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The following annotated list of endangered and threatened species was prepared in 1976 by the technical advisory committee responsible for fish (a group composed of university, federal and state ichthyologists). Since that time the bloater (Coregonus hoyi) has increased substantially in abundance and surveys have indicated that the northern madtom (Noturus stigmosus) should be advanced to the endangered category and the southern redbelly dace (Phoxinus erythrogaster), bigeye chub (Hybopsis amblops) and creek chubsucker (Erimyzon oblongus) should be added to the threatened list. The last four species were officially listed in January 1980, and the above comments for the bloater (Coregonus hoyi) indicate its change in abundance since 1976. Specific questions on the threatened and endangered species program of the Department of Natural Resources should be made to the Wildlife Division in Lansing.  








Endangered





1.  Longjaw cisco, Coregonus alpenae (Koelz).  


This species is officially listed as endangered by the Secretary of the Interior. It was last reported in Lake Erie in 1961, and is believed to be extinct in Lakes Huron and Michigan. 





2.  Deepwater cisco, Coregonus johannae (Wagner).  


This species is regarded (by the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory, U. S. Department of Interior) as extinct in both Lake Huron and Lake Michigan, the only known places where it occurred. Nevertheless, it is recommended for this list to get the species on record for a year or so. It is very difficult to be certain of extinction of species unless the distribution is so localized that there can be no question of survival. 





3.  Blackfin cisco, Coregonus nigripinnis (Gill).  


Regarded as extinct in Lakes Ontario, Huron, Michigan and Superior. Recent studies on Lake Superior fish indicate that, although the species was recorded from this lake by Koelz, in actuality the species he had from Lake Superior was C. zenithicus (Parsons et al. 1975J mimeo account of status of some endemic Great Lakes fishes). The reason for listing this species is the same as given under the account of C. johannae. 





4. Shortnose cisco, Coregonus reighardi (Koelz).  


Regarded as extinct in Lake Ontario, endangered in Lakes Huron and Michigan, and greatly reduced in Lake Superior (according to the Great Lakes Fisheries Laboratory). 





5. Shortjaw cisco, Coregonus zenithicus (Jordan and Evermann).  


Regarded as greatly reduced in Lake Superior, and as erroneously recorded by Koelz from Lakes Huron and Michigan (his specimens are properly identified as C. reighardi--Parsons et al. 1975--see above). 





6. Blue pike, Stizostedion vitreum glaucum (Hubbs).  


Although there is no valid basis for believing this fish survives at the present time in Lake Erie, the only known locality of occurrence, Endangered status is recommended for a year or so, to keep the species "on records until its status is finalized. The fish is officially recognized as endangered by the Secretary of the Interior. 





7. Northern madtom, Noturus stigmosus (Taylor).  


This fish was traditionally found in the river drainages in southeastern lower Michigan. All of the major drainages in that area have been surveyed to determine fish species present and abundance. The results of those surveys indicate the fish has become very rare. Thus moving the status of the fish from threatened to endangered is recommended 








Threatened





1. Lake sturgeon, Acipenser fulvescens (Rafinesque).  


Sturgeons as a group are late-maturing, and very long-lived fishes that do not tolerate a high level of exploitation. They are diminishing notably in numbers in many parts of the world. In Michigan, because of purposeful overexploitation during the late 1800's, this species was greatly reduced in all lakes by the early 1900 's . In fact, this fish became so scarce by the 1920's that sturgeon fishing was prohibited throughout most U.S. waters of Lakes Superior, Michigan and Huron. The species now occurs in Michigan in less than five percent of its former abundance. Threatened status is recommended because there are places where a regulated sport fishery is compatible with maintenance of the species. The fishery should be carefully monitored to make sure that sufficient breeding stock persists each year. Maturity is not attained by most females of this species until an age approaching 25 years is reached; males mature between 14 and 20 years. 





2. Cisco or lake herring, Coregonus artedii (Lesueur).  


It is regarded by the Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory as rare or threatened in Lake Erie, threatened in Lakes Huron and Michigan, and declining (i. e., showing a recent general decline in abundance that obviously is not part of natural fluctuations) in Lake Superior. 





3. Bloater, Coregonus hoyi (Gill).  


At present this species is common in Lake Huron, increasing in Lake Michigan, and abundant in Lake Superior. It was assigned to "threatened" status when the populations were sharply declining. Status should be reviewed. 





4. Kiyi, Coregonus kiyi (Koelz).  


Regarded as extinct in Lakes Ontario and Huron, endangered in Lake Michigan, and declining in Lake Superior (Great Lakes Fishery Laboratory). These are the only lakes from which the species is known. 





5. Silver shiner, Notropis photogenis (Cope).  


Michigan is the periphery of the range of this species. It is now very rare here, occurring naturally only in the southeastern part of the state. In recent years, it has been taken only in the Huron River (1940, 1954) and Raisin River (1973). This species, and several to follow, are part of the natural wildlife heritage of Michigan. Irrespective of the status of peripheral Michigan species outside of the state, it is important that as much of the native biota as possible be retained. Placing this species in the threatened category calls attention to its rarity in Michigan, and to its need for help if it is to remain a part of Michigan biota. 





6. Redside dace, Clinostomus elongatus (Kirtland).  


This species has a very discontinuous range in the U. S. and occurs in Michigan only in a few tributaries of Lake Erie. The only recent record (1970) is from near Farmington, in the outlet to Devil's Lake. Reasons for listing this peripheral species are the same as given above for the silver shiner. 





7. River redhorse, Moxostoma carinatum (Cope).  


The first (and last) valid known record of this mollusk-eating fish for Michigan is of a single adult taken on 25 July 1935 at Croton Dam, Newaygo County, in the Muskegon River drainage. An effort should be made to determine if the species still persists in that basin. 





8. Southern redbelly dace, Phoxinus erythrogaster (Rafinesque).  


This fish was traditionally found in the river drainages in southeastern lower Michigan. All of the major drainages in that area have been surveyed to determine fish species present and abundance. The results of these surveys indicate the fish is much less abundant than anticipated. Thus threatened status for this fish is recommended. 





9. Bigeye chub, Hybopsis amblops (Rafinesque).  


See rationale above for southern redbelly dace. 





10. Creek chubsucker, Erimyzon oblongus (Mitchill).  


See rationale above for southern redbelly dace. 





11. Eastern sand darter, Ammocrypta pellucida (Putnam).  


Species of this genus generally require clear, clean water with sand bottom; this type of habitat is under threat nearly everywhere. This fish--rare and peripheral in Michigan--is known from the St. Joseph River of the Maumee River basin (1929); Little Raisin River in Dover Township, Lenawee County (1927); Rouge River at Rouge Park, Wayne County (1936); Strawberry Lake, Livingston County (1949--and likely still present); Bouvier Bay of Lake St. Clair (1942); Big Gallagher Lake, Livingston County (1955); and Saline River near its mouth (1929). Reasons for retaining this peripheral species in Michigan's biota are the same as given for the silver shiner (Notropis photogenis). 





