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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES (DNR)
IMISSION STATEMENT

"The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection,
management, use and enjoyment of the state’s natural and cultural resources for current and
future generations."

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION STATEMENT

The Natural Resources Commission (NRC), as the governing body for the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), provides a strategic framework for the DNR to
effectively manage your resources. The NRC holds monthly public meetings throughout
Michigan, working closely with its constituencies in establishing and improving natural
resources management policy.

EQUAL RIGHTS FOR NATURAL RESOURCE USERS STATEMENT

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) provides equal opportunities for
employment and access to Michigan's natural resources. Both State and Federal laws
prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, disability, age,
sex, height, weight or marital status under the U.S. Civil Rights Acts of 1964 as amended,
1976 MI PA 453, 1976 MI PA 220, Title V of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, and
the 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act, as amended.

If you believe that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility, or
if you desire additional information, please write: Human Resources, Michigan Department
of Natural Resources (DNR), PO Box 30028, Lansing MI 48909-7528 USA, or Michigan
Department of Civil Rights, Cadillac Place, 3054 West Grand Blvd, Suite 3-600, Detroit, Ml
48202 USA, or Division of Federal Assistance, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 North
Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop MBSP-4020, Arlington, VA 22203 USA.

For information or assistance with this publication, contact the Southwest Management Unit
Supervisor, 621 N. 10" St, Plainwell, Ml 49080 or contact the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR), Wildlife Division, PO Box 30444, Lansing, MI, 48909-7944 USA;
phone(517)-373-1263; facsimile (517) 373-9566.

TTY/TTD (teletype) is available: 711 (Michigan Relay Center).

This publication is available in alternative formats, upon request.




STRATEGIC PLAN

This plan has been developed to set forest management direction for the Allegan State
Game Area and establish goals and objectives consistent with those identified for State
Game Areas and State Wildlife Areas in the Southwest Michigan Regional Wildlife Area
Management Plan. It supports goals identified in broader plans including the Michigan
Wildlife Action Plan, the Michigan Pheasant Restoration Initiative, the American
Woodcock Conservation Plan, and the Upper Great Lakes Woodcock and Young Forest
Initiative.

The Allegan State Game Area (ASGA) is located in Allegan County and consists of
approximately 50,600 acres (Figure 1).

When setting the desired future conditions, it is necessary to consider the purpose for
which the property was acquired by the state, current land cover conditions, and future
social and economic forces that could influence management strategies.

Due to its large size and proximity to the urban centers of Grand Rapids, Kalamazoo,
and Holland, ASGA is a highly used area for many people in pursuit of varying
recreational activities. Some of these activities include hunting, trapping, fishing, bird
watching, hiking, cross country skiing, etc. The focus of future management will
maximize the opportunity for hunting and trapping recreation as well as providing habitat
for Featured Species. Opportunity for other forms of recreation will be managed for and
encouraged as long as they do not interfere with management for which the area is
dedicated.

What follows is the strategic direction for Allegan State Game Area. This plan describes
the goals or desired future condition for the area, the objectives under each goal, and
the actions associated with each objective. For the purposes of this master plan, the
following definitions will be used:

Goal — A desired future condition of the area.

Objective — A management approach or strategy that the best science suggests can be
used to move the area toward the goal. An objective is a quantifiable input to
be completed within a defined timeframe that contributes towards accomplishing
the goal.

Action — An operational means to accomplish an objective. An action is a step needed
to complete an objective and is described in sufficient detail to inform planning.
An action is a quantifiable input to be completed within a defined timeframe that
contributes towards accomplishing the objective.

It is expected to take approximately ten years to complete all the objectives.






Figure 1: Map of Allegan State Game Area

STATE OF MICHIGAN - DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ALLEGAN STATE GAME AREA

Important Information: This area has several unit maps with additonal details,
OVERVIEW OF GAME AREA (11"x17" MAP)

R.16 W+

- General Map -
ALLEGAN COUNTY

Area Hea
Allegan DN

4590 118th Avenue

uarters is the
Wildlife Field Office

RS W;

Allegan, M| 49010 ; phone (269) 673-2430. "

13280

Off-road vehicle use is unlawful
at Allegan State Game Area

Always use care when near all water areas
- water |evels can vary with season & rainfall,

Legend:
[ state Game Area

T

.

Il Wildlife Refuge - DO NOT ENTER

Read all warning signs and notices!
# Area Headquarters and Unit Offices

S-.

a
-4

A Public Boat Access / Launch
M Parking Areas are not shown on this

map due to the large scale; see
smaller unit maps for those details.

h Waterfow| Projects
G Municipal & Roadside Parks
@® State Campgrounds

Note: for all Dike & Ditch Areas
=No Hunting on Dikes,

I F/\:”i{;ﬁ-w. .l T

CAUTION - Alays be careful
near all water, ditch & dike areas.

Hig| County ipal Roads
(most Paved Roads, but some are Dirt)

-+*.+" Dirt Roads, Two-Track, Trails
7 Pipelines _~_~ Power Line Ulilities
Note: Pipeline and Utlities right=of-ways

are not for access or off<oad vehicles
ORVs). ORV use is prohibited at
legan State Game Area,

L City Limits ~ Railroads
Township-Ra ion Lines -
Sactions are numbered (1-36) near canter,
[CJ water, Lakes, and Ponds

v Waterways, Rivers, and Streams

~ / Seasonal Streams and Drainages

N L -
N : ’

7 T i Rasw, YEE T

For more information on this or other areas, contact
DNR offices, or visit online: www.michigan.gov/dnr

Have you tried MisHunt? www.michigan.gov/mihunt

Portions of this area are designated
Watchable Wikllife viewing areas,

ool L
=N
I w
-
Lo

=
g

[- RN = =

27> [ 1]
and are great areas to gef outdoors! $ © ! 2 3 4 B Komses ., | Note: this small 3
?\ g For more information on this or other areas, contact 1 2’3&2‘{;:%%“:“
Hunter Monies Help Make This Area Possible % DNR offices, visit www.michigan.govidnr , or scan concentewhicn [P
DNR-Widle Map - area 030101 (Rev, 10162012 WLD/MLS) RA % | this QR-block with your smartphone or similar device. imit public use,







Desired Future Conditions

Goal | is stable, abundant populations of white-tailed deer and wild turkeys.

Rationale: 1) white-tailed deer and wild turkeys are Featured Species and also
popular game species; 2) white-tailed deer and wild turkey management is
supported locally by multiple sporting groups; 3) white-tailed deer and wild
turkeys are valued by non-hunters for viewing purposes; and 4) multiple other
Featured Species depend on habitats desired for deer and turkey (ex. Ruffed
grouse and aspen management).

Assessment: Discussions with hunters and observations of white-tailed deer
and wild turkeys.

Objective A is to establish and maintain a diverse forest that provides
adequate hard and soft mast production, as well as suitable roosting,
displaying, nesting and brood rearing cover for wild turkeys.

Action 1. Allow designated lowland hardwood stands to develop

and mature.

Action 2. Maintain and expand existing wildlife openings.

Action 3. Maintain designated oak savanna.

Action 4. Continue to selectively harvest stands in the designated

early/mid-successional forest.

Objective B is to maintain a diverse forest that provides adequate forage,
hard mast production, and bedding cover for white-tailed deer.
Action 1. Maintain and expand existing wildlife openings.
Action 2. Continue to selectively harvest stands in the designated
early/mid-successional forest.
Action 3. Continue to expand the aspen component of the forest
by renewing and expanding aging aspen stands (which will also
benefit ruffed grouse — another Featured species).
Action 4. Continue to identify and preserve healthy, mast-
producing oak stands.

Goal Il is a stable population of Karner Blue Butterflies.

Rationale: 1) Karner Blue Butterflies are a Featured Species and listed by the
Federal Government as Endangered; 2) quality habitat for these species
currently exists on Allegan State Game Area; 3) habitat projects associated with
this goal will also benefit other populations of Featured Species, especially white-
tailed deer, wild turkey, and red-headed woodpeckers.

Assessment: Population surveys conducted during the second flight of Karner
Blue Butterflies each summer.



Objective A is to maintain and restore oak savanna habitats in 3
designated areas (approximately 7,850 acres)
Action 1. Use prescribed fire, when possible, to restore grasses
and forbs and control woody vegetation.
Action 2. Use mechanical clearing and herbicide treatment, where
and when appropriate, to control the invasion and establishment of
woody vegetation.

Goal Il is to provide adequate wetland and upland habitats for Featured
waterfowl species: Canada geese, mallards, and wood ducks.

Rationale: 1) these are Featured Species and a desirable game species; 2)
quality waterfowl habitat currently exists and can be improved with strategic
management; 3) waterfowl hunting has played a large part in the history of the
Game Area and has continued to be an important use of the area; 4) habitat
projects associated with this goal will also benefit many other wildlife species and
associated recreation.

Assessment: Observations of waterfowl use and weekly surveys during
waterfowl seasons.

Objective A is the continued management of the Fennville Farm Unit for
nesting , brood rearing, feeding, and overwintering.
Action 1. Maintain current levels of rowcrop production, especially
within the Farm Unit Refuge (slightly reducing the level is
acceptable if the ground is outside of the refuge and converted to
grassland).
Action 2. Continue to maintain and expand grassland nesting
habitat by planting or restoring grasslands.
Action 3. Complete the moist soil management unit in Zone 8 in
cooperation with Ducks Unlimited by summer 2014. Evaluate this
project and the possibility of expanding this habitat management
type in the future.

Objective B is the continued maintenance of 975 acres of managed
wetlands on the Area for use as nesting, brood rearing, feeding, and
roosting habitat (Highbanks Unit, Bravo Unit, Ely Lake Flooding, Farm Unit
wetlands, and Pine Creek Impoundment).
Action 1. Repair damaged dikes and catwalks at the Highbanks
Unit, Zone 7 impoundment on the Farm, and repair other
deficiencies at other managed wetlands as they develop.
Action 2. Maintain dikes by mowing and herbicide treatments.
Action 3. Manipulate water levels to encourage the growth of
desirable vegetation, such as beggar’s tick and smartweed.



Action 4. Maintain pools to provide for roosting during the local
waterfowl seasons, especially at the Highbanks and Bravo wildlife
refuges.

Objective C is to manage for mature lowland forests in designated areas
along the Kalamazoo River, its tributaries, and the Crooked Lake complex
for wood duck habitat.
Action 1. Identify high-quality lowland forests that will be managed
to provide necessary habitat for wood ducks with an emphasis on
flooded feeding areas providing natural cavities for nesting.

Objective D is to continue to monitor and remove invasive species from
the wetlands located on Allegan State Game Area.
Action 1. Use the loosestrife beetle to control purple loosestrife
with particular focus on the Ottawa Marsh and Highbanks Units.
Action 2. Identify and treat invasive phragmites patches.
Action 3. Allow access to other agencies/universities/volunteer
groups willing to monitor and control invasive species.
Action 4. Explore spatterdock management techniques in order to
find an effective control. Reduce spatterdock distribution by 25% in
the Highbanks Unit.

Goal IV is a sustainable, abundant population of ring-necked pheasants.

Rationale: 1) pheasants are a Featured Species and a highly desirable game
species; 2) The Michigan Pheasant Restoration Initiative calls for doubling the
current pheasant population in Michigan; 3) the Fennville Farm Unit of Allegan
State Game Area was identified as an area to increase habitat management for
pheasants; 4) there is a local stakeholder group that actively advocates for and
funds pheasant management; and 5) numerous other Featured Species depend
on habitat suitable for pheasants and are currently present at the Farm Unit
(bobolink, eastern bluebird, eastern cottontail, eastern meadowlark, mallard, and
upland sandpiper).

Assessment: crowing surveys and hunter satisfaction; observation of pheasants
and pheasant sign.

Objective A is to maintain existing cool season and warm season
grasslands.
Action 1. Continue existing sharecropping and mowing activities
on 300 acres of cool season grasses.
Action 2. Continue existing management of 300 acres of warm
season grasses with burning and plant 50 more acres.
Action 3. Continue existing foodplot planting of 35 acres.
Action 4. Control invasive species, especially spotted knapweed,
in the existing grasslands.



In order to achieve the Master Plan goals the Allegan State Game Area was subdivided
into areas where a general habitat type will be maintained or enhanced. These habitat
types are: wetlands, managed wetlands, mature forested uplands, mature forested
lowlands, savanna, early/mid-successional forest, and grasslands/crops. The
distribution of these management types is detailed in Figure 1 and Table 1.
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Figure 1. Map of the desired habitat type for regions within Allegan State Game Area.

Management Type Acres
Early-Mid Successional (general forest) 26135
Mature Upland Forest 3580.2
Mature Lowland Forest 4038.1
Savanna 7852.1
Wetland 4049.4
Managed Wetland 977.1
Grasslands/Crops 3368.9
Facility/Local Use 529.1
TOTAL | 50529.9

Table 1. Acreages for each different habitat management type pictured in Figure 1.




Recreational and Commercial Uses

Recreational and commercial uses on the area that are not incidental to our
management for the purposes described above are generally not allowed. These uses
can be allowed, however, under the following circumstances:

1.

2.

The uses must not interfere or conflict with the wildlife conservation
purposes of the area described above.

The DNR has no obligations to determine if requested uses would conflict or
interfere; the burden of determining must remain with those requesting the
uses.

The requested uses cannot be exclusive of other allowable uses and must
not result in the DNR losing management control of any portion of the area.
A lack of a specific prohibition in rules and regulations for the area does not
constitute approval of the activity.

The DNR always reserves the ability to disallow activities previously allowed
as wildlife conservation needs dictate.

Additionally, the DNR will continue to monitor any existing commercial and recreational
uses for interference with the intended purposes of the area as described in this plan.

Public Input

This plan is considered an addendum to the 2006 Allegan State Game Area Master
Plan for which final approval was granted in 2012. This addendum updates the 2006
plan to establish a connection between the Habitat Management Goals and Objectives
outlined therein and the current Featured Species management philosophy that has
been in place since 2011.



