne M. Boyd, Chief, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management
Russ Mason, Ph.D., Chief, Wildlife Division

SUBJECT: "Lands in Scope" Memorandum and Land Acquisition Funding Source
Implications

We recently sent you a memorandum on July 1,2009, regarding clarification of lands
both inside and outside of the scope of forest certification standards. In 2005,
Michigan's state forestlands were certified under the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC)
and Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) programs. There had been confusion as to
which lands were actually encompassed in the "state forest system" and the July memo
clarified that lands specified in the original documentation, with the exception of Luce
County and military leased lands, are and will continue to be considered in scope as
part of the state forest system. The memo stated that a more detailed list was being
developed and would be provided to staff as part of the formal response to a Corrective
Action Request (CAR) the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) received during the
2008 annual surveillance audit.

The attached outlines the current inventory list of all lands under the administration
and/or management of Wildlife Division and further identifies whether or not they are
considered to be in scope as part of the state forest system. A general rule of thumb for
the northern areas identified is that they are considered to be "in scope" if they are
currently inventoried under either the 01 system or IFMAP system, are part of a forest
compartment, and go through the compartment review process. There are some
exceptions in the northern part of the state, Le. Cusino State Wildlife Management Area.
On the flip side, the general rule of thumb for southern Michigan areas is that they are
considered "out of scope,"” even if currently inventoried under the IFMAP system.

All lands in the certified state forest system are co-managed by Forest, Mineral and Fire
Management and Wildlife Division. When planning any activity on DNR managed
lands, funding source and deed restrictions must be considered as they may establish
sideboards when setting management objectives. There are also other considerations
such as legal requirements and existing management plans that are routinely

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
Keith J. Charters, Chair. Mary Brown. Hurley J. Coleman, Jr.= John Madigan. Timothy L. Nichols. J. R. Richardson. Frank Wheatlake

STEVENS T. MASON BUILDING. P.O. BOX 30028 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7528
www.michigan.gov/dnr. (517) 373-2329

Great Lakes, Great Times, Great Outdoorsl



Lands in Scope -2- October 15, 2009

considered in this process. "There are no absolutes in ecosystem management: all
economic, social, and biological factors MUST BE considered".

If you have questions or need additional information, please contact Ms. Penney
Melchoir, Field Coordinator, Wildlife Division, at 517-641-4903, extension 224, or Mr.
Dennis Nezich, Forest Certification Specialist, Forest, Mineral and Fire Management, at
906-228-6561, extension 3051.

Attachment

cc: Mike Ferrucci, Auditor, FSC
Robert Hrubes, Auditor, SFI
Mindy Koch, Resources

Management Deputy, DNR

Kelley Smith, DNR
Ron Olson, DNR
David Freed, DNR
Gary Hagler, DNR
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